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P6141.2
REAL WHOLESALE TRADE SALES LOWER THAN FOR 19%

The real wholesale trade sales (af constant June 1995 prices), excluding diamonds, for the four months up to April 1997
show a decrease of 4,5% compared with the corresponding period of 1996.

Six of the nine types of wholesalers (excluding diamonds) show decreases in their real sales for the first four months of
1997 compared with the corresponding period of 1996. Wholesalers in machinery and equipment, wholesalers in textiles,
clothing and footwear and wholesalers in livestock and farm produce show increases of 10,4%, 4,0% and 0,4% respectively
in their real sales over this period.

The value of wholesale trade sales {excluding diamonds) for April 1997 amounted to R1% 100,6 miilion, which shows an
increase of 2,9% compared with the relatively low sales for March 1997. The earlier than usual Easter weekend of 1997
resulted in fewer than usual trading days for March and more than usual for April. The effect of this can be seen in the sales
of wholesalers in construction and building materials, which show a decrease of 6,4% for March 1997 compared with
February 1997 and an increase of 7,7% in April 1997 compared with March 1997. However, the sales of certain types of
wholesalers were not affecied by the early Easter weekend. The sales of wholesalers in foodstuffs, beverages and tobacco,
for instance, show an increase of 9,3% between March 1997 and February 1997 and a decrease of 0,8% in April 1997
compared with March 1997.
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SUMMARY - WHOL ESALE TRADE Pelal.2

Sates {{xciuding diamonds} lreycentage change of
R million sales
Period
At current At constant At current At constant
prices June 1995 prices Jupe 1965
prices . prices
Actual values
feb. 1997 - Apr. 1997 56 433,3 47 815,7 t7,0 -5,2
Feb. 1996 - Apr. 19906 52 7153,3 50 445,2
Seatonal ly adjusted valoes
Feb. 1957 - Apr. 1997 ; 57 384,1 48 627,6 -1,9 -7,6
Nov, 1996 - Jan. 1997 ¥ 58 608,3 49 895,5

Br F M Orkin
Head: Central Statistical Service '

NOTTS

Thiy statistical release shows final estimates of the wholesale trade sales in the Republic of
South Africa (the former TBVC states are included}. The survey is conducted on a firm basis. The
resulls of the sample suvvey are raised to represent the total wholesale trade sales. Both actual
and seasonally adjusted values of wholesale trade sales according to typé of business at current
as well as  at constant June 1995 prices are shown. The value of sales at constant June 1995
prices in respect of each type of business is obtained by deflating the sales value at current
prices by means of sub-indices of the production price index on base June 1995=100.

Wholesale trade sales at current prices include VAT,

Symbols used

* revised

- = not applicable
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