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Wholesale trade sales

Co-operation between Statistics South Africa, the
citizens of the country, the private sector and
government institutions is essential for a
successful statistical system. Without continued
co-operation and goodwill, the timely release of
relevant and reliable official statistics will not be
possible.

Stats SA publishes approximately four hundred

_different releases each year. It is not
economically viable to produce them in more
than one of South Africa’s eleven official
languages. Since the releases are used
extensively, not only locally, but also by
international economic and social-scientific
communities, Stats SA releases are published in
English only.
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. REAL WHOLESALE TRADE SALES MAINTAIN UPWARD TREND

The seasonally adjusted real wholesale trade sales (at constarnt June 1995 prices), excluding diamonds, for the third
quarter of 1998 reflect an increase of 2,0% compared with the previous three months. Since early 1998 real
wholesale trade sales have been showing a slight upward trend (see figure 1).

Furthermore, the real wholesale trade sales (at constant June 1995 prices), excluding diamonds, for the third quarter of
1998 are 0,8% higher than for the corresponding period of 1997. The seasonally adjusted real wholesale trade sales,
excluding diamonds, for September 1998 compared with August 1998 reflected an increase of 1,4%. Four of the nine
wholesaler categories reflected increases. Wholesalers in misceflaneous goods, which have the largest market share
(26.4% of real sales in September 1998), reflected a slight decrease of 0,6%. .

Figure 1 — REAL WHOLESALE TRADE SALES (EXCLUDING DIAMONDS)
(AT CONSTANT JUNE 1995 PRICES)

R Million
20000

17500

15000

SOURCE: Stots SA

12300 W J S D M J S D M 4 S D M J s D M J 5 D
1994 1995 1996 1987 1998
Scole: Semi-logarithmic
— — ——Trend cycle

Seasonally adjusied

IS




P6141.2

SUMMARY FOR THREE MONTHS - WHOLESALE TRADE SALES
- Gales (excluding diamonds} percentage change of
"R million sales
Pericd
At current Ar constant At current At constant
prices June 1995 prices June 1995
prices prices
Actual values
Jul. 1998 - S5ep. 1958 63 B96,2 51 718.1 +4,4 +0,8
Jul. 1997 - Sep. 1837 &1 217.,7 51 284,5
Seascnally adjusted values
Jul. 1998 - Sep. 1998 63 104.8 51 125,4 +4,5 +2,0
Apr. 1988 - Jun. 1958 60 361,4 S0 106,9
o Crllgburgh
Dr F M O-kil
taad: Statisties South Africa
s====:::x:==zu-:s:-==l===-====n=:=========g===:========:===========::ule-===-u=n=-:gs::=:x--s- =
EXPLANATCRY NIOTES
Trhis statistical release shows final estixates cf the wholesale trade sales in ths Republic of
south Africa. Tns survey is condusted on a firm basis. The results of the sample survey are
raised to ;e;:esgnt the total wh;lesale trade sales. 5Hoth actval and ssasonally adjusted values
cf wholaesale trale sales agzcerding to type of businass at currest as well as at constant June
1595 prices axe reported on in this puklication. The valua of sales at constant June 1995 prices
in respect cf eaih tyTe O- pusirsss is cztained by deflating the sales value at current pri&es by
msans cf sub-iniices cf the productien rics index cn base June 1555=100.

g=ats SA 1s gurs gning this suTvev. including the guestionnairs
the : : e appreciactel

Ccnta Elise Louw
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FTax nut= {012} 310-81%2
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