Wholesale trade sales
September 1997

Statistical release

»

Co-operation between the Central Statistical Service
and the residents of the RSA, the private sector and the
govermnent mstltutmns is essential for a successful

statlstlcal system in the RSA Wlthout this contmued

relevant and rehable ofﬁclal $tatistics will not’ be
possible.

The CSS publishes approximately five hundred
different releases per year. In the light of expenditure
restraints in government, it is no longer econemically
viable to produce them in more than one of the eleven
official languages in South Africa. Since the releases
are also extensively used by the international economic
and social-scientific communities, from 1996 CSS
releases will be published in English.

P6141.2

|
|
|
|
|

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICAE

+

CENTRAL
STATISTICAL SERVICE

1

Embargo: 13:00
Date: 25 November 1997




v
Published by the ' _ .
Central Statistical Service ;
Private Bag X44 @ $
PRETORIA
0001

Tel. (012) 310-8911

The CSS has copyright on this information. You are, however, free to apply it as you wish provided that you
acknowledge the CSS as the source of the basic data wherever you process, apply, utilise, publish or distribute the

data; and also that you specify that the relevant application and analyses (where applicable) result from your own
processing of the data.

CONTENTS

Key findings
Graphs
Explanatory notes

Tables
Summary table
1. Wholesale trade sales by type of business
1.1 At current prices : )
1.2 At constant June 1995 prices

A complete set of CSS publications is available at the CSS Library and the following libraries:

State Library, Pretoria Library of Parliament, Cape Town
South African Library, Cape Town Bloemfontein Public Library
Natal Society Library, Pietermaritzburg Johannesburg Public Library



LN

Pt

REAL WHOLESALE TRADE SALES INCREASE FOR SEPTEMBER 1997

P6141.2

Real wholesale trade sales fat constant June 1995 prices), excluding diamonds, show an increase of 5,0% from
September 1996 to September 1997. Furthermore, the total real wholesale trade sales (excluding diamonds) for the
three months up to September 1997 is 2,5% higher than for the corresponding period of 1996 and is aiso 1,0%
higher than that for the three months up to June 1997 after seasonal adjustment.

Seven of the nine wholesalers categories reflect increases in their real sales for September 1997 compared with
September 1996. Wholesalers in machinery and equipment (mining, industrial and agricultural), which have the second
largest market share, reflect the largest percentage increase (+15,0%) in real sales, followed by wholesalers in textile,
clothing and footwear (+13,9%) and wholesalers in furniture and household requisites (8,0%), while real sales of
pharmaceutical and chemical products decreased by 6,6%.

REAI. WHOLESALE TRADE SALES
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SUMMARY - WHOLESALE TRADE P6141-.2

Sales {Excluding diamonds)
R/ million

Percentage change of
sales

Period

At current | At constant

At current | At constant
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| | prices | June 1995 prices } June 1985 |
| | | prices | prices |
| l | _ N |
I I bl ]
| | i
| Actual values | |
! | - |
[ Jul. 1997 - Sep. 1997 | 61 188,6 ‘51 259,8 49,7 42,5 |
| Jul. 1996 - Sep. 1996 | 55 777,7 50 002,1 {
| ' | |
| Seasonally adjusted values | |
| | |
|- dJul. 1997 - Sep. 1997 | 60 114.3 50 528,9 +1,2 +1,0

| Apr. 1997 - Jun. 1997 | 69 415,8 50 015,5 |
I | |

Dr F M Ofkin
Head entral Statistical Service

NOTES

This statistical release shows final estimates of the wholesale trade sales in the Republic of
South Africa (the former TBVC states are included). The survey is conducted on a firm basis. The
results of the sample Survey are raised to represent the total wholesale trade sales. Both actual
and seasonally adjusted values of wholesale trade sales according to type of business at current
as well as at constant June 1995 prices are shown. The value of sales at constant June 1995
prices in respect of each type of business is obtained by deflating the sales value at current
prices by means of sub-indices of the production price index on base June 1995=100.

Wholesale trade sales at current prices include VAT,

Symbols used

* = pevised
- = not applicable
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