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MANUFACTURING PRODUCTION LOWER

Although the seasonally adjusted manufacturing production for March 1996 is 2,1% lower than
for the previous month, that for the first quarter of 1996 is at nearly the same level than for the
last quarter of 1995. Thisis due to an exceptionally high index for January 1996.

Marginal higher production in the first quarter of 1996 compared with the previous quarter was
reported in 16 of the 28 manufacturing major groups. Noticeable improvement in production was
reported in the industrial chemical industry (0,5 of a percentage point), rubber and basic iron and
steel industries (both with 0,3 of a percentage point) and the machinery industry (0,4 of a
percentage point). In contrast to this the paper and electrical machinery industries recorded
decreases of 0,6 of a percentage point and 0,3 of a percentage point respectively.

The seasonally adjusted sales of manufactured products for the first quarter of 1996 is 0,4%
lower than for the previous quarter. The largest decreases were recorded in the paper (-R453
million) and the fabricated metal products industries (-R745 million). These decreases were
partly counteracted by increases in the food (+R432 million), industrial chemical (+R281
million) and basic iron and steel industries (+R312 million).

NOTES

1. This statistical release shows indices of the physical volume of manufacturing production and
the value of sales and unfilled orders, after benchmarking, according to manufacturing major
groups. Both actual and seasonally adjusted figures are shown. Sales and production figures for
Walvis Bay are excluded as from 1 March 1994. The former TBVC states are included.

2. The results of the 1988 and 1991 Manufacturing Censuses were used to adjust the level of the
indices and the value of sales. This process is known as benchmarking. The total value of gross
output of the manufacturing major groups (which represents the total value of work done by the
establishments in these groups) as obtained from the respective manufacturing censuses, was
deflated with appropriate subindices of the Production Price Index in order to calculate the real
gross output. The latter served as benchmarks to verify or adjust the level of the monthly volume
indices. The level adjustments were done on the volume indices for January of the relevant
census year (e.g. the 1998 census year covers the period 1 July 1987 to 30 June 1988 and
therefore the benchmarking was done on the index of January 1988).

3.The calculation of the monthly manufacturing indices is based on the value of manufactured
products and articles after the effect of price changes has been eliminated by deflation by using
appropriate sub-indices of the production price index (PPl). The value of the manufactured
products is obtained from a monthly sample survey of manufacturing establishments in the
private and public sectors.

4.The 1988 Manufacturing Census provided the framework for the selection of arevised sample
implemented as from January 1995. A stratified systematic sample design based on gross output
was used. Establishments which commenced operations after the census have also been taken
into account. The weighting factors for the combining of the production indices for the



manufacturing major groups to those for total manufacturing were calculated on the basis of the
net output data obtained from the 1991 Manufacturing Census.

5.The 1988 and 1991 manufacturing censuses as well as the sample survey (before 1995) did not
include information of the former TBVC states. To make the time series comparable, published
and unpublished information for 1988 and 1991 was obtained from Statistical offices of the
former TBV C states and has been incorporated. Thereafter, the level of the sample results was
raised to link up with the benchmarks. The sample data do not reflect the influence of the cyclic
movement of the establishments before January 1995 in the former TBVC states.

6.Production indices for the various manufacturing subgroups that were previously published in
the Bulletin of Statistics were discontinued as from the indices for January 1993. The production
indices on a subgroup basis can be obtained by approximation by deflating the value of sales
according to manufacturing subgroups in statistical release P0142.1 (entitled Production Price
Index) with the production price indices for the relevant manufacturing subgroups.

7.More comprehensive detail on the method of calculation and historical data in respect of the
production indices according to manufacturing major groups and the value of sales for the period
January 1987 to August 1995 were published in statistical releases P3041.3 (entitled
Manufacturing statistics: Indices of the physical volume of manufacturing production, Base:
1990=100, January 1987 to August 1995) and P3041.4 (entitled Manufacturing statistics. Value
of sales, January 1987 to August 1995).



SUMMARY - TOTAL MANUFACTURING

| Producti on | Sal es | Percentage change of:
i ndices | R LT
Period = eeeeseeieeiieienans R | Production-| Sal es
1990 = 100 | RmII. | indices |

Act ual

Jan. 1996 - Mar. 1996 97,5 74 166, 1 -0,3 +8, 6

Jan. 1995 - Mar. 1995 97,8 68 285, 8
Seasonal | y adj usted

Jan. 1996 - Mar. 1996 101, 7 77 496, 2 +0, 1 -0,4

Cct. 1995 - Dec. 1995 101, 6 77 778,6

TABLE 1-INDICESOF THE PHYSICAL VOLUME OF MANUFACTURING PRODUCTION - TOTAL

HI STORI CAL TABLE
BASE 1990 = 100

| Month | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 1995 1996
ACTUAL | NDI CES

J o 84, 6 82,7 79,7 77,5 77,1 84,5 88, 0

Fo 99,2 95,5 95,2 92,6 91,6 101, 6 100, 1*

Mo 107,1 100, 3 99, 0 99,5 100, 4 107, 4 104, 5

A 95,8 97,8 89, 8 85, 8 87,4 94,6

Mo 98,7 94,6 92,6 89, 8 89, 0 104, 7

J 104, 3 97,6 93,4 95,4 96, 0 105, 5

J | 98,9 96,5 95,1 94,3 97,2 106, 1

A 105, 5 99,4 89, 0 96, 3 98,0 106, 8

s | 102, 9 100, 8 96, 8 97,7 106, 2 108, 5

o | 107, 4 103,7 103, 6 102, 2 108, 3 112,7
| N 11,7 104, 7 103,7 104, 9 111, 7 114, 0 |
| D | 84, 0 83,0 83, 6 84,1 87,1 89,1 |

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ |
| YEAR | 100, 0 96, 4 93,5 93,3 95,8 103, 0
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED | NDI CES

J 99,5 97,8 94,8 92,6 92,3 101, 4 105, 6

F 100, 1 96, 2 95,9 93,2 92,1 102, 2 100, 8

M 101, 6 94,9 93,6 94,0 94,8 101, 4 98,7

A 99,9 102, 7 95,1 91,5 93,9 102, 0

M 101, 3 96, 8 94,7 91,8 91,2 107, 4

J 101, 5 95,5 91,7 94,0 94,8 104, 1

J 98,5 96,0 94,3 93,1 95,7 104, 4

A 101, 5 95,8 86, 1 93,5 95,4 104, 1

s 97,7 96, 2 92,5 93,3 101, 3 103,5

o 99, 4 95,3 94,7 93,1 98,5 102, 4

N 101, 4 94,5 93,2 93,9 99,7 101, 6

D 96,5 94,8 95,0 95,3 98,5 100, 8




TABLE 2- INDICESOF THE PHYSICAL VOLUME OF MANUFACTURING PRODUCTION - MAJOR GROUPS

BASE 1990 = 100

| | | Actual indices | Seasonal |y adjusted indices
Manuf act uri ng | IR e I T
Maj or groups Wi ght s| Year | | * | | |
| March | February | March March | February| March
11995 |------cmeiacanann (R R LR R T
| 1996 | 1995 1996 | 1995
TOTAL 100,0 103,0 104,5 100, 1 107, 4 98,7 100, 8 101, 4
Food 12,1 94,1 93,4 91,9 96, 1 90, 4 96, 9 93,0
Bever ages 4,7 93,2 97,6 82,8 99,3 90, 4 94, 6 92,1
Tobacco products 0,5 85,6 84,0 90,1 95,2 75,9 86, 2 85,0
Textiles 3,6 101,0 105,4 96, 8 117, 2 94, 6 94, 4 105, 0
Wearing apparel, excluding
f oot wear 3,0 111,6 115,8 116, 3 124, 4 107,1 112, 9 114,5
Leat her and | eat her product 0,4 109,7 104,7 95,3 116, 6 100, 7 93,3 111, 8
Foot wear 1,1 83,3 79,6 76,5 96, 0 73,1 78,5 87,7
Wood and wood products
excluding furniture 1,9 102,5 103, 4 100, 4 113,2 98, 0 100, 2 107,5
Furniture (wood) 1,6 103,4 101,8 111,5 93,7 99,9 115, 8 91,6
Paper and paper products 4,8 112,7 94,3 91,6 110, 3 98,0 87,6 114,5
Printing and publishing 3,7 99,1 103,0 99, 2 113, 2 96, 8 98,8 106, 3
Industrial chenicals 5,5 103,1 98,9 99,9 102, 2 101, 4 100, 5 104, 6
Cheni cal products,
excl udi ng products of
petrol eum and coal 5,9 105,7 115, 3 101, 9 114,5 105, 8 105, 4 105, 0
Products of petrol eum
and coal 6,5 140,2 133, 6 137, 8 117,1 150, 6 140, 3 132, 4
Rubber products 1,6 96,0 93,0 104, 4 86, 3 95,3 100, 1 87,6
Pl astic products 2,6 115,6 116, 8 123,2 123,1 111, 2 121, 4 117, 0
Pottery 0,2 84,8 88, 4 122, 4 97,8 88,7 121,0 97,9
d ass and gl ass products 1,2 96,8 89,5 95,9 91,4 92,5 94,0 94,0
QG her non-netal lic mneral
products 3,3 94,3 96,5 89,2 100, 0 91,2 91,5 94,4
Basic iron and stee
industries 6,6 957 102,9 88,2 87,8 104, 9 95,8 88,8
Basic non-ferrous neta
industries 2,1 121,1 178, 3 143, 9 117, 6 160, 5 152, 2 106, 0
Metal products, excluding
machi nery 7,2 97,7 101,3 97,2 107, 9 92,8 97,5 99,0
Machi nery and equi pnent 6,1 97,3 115,7 109, 2 108, 1 94,9 107, 3 88,9
El ectrical nachinery 4,6 98,3 104,7 85,5 114, 1 85,0 83,5 93,0
Mot or vehicles, parts and
accessories 6,4 115,0 93,0 101, 6 135,9 84,1 96, 3 122, 3
Transport equi pnent, exclu-
ding motor vehicles, parts
and accessories 1,3 51,5 57,9 58,8 60, 0 53,7 58,8 55,8
Prof essional and scientific
measuring and controlling
equi prent and phot ogr aphi c
and optical goods 0,4 114,9 103,1 101, 7 119, 2 96,5 101, 5 111,1
Q her nmanufacturing
| industries | 1,1 78,6 86,0 79,9 87,1 | 79,8 79,0 80,5
* Revi sed

TABLE 3-VALUE OF SALES- MANUFACTURING - TOTAL

HI STORI CAL TABLE
R1 000

12 348 849 13 712 985 14 277 508 15 001 270 15 915 865 18 698 709 21 313 453
14 860 241 16 204 544 17 288 554 18 336 972 19 361 850 23 668 250 25 490 808*
16 234 714 17 356 587 18 539 113 20 161 768 21 563 056 25 918 845 27 361 813

14 682 628 16 438 271 17 271 026 18 293 977 19 510 623 22 998 221 26 271 451
15 057 061 16 388 384 17 465 654 18 520 686 19 548 067 23 917 983 25 789 860
15 312 100 16 299 369 17 351 085 18 814 330 20 063 170 24 089 996 25 434 839




TABLE 4 - VALUE OF SALES- MANUFACTURING MAJOR GROUPS

R1 000
| | Actual val ues | Seasonal | y adj usted val ues
Manuf act uri ng IR e I e
Maj or groups Year | March | February* | March Mar ch | February | March
1995 | 1996 | 1995 1996 | 1995
TOTAL 299 817 394 27 361 813 25 490 808 25 918 845* 25 436 334 25 790 715 24 091 175
Food 41 350 850 3 900 534 3 596 448 3 415 909 3 763 841 3 775 752 3 300 471
Bever ages 15 766 054 1 412 464 1 182 259 1 361 597 1 301 788 1 359 454 1 260 112
Tobacco products 3 128 951 264 499 281 872 274 046 241 631 271 534 248 163
Textiles 10 129 214 944 051 851 333 955 908 841 075 834 410 851 007
Wearing apparel, excluding
f oot wear 7 811 048 768 938 664 885 734 210 687 488 667 753 655 623
Leat her and | eat her product 1 548 661 124 933 112 766 135 526 121 026 112 062 131 090
Foot wear 2 442 704 211 333 196 885 233 015 191 296 203 616 210 375
Wood and wood products
excluding furniture 4 389 603 389 905 377 264 389 376 369 156 379 208 369 586
Furniture (wood) 4 382 436 379 866 398 972 324 259 379 662 416 440 322 726
Paper and paper products 15 727 827 1 260 819 1 203 738 1 199 479 1 297 070 1 141 158 1 233 917
Printing and publishing 9 252 527 885 173 834 114 792 178 825 299 846 853 739 128
Industrial chenicals 15 296 437 1 311 346 1 348 086 1 226 622 1 340 890 1 350 601 1 252 596
Cheni cal products,
excl udi ng products of
petrol eum and coal 15 874 666 1 540 662 1 342 845 1 393 338 1 413 447 1 404 678 1 278 864
Products of petrol eum
and coal 16 180 255 1 424 725 1 426 757 1 457 419 1 502 759 1 470 994 1 537 394
Rubber products 3 635 758 331 663 318 036 282 494 331 775 308 710 280 409
Plastic products 8 082 685 714 459 712 395 691 556 680 672 698 317 658 022
Pottery 285 938 26 893 22 697 27 514 26 008 22 544 26 646
d ass and gl ass products 2 374 260 184 253 194 188 177 379 190 532 189 678 182 401
QG her non-netal lic mneral
product s 7 621 978 674 938 610 019 649 410 640 163 629 293 614 993
Basic iron and stee
industries 19 118 653 1852 309 1 584 050 1 477 939 1 865 953 1 693 981 1 480 050
Basic non-ferrous neta
industries 7 159 061 814 401 660 025 601 661 724 555 694 749 537 116
Metal products, excluding
machi nery 20 088 040 1 731 630 1 677 978 1 799 596* 1584 291 1 675 353 1 650 499
Machi nery and equi pnent 16 266 480 1 670 159 1 346 126 1 457 153* 1 389 166 1 312 290 1 212 110
El ectrical nachinery 12 460 170 1 234 467 968 604 1 219 614* 1 006 258 962 815 996 841
Mot or vehicles, parts and
accessories 33 494 009 2 773 756 2 933 603 3 091 417 2 491 586 2 779 976 2 764 409
Transport equi pnent, exclu-
ding nmotor vehicles, parts
and accessories 1649 777 133 600 266 976 171 389* 89 787 262 171 113 268
Prof essional and scientific
measuring and controlling
equi prent and phot ogr aphi c
and optical goods 1 061 667 81 566 82 703 93 713 73 259 82 208 84 262
C her nmanufacturing
| industries | 3 237 685 318 471 295 184 285 128* | 300 156 305 442 267 257

* Revised



TABLE 5- VALUE OF UNFILLED ORDERS - SELECTED SUBGROUPS

R1 000
| Actual val ues | Seasonal | y adj usted val ues
T - N R e R e LT
Manuf act uri ng | | |
Subgr oups Mar ch | February | Mar ch Mar ch | February | Mar ch
1996 | 1995 1996 | 1995
Spi nni ng, weavi ng and 287 139 252 351 437 242 289 134 258 144 441 367
finishing of textiles
Soft furnishings 73 972 73 088 64 717 72 290 70 523 63 749
Tents, tarpaulins, sails 10 781 8 791 11 444 12 091 9 874 12 843
and ot her canvas goods and
autonotive textiles
Knitting mlls 143 686 125 846 182 819 136 782 124 817 174 142
C ot hing 993 892 990 661 1 090 282 1 034 918 1 051 431 1 132 136
Sawni | ling fromthe round 11 774 12 221 13 454 12 593 11 097 14 291
| og
Board - |aninated, plywood, 32 019 28 017 26 845 34 637 30 992 29 200
particle, etc.
Carpentry and joi nery 30 392 30 530 42 292 29 157 30 443 40 483
and other sawm || products
Furni ture (wood) 253 226 239 828 232 617 282 552 270 044 258 512
Pul p, paper and paperboard 170 821 157 346 188 407 151 338 153 191 168 086
Light and heavy packagi ng 318 147 295 417 314 677 322 364 300 282 319 045
Pai nts and varni shes 13 168 21 774 16 231 12 313 21 723 15 176
Basic iron and steel 2 517 088 2 467 421 2 865 645 2 480 017 2 525 399 2 813 476
industries
Steel pipe and tube mills 243 968 291 762 238 109 251 225 291 611 245 621
Basi ¢ non-ferrous netal 630 954 664 330 739 156 647 875 665 225 759 567
industries
General hardware, handtools 33 762 31 023 36 856 33 747 30 234 36 501
and cutlery
Furniture (netal) 51 734 48 339 53 657 47 141 48 501 49 075
Structural netal products 1 290 905 1 255 246 1 083 667 1 281 436 1 224 848 1 077 626
Ti nwar e 97 613 60 060 80 036 94 772 65 328 78 351
Cables and wire products 75 182 87 895 188 286 76 619 86 436 189 889
Headed and threaded arti - 111 012 109 275 95 455 104 568 110 335 90 343
cles
Al other netal products 1 182 667 1 274 426 1 157 528 1 104 392 1 148 482 1 068 641
Electrical industrial na- 985 232 949 152 962 912 936 321 958 171 915 722
chinery and apparatus
Radi o, television and com 809 254 808 465 639 242 | 862 994 815 545 678 561
nuni cati on equi pnent
El ectrical appliances and 24 954 22 071 22 906 22 156 22 286 20 471
housewar es
Insulated wire and cabl es 218 267 240 685 246 411 244 338 254 968 272 806
Dry and wet cell batteries 11 281 8 877 8 278 9 605 8 928 6 982
Qther el ectrical goods 73 525 60 957 46 423 84 015 66 485 52 628
Mot or vehicles 1 657 630 1 580 754 2 147 449 1 660 865 1 555 973 2 165 098
Mot or vehicle parts 415 286 427 141 427 141 406 587 413 984 417 885

* Revised




