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. government institutions is essential for a_ successful
" statigtical system in the RSA. Without this continued co-
operation and goodwill, the timely release of relevant and
reliable official statistics will not be possible. Embargo: 09:30
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The CSS publishes approximately five hundred different
releases per year. In the light of expenditure restraints in

. government, it is no longer economically viable to produce,
them in more than one of the eleven official languages in
South Africa. Since the releases are also extensively used
by the international economic and social-scientific
communities, from 1996 CSS releases will be published in
English.
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: WHOLESALE TRADE SALES INCREASE FOR 1996 °

The total value of wholesale trade sales (excluding diamonds) for 1996 amounted to R221 431,6 million, which is 12,7%
higher than for 1995. This represents an increase of 2,2% in real terms (at constant June 1995 prices).

The largest percentage increase in sales (at curvent prices) for 1996 compared with 1995 was recorded by wholesalers in
livestock and farm produce (+25,7%). Sales of wholesalers in machinery and equipment, which comprises 16,7% of the totat
wholesale trade sales (excluding diamonds) for 1996, show an increase of 25,3% over the same period. Wholesalers in
miscellaneous goods, which have the largest market share, recorded an increase of 14, 9% However, in real terms (at constant

. June 1995 prices) this represents a decrease of 1,7%.

The seasonally adjusted wholesale trade sales (excluding diamonds) for December 1996 is 1,8% higher than for November
1996.

'WHOLESALE TRADE SALES
BY TYPE OF BUSINESS
Percentage increase — 1996 v, 1995

— - !

" office equipment
Pharmaceuticat

Constr. material

%////// | |
WHOLESALE TRADE SALES -

- MARKET SHARE BY TYPE OF BUSINESS
1996

Machinery

Miscellaneous a.““ cas

Foodstuffs 19.2

Textiles 2.2
. Livestock 5.5

Faratture 2. 4-

Office equipment 5. 3
!

Miscellaneous 30-

Pharmaceuticat 2.1

Consgtr. material 8.6

. Machinery 16.7
Percentage of total (excl. diamonds)

Source: CSS .
o ENQUIRIES: ' !

. (012) 310-8095/310-8040
(012) 310-8351/310-8330
{012) 310-8404 (technical enquimes)
. Private Bag X44, Pretoria, 0001
 Fax:  310-8500
E~mail: info @ css.pwv.gov.za
Internet: http://www.css.gov.za




SUMMARY - WHOLESALE TRADE
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NOTES

This statistical release shows

and seasonally adjusted values of wholesale trade sales
as well as at constant Jume 1995 prices are shawn.
in respect of €ach type of business is obtained by

final estimates of the wholesale trade sales
South Africa (the former TBYC states are included).

Sales (£xcluding diamonds)| Percentage change of
R million sales
Period
o At current At constant At current At constant
. prices June 1995 prices Jupe 1995
: prices prices
Actual values ' "
Oct. 1996 - Dec. 1996 60 (44,6 61 993,1 +12,7 -0.9
Oct. 1995 - Dec. 1995 53 262,2 52 442,4‘ i
Seasonaltly adjusted values
Oct. 1996 - Dec. 1996 57 9531,4 49 955,8 +6,7 +2,1
Jul. 1996 - Sep. 1996 54 303,4 48 932,5
ING DIAMONDS WHOLESALE TRADE SALES (EXCLUDING DIAMONDS)
WHOLESALE TRA(?\I; Eﬁfégiﬁxﬁé%%sf ° ) (AT CONSTANT JUNE 1995 PRICES)
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Dr F M Orkin
Head: Central Statistical Service
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in the .Republic of

The survey is conducted on a‘firm basis: The
results of cthe sample survey are raised to represent the total wholesale trade sales. Both actuyal

according to . type of business at current

The value of sales at constant June 1995 prices

‘ deflating the sales value at curreat prices by
means of sub-indices of the production price index on base June 1995=100. .

Wholesale trade sales at current prices include VAT,

Symbols used

* = revised
- = not applicable
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