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REAL WHOLESALE TRADE SALES INCREASE: JANUARY 1999

The real wholesale trade sales (at constant June 1995 prices), excluding diamonds, for the three months up to
January 1999 reflected an increase of 2,4% compared with the corresponding period a year ago. The seasonally
adjusted real wholesale trade sales (at constant June 1995 prices), excluding diamonds, for the three months up o
January 1999 increased slightly by 0,1% compared with the previous three months

The seasonally adjusted real wholesale trade sales, exciuding diamonds, for January 1999 increased by 0,4% compared
with December 1998. Five of the nine wholesalers categories reflected increases. The largest percentage increase was
reflected by wholesalers in office and shop equipment, books and stationery and wholesalers in pharmaceutical and
chemical products (both increased by 7,9%), followed by wholesalers in machinery (+6,7%) and wholesalers in
furniture and household requisites (+5,3%). Wholesalers in foodstuff, beverages and tobacco, which have the second
largest market share (19.2% of real sales in January 1999), reflected an increase of 2,4%, while wholesalers in
miscellaneous goods, which have the largest market share (27,2% of real sales in January 1999), reflected a decrease of
2.7%.

Figure 1 — REAL WHOLESALE TRADE SALES (EXCLUDING DIAMONDS)
(AT CONSTANT JUNE 1985 PRICES)
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SUMMARY FOR THREE MONTHS - WHOLESALE TRADE SALES

Sales {excluding diamonds) percentage change of
R million sales
Period
At current AL constant At current At constant
prices June 1995 prices June 1895
prices prices
Actual wvalues
Nov. 13%8 - Jan. 1999 e2 171,7 49 €59%,7 +5,9 +2,4
Nov. 1997 - Jan. 1998 58 710,5 48 476,4
Seasonally adjusted values
Nov, 1998 - Jan. 1999 %3 248.,8 50 304,2 +0,2 +0,1
Aug. 1598 - Oct. 1998 63 125,2 50 761,3 .

PP K
Dr F M Orkin
Head: Statistics South Africa

EXPLANATCRY NOTES

This statistical release shows final estimates of the wholesale trade sales in the Republic of
South Africa. The survey 1is conducted on a firm basis. The results of the sample survey are
raised to represent the total wholesale trade sales. Both actual and seasonally adjusted values
of wholesale trade sales according to type of business at current as well ag at constant June
1995 prices are reported on in this publicaticon. The value of sales at constant June 1595 prices
in respect of each type of business i1s obtained by deflating the sales wvalue at current prices by
means of sub-indices of the production price index on base June 1995=100.

Wholesale trade sales at current prices include VAT.
Stats SA is currently redesigning this survey, including the questionnaire. Any inputs regarding
the new questionnaire will be appreciated.

Contact person at Stats SA: Elise Louw

Telephone number : {012) 310-8404
Fax number : {012) 310-8162
E-mail : Elisel@statssa.pwv.gov.za
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