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A history of ecosystem mapping 
and classification work in South 
Africa with local and 
international collaborators- 
good for pilot







• Skowno, A.L.; Monyeki, M.S. South Africa’s Red List of Terrestrial Ecosystems 
(RLEs). Land 2021, 10, 1048. https://doi.org/10.3390/land10101048
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SA is a pilot for cross-walking national maps to the 
IUCN Global Ecosystem Typology (IUCN-GET)

The IUCN GET defines a hierarchy of 
ecosystems types across all realms 
to which national ecosystem types 
can be cross-walked or matched. 

This is important because it (i) 
respects national data; and (ii) 
seeks to harmonise national data to 
a common scheme for global 
reporting. 

South Africa has been working with 
the IUCN-GET team since 2020 to 
cross-walk our ecosystem types in 
all realms with the developing 
global typology as a pilot. We are 
also helping the IUCN team to 
develop guidance for the process 
globally.







https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/51533



https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/51533





Global Ecosystems Atlas
The Global Ecosystems 
Atlas is an initiative 
that seeks to support 
ecosystem mapping for 
applications such as the 
GBF and SEEA ecosystem 
accounting

SA is a pilot country for 
this process, working 
closely with the Global 
Ecosystems Atlas team to 
demonstrate the proof of 
concept by CoP16 in 
October 2024. Mozambique 
data is also being used in 
the proof of concept.



Global Ecosystems Atlas
The Global Ecosystems Atlas is an 
initiative that seeks to 
operationalise the process of 
ecosystem mapping for the GBF. Using 
a bottom-up approach of collating and 
harmonising national and regional 
ecosystem maps, and cross-walking to 
the IUCN GET system – thus building a 
global database of ecosystems for use 
in the GBF. 

SA is a pilot country for this 
process, working closely with the 
Global Ecosystems Atlas team to 
demonstrate the proof of concept by 
CoP16 in October 2024. Mozambique 
data is also being used in the proof 
of concept.

•Lessons will be shared further with 
other SBAPP Regional Project partners 
creating an enabling environment for 
the inclusion of more countries in the 
Global Ecosystems Atlas project.
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SBAPP Regional Project (Spatial Biodiversity 
Assessment, Planning and Prioritisation) in Southern Africa

Namibia

SANBI is the Lead Implementing 
Agency for a regional project 
with Namibia, Mozambique and 
Malawi funded by French donors. 

Major objectives of this project 
are to improve ecosystem mapping 
and assessment across all four 
countries. This will enable us to support 
better landuse planning (GBF Target 
1), restoration (GBF Target 2) and 
protected areas planning (GBF Target 
3)… 
and to be better able to track GBF 
Goal A Headline Indicators: A1 Red 
List of Ecosystems , A2 Extent of 
natural ecosystem types , T1 Percent 
of land and seas covered by 
biodiversity-inclusive spatial 
plans , T3 Coverage of protected 
areas and OECMs .





Thank 
you
With thanks to 
Mandy Driver for 
sharing her GEA 
slides

South Africa support the 
goals of the Global 
Ecosystem Typology & 
Global Ecosystems Atlas 
and are committed to 
ensuring national and 
regional data is well 
considered in ecosystem 
elements of the GBF.
Contact people are:

Mandy Driver: 
(mandy@amandadriver.co.za) 

Anisha Dayaram 
(a.dayaram@sanbi.org.za) Andrew 
Skowno (a.skowno@sanbi.org.za) 


