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_ Co-operation between the Central Statistical Service and
the residents of the RSA, the private sector and the
government institutions is essential for a successful
statistical system in the RSA. Without this continued co-
operation and goodwill, the timely release of relevant and
reliable official statistics will not be possible.
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The CSS publishes approximately five hundred different
releases per year. In the light of expenditure restraints in
government, it is no longer economically viable to produce
them in more than one of the eleven official languages in
South Africa. Since the releases are also extensively used
by the international economic and social-scientific
communities, from 1996 CSS releases will be published in
English.
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SEASONALLY ADJUSTED WHOLESALE TRADE SALES DECREASE FOR SEPTEMBER 1996

The seasonally adjusted wholesale trade sales (excluding diamonds) for September 1996 show a decrease of 2,5%
compared with August 1996. This represents a decrease of 2,6% in real terms (at constant June 1995 prices).

A substantial decrease (-16,9%) occurred in the seasonally adjusted sales of wholesalers in foodstuffs, bevera ges and tobacco
for September 1996 when compared with August 1996. However, the total sales for this type of wholesaler for the first nine
months of 1996 (R31 072,2 million) are still 9,4% higher than for the corresponding period of 1995.

Wholesalers in miscellaneous goods, which have the largest market share, show an increase of 2,6% in their seasonally adjusted
sales for September 1996 compared with August 1996.
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B SUMMARY - WHOLESALE TRADE P6141.2
' Sales (Excluding diamonds}| Percentage change of
R million sales
Period- :
' At current At constant At current At constant
prices June 1995 prices June 1995
prices prices
Actual values
Jul. 1996 - Sep. 1996 55 777,7 50 002,1 19,6 -1,7
Jul. 1995 - Sep. 1995 50 913,1 50 876,1
Seasonally adjusted values
Jul. 1996 - Sep, 1996 54 049,7 48 765,4 -4,9 -7.1
Apr. 1896 - Jun, 1996 56 823,06 - 92 515,0

PP
Dr F M Orkin
Head: Central Statistical Service

=ssrz==®==SSszzoMEss-acs=ge==s=sa

NOTES

This statistical release shows final estimates of the wholesale trade sales in the Republic of
South Africa (the former TBVC states are included). The survey is conducted on a firm basis. The
results of the sample survey are raised to represent the total wholesale trade sales. Both actual
and seasonally adjusted values of wholesale trade sales according to type of business at current
. as well as constart June 1995 prices are shown. The value of sales at constant June 1995 prices

in respect of each type of business is obtained by deflating the sales value at current prices by
means of . sub-indices of the production price index on base June 1995<=100.

Wholesale trade sales at current prices iaclude VAT.

Symbols used

_* = revised .
- = not applicable
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