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‘WHOLESALE TRADE SALES DECREASE FOR JUNE 1996

P6141.2

After two consecutive months of relatively high total wholesale trade sales (excluding diamonds) the seasonally adjusted
sales for June 1996 show a decrease of 6,3% compared with May 1996. However, the seasonally adjusted sales for the
three months up to June 1996 are still 7,6% higher than for the preceding three months.

Seven of the nine types of businesses reflect decreases in their seasonally adjusted sales for June 1996 compared with May 1996,
The largest percentage decrease (-17,1%) occurred in respect of wholesalers in office and shop equipment, books and stationery,
followed by wholesalers in furniture and household requisites (-14,8%) and wholesalers in construction and building materials
(-12,7%). These decreases were to a large extent counteracted by an increase of 2,6% in the sales of wholesalers in

miscelleneous goods, which have the largest market share.

The total wholesale trade sales (excluding diamonds) for the first six months of 1996 are 14,3% higher than for the

corresponding peried of 1995.
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CURRENT PRICLS .
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Sales (Excluding diamonds) Percentage change of
- R miflion sales ‘
Perind )
At current At constant At current At constant
prices 1990 prices prices 1990 prices R
Actual values
Apr. 1996 - Jun. 1996 54 4943.,4 32 099,86 +14,9 +7.,4
Apr. 1995 - Jun. 1995 47 836,5 29 888,3 .
Seasonally adjusted values
Apr. 1996 - Jun. 1996 56 829,0 33 175,1 47,6 +5,9
Jan. 1996 - Mar. 1996 52 829.4 31 313,3

PP
Dr F M Orkin
Head: Central Statistical Service
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NOTES

This statistical release shows final estimates of the wholesale trade sales in the Republic of
Scuth Africa (the former TBYC states are included). The survey is conducted on a firm basis. The
results of the sample survey are raised to represent the total wholesale trade sales. Both actual
and seasonally adjusted values of wholesale trade sales according to type of business at current
as well as constant 1990 prices are shown. The value of sales at constant 1990 prices in respect
of each type of business is obtained by deflating the sales value at current prices by means of
sub-indices of the production price index on base 3990=100.

Wholesale trade sales at current prices include VAT.

Symbols used

* = revised
- = not applicable
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