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Co-operation between Statistics South Africa, the
citizens of the country, the private sector and
government institutions is essential for a
successful statistical system. Without continued
co-operation and goodwill, the timely release of
relevant and reliable official statistics will not be
possible.

Stats SA publishes approximately four hundred
different releases each year, it is not
economically viable to produce them in more
than one of South Africa’s eleven official
languages. Since the releases are used
extensively, not only locally, but also by
international economic and social-scientific
communities, Stats SA releases are published in
English only.
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REAL WHOLESALE TRADE SALES INCREASE DURING 1998

The real wholesale trade sales (at constant June 1995 prices), excluding diamonds, for 1998 reﬂected an increase of -

0,8% compared with 1997, Four of the nine wholesaler categories reflected increases. The largest perceniage
increase was reflected by wholesalers in office and shop equipment, books and stationery (+20,3%, mainly due fo a
higher demand for office machines), followed by wholesalers in livestock and farm produce (+10,2%, mainly due to
a good tobacco season and increases in exports), wholesalers in foodstuff, beverages and tobacco (+5,2%) and
wholesalers in pharmaceutical and chemical products (+2,7%):

The real wholesale trade sales (at constant June 1995 prices), excluding diamonds, for the fourth quarter of 1998
reflected an increase of 0,2% compared with the fourth quarter of 1997. However, the seasonally adjusted real
wholesale trade sales, excluding diamonds, for the last quarter of 1998 decreased by 1,1% compared with the
previous quarter.

The seasonaily adjusted real wholesale trade sales, excluding diamonds, for December 1998 increased by 1,3%
compared with November 1998, Six of the nine wholesalers categories reflected increases. The largest percentage
increase was reflected by wholesalers in furniture and household requisites {+5,2%), followed by wholesalers in
textiles, clothing and footwear (+4,6%) and wholesalers in construction and building materials (+4,19%). Wholesalers in
miscellaneous goods, which have the largest market share (28,6% of real sales in December 1998), reflected an increase

of 3,2%.

Figure 1 — REAL WHOLESALE TRADE SALES (EXCLUDING DIAMONDS)
. (AT CONSTANT JUNE 1995 PRICES)

R Million
20600

17500

15000

SOURCE: Stats 54 .
Ml S 0O M 4 S0 M J 5 D M J S5 D M J S ]

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
Scale: Semi—logarithmic

12500

Trend eycle _ _ _ __
Seasonally adjusted




SUMMARY FOR THREE MONTHS - WHOLESALE TRADE SALES

Feriod

Sales {excluding diamonds)
R million

Percentage change of

sales

At gurrent
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| prices | June 1995 prices | June 1535 |

| | prices | pricas |

| ] 1 |

| - |

Actual values | |
. | 1

Ocu. 1$#%3 - Dec. 1998 | 63 €25.,4 52 415.,9 +3,8 +0,2 |
Cct. 1537 - Dec. 1337 | = €3 1s53,1 52 223,23 |

' I !
Seasonally afjusted values | |
. | |
* Oct. 1593 - Dec. 19%8 | €2 865,29 50 358.5 +0,1 -1,1 |
| 62 824,58 905,68 |

1 |
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Head: Statistics South Africa
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EXFLANATORY NCT=ZS3 - N . . X : - . . ' o
This stacistical release shows final sstimates of the wholesale trade sales in the Republic of
South Africa. The survey on a firm basis. The results of the sample survey are
ralised to represent the total wholesale trade sales. Both actual and seasonally adjusced values
of wholesals rtrade sales according to type of business a: current as well as at constant June
1955 prices ars reported on in this publicasicn, The valus cf sales at constant June 1995 prices
in yrespect ¢f =sach type of business is cbtalned by defiating the sales value at current prices by
means of sub-indic:s of the production price index on base June 1995100,

is conductad

Whclesale trade sales at cuyyent prices 'include VAT,
g
Stats SA is currently redesigning this survey, including the guesticnnaire. Any irputs regarding

the new questiicnnaire will be appreciated. .

Contact perscn at Stats SA: Elise Louw

Telephone rnumbker : {012) 210-8404
Fax number : (012} J1¢-9162

e-mail : Elisel@statssa.pws.gov.za

Syrmhols used

* = revised .
- = not applicable
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DR 3 P6141.
1, WHOLESALE TRADE SALES BY TYPE OF BUSINESS
1.1 AT CURRENT PRICES
R Million
[
! |
| Actual values | . Seasonally adjusted valuee
Type of buainess | f
| . ] I ! Jan. - Dec. | I ’ | | |
|Dec. 1998 |Nov. 1998 |Dec. 1997 | 1998 | 1997 |Dec. 1998 [Nov. 1998 |Oct. 1998 |Sep. 19928 |Dec. 1997
| | i | ] ] ~ ] ] |
} |
Total ] -
Including diamonds’ | 21 186,0 231 024,7 19 716,1 250 773,9 243 720.0*[
Excluding diameonds I 20 552,68 22 697,4 19 422,8 245 251.3‘_ 237 334.1'] 21 064,9 20 896,39 20 50¢4,2 21 169,1 19 339,1
. .. . : | ) o . | _ .
Foodstuffs, beverages | . . . . . i .
and tobacco | 4 873,13 4 199,3 4 497,2 48 125,3 43 783,8 '| 4 155,7 4 236,4 4 274,9 4 351,0 3 835,5’
I {
Livestock and farm | . !
produce | 1 317,a 1 466,2 1 148,2 14 31,8 13 107,8 | 1 283,5 1 238,86 1 172,4 1 110,1 1 110,8
; . |
Textiles, clothing and| . |
footwear | 338,8 541,85 346,8 5 778.7 5 707,4"| 445,8 425,86 483,0 482,5 45%5,3
| | :
Furniture and house- | ) |
hold requisites | 444,2 544,1 354, 4 4 872.7 4 971,6%| 397,86 374,3 411,4 450, 4 317,8
| | )
Dffice and shop equip-} ~ i .
ment, books and | ! \
stationery | 1 196,1 1 608.9 1l 006,8 16 332,2 12 686,5¢| 1 381,2 1 406,.5 1 485,6 1 454,8B 1 165,7
I . |
Diamonds, jewellery | |
and silverware | §33,3 327,4 293,23 5 512,5 & 385,9 | - - - R -
I I
Pharmaceutical and | |
chemical products | 1 614,5 2 054,0 1 513,8 21 314.6 19 931.7*' 1772,2 1 931,2 1 863,3 1 967,5 1 g62,6
| !
Construction and buil-| |
ding waterials f o1 sa7,9 2.105,7 1 616,88 22 658,4 23 323,% { 1 933,35 1 852,0 1 826,0 1 33,0 2 02s,9
| - |
Machinery apd equip- | |
ment {(minipg, indus- ; I
trial and agrigul- | ) | )
tiral) o 3 382,1 3 sa0,1 3 282,5 42 857,4 42 6€39,5 | 3 771,6 3 €95,5 '3 590,1 3 537,7 3 712,5
3. . I v : . : - )
Miscellaneous | 5 B858,4 & 046,86 5 655,4 68 690,2 71°121,0 | 5 941,32 § 729,1 S 883, °5 867,9 5 742,2
|

-
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1. WHOLESALE TRADE SALES BY TYPE OF BUSINESS
1.2 AT CONSTANT JUNE 1995 PRICES
R Millien

Actual values Seasonally adjusted values

|
|
Type of business |
| | | Jan, - Dec. 1 | . | | J
Dec. 1598 |Nov., 1998 |Dec. 1397 | - 1998 t 1997 |pec. 1998 |Nov. 1998 joct. 1998 |Sep. 1998 |Dec. 1997
!
i
|

1 l — 1 i ! ] |

Total
Ineluding diamends
Excluding diamonds

16 B54.4 18 377,3 16 205,5 204 545,4 204 372,5+%|

16 358,6 18 119,7 15 952,3 200 463,8 (198 B78,2*| 16 923,0 16 703,4 16 732,1 17 099,5 16 514,5
. . . - | . . .

i .

Foocdstuffs, beverages

|
|
|
|
|
i
]
I
i
|
|
and tobacco | 3 s38.4 3 320,7 3 549,2 37 002,% 35 1%0,0 | 3 124,6 3 21%,8 3 250,8 3 313,8 3 047,3
r : ,,1
Livestock and farm } |
produce I 1 109,86 1 261,3 973,2 12 $84,8 11 419,6+#| 1 120,9 1 084,1 1 027,4 972,8 979,7
| . I
Textiles, c¢locthing and| X . |
footwear | 282,8 452,0 299,9 4 872,8 5 030,6%| 371, 4 354,9 404,86 405,§ 393,0
] |
Furniture and house- | - | .
hold requisites | 348,23 426,3 395.,3 4 001,0 * 4 413,3*' 312,3 29¢6,9 27,0 353,4 277.8
. I |
Office and shop equip-| | ]
ment, books and f . N
stationery i 924,2 1 240,9 857,9 13 187,9. 10 971,2¢| 1 062,2 1 083,9 1 146,9 1 131,9 988, 4
| |
Diamonds, jewellery | , |
and silverware | 455,8 257,.6 253,2 4 481,6 5 494,4 | - - - - -
" ] |
Pharmaceutical and i . |
chemical products | 1 320,4 1 680,06 1 305,86 17 893,565 17 430,3 | 1 442,3 1 578,4 1 529,% 1 582,90 1 424.6
| o
Construction and buil-| .
ding materials 1 289,2 1 711,6 1 368,8 18 764,5 20 083,9 | 1 564,1 1 5¢2.,5 1 491,7 1 502,0 1 705.0
. | : I .
Machinery and equip- | ]
ment’ (mining, indus- | B
trizl and agzricul- i
- tural) : | 2 804,3 3 278,5 2 880,7 36 797.4 - 38 127,0 | ' 3 151,9 3 0B4,5 3 027,8° 3 00,2 - 3 257,6
. I o . : S o . ]
Miscel}aneoqs | 4 671,4 4 748,0 4 401.8 55 345,0 56 222,3'[ 4 675,9 4 532.,3 4 57%,7 4 591,25 ' 4 413,2
| : t
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