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Wholesale trade sales
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Co-operation between Statistics South Africa, the Embargo: 09:30

citizens of the country, the private sector and .

government institutions is essential for a Date: 29 October 1998

successful statistical system. Without continued (

co-operation and goodwili, the timely release of

relevant and reliable official statistics will not be : ]

|

l

possible.

Stats SA publishes approximately four hundred
different _releases each vyear. It is not
economically viable to produce them in more

than one of South Africa’s eleven official i
releases are used

[

]

{

languages. Since the
extensively, not only locally, but aiso by
and sociail-scientific

internaticnal  economic
communities, Stats SA releases are published in

English only.
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REAL WHOLESALE TRADE SALES MAINTAIN UPWARD TREND

The seasonally adjusted real wholesale trade sales {at constant June 1995 prices), excluding diamonds, for the three
months up to August 1998 reflect an increase of 2,9% compared with the previous three months. Since early 1998
real wholesale trade sales have been showing a slight upward trend (see figure 1),

Furthermore, the real wholesale trade sales (at constant June 1995 prices), excluding diamonds, for the three months up

10 August 1998 are 2.2% higher than for the corresponrding period of 1997. However, the seasonally adjusted real
wholesale trade sales, excluding diamonds, for August 1998 compared with July 1998 remained unchanged. Five of

the nine wholesaler categories reflected increases. The largest percentage increase was reflected by wholesaiers in
machinery and equipment (+5,1%), followed by wholesalers in livestock and farm produce (+4,8%). Wholesalers in

miscellaneous goods, which have.the largest market share (28,9%j, reflected a slight increase of 0,4%.

i

WHOLESALE TRADE SALES (EXCLUDING DIAMONDS)

Figure 1 — REAL
(AT CONSTANT JUNE 1995 PRICES)
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SUMMARY FOR THREE MONTHS - WHOLESALE TRADE SALES

Sales (excluding diamends) Percentage change of
‘ R million sales
Peried
At current At constant Af. current At constant
prices June 1995 prices June 1995
prices prices
Actual values
Jun. 1998 - Aug. 1998 62 342,9 50 944,0 +4,9 +2,2
Jun. 1997 - Aug. 1%97 59 421,2 495 871,0
Seasonally adjusted values
Jun. 1998 - Aug. 1998 62 311,2 50 948,2 +4,9 +2,9
Mar. 1998 - May 1598 59 421,8 49 501,2
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

This statistical release shows final estimates of the
South Africa. The survey is conducted on a £
ed to represent

the total wholesale trade sales.

wholesale trade sales
irm basis. The results of the sample survey are rais-
Both actual and seasonally adjusted values of

in the Republic of

wholesale trade sales according te type of business at current as well as at constant June 1995

prices are reported on in this

publication.

The value ©f sales at constant Jung 1995 prices in

respect of each type of business is obtained by deflating the sales value a. current prices by
means of sub-indites of the production price index on base June 1955=100.

wWholesale trade sales at current prices include VAT.

Stats SA is currently redesigning this survey,
The new questionnaire will be appreciated.

Contact person at Stats SA: Elise Louw
Telephone number :
Fax numpelr

E-mail

Symbols used

*

revised
not applicable

(012)
(012)

310-8404
310-8162

including the questionnaire. Any inputs regarding

Elisel@statssa.pwv.gov.za
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