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THE DECLINING TREND IN MINING PRODUCTION ISLEVELLING OFF

Thetotal mining production for the three months up to October 1999 remained on the same level,
after seasonal adjustment, as the previous three months. The seasonally adjusted value of mineral
salesfor thethird quarter of 1999 increased by 4,0% compared with the second quarter of 1999.

The production of gold for the three months up to October 1999 decreased by 2,7% after seasonal
adjustment, compared with the previous three months. This decrease was counteracted by an increase of
1,7% after seasonal adjustment, in the production of non-gold minerals during this period.



Theincrease of 4,0% in the seasonally adjusted value of mineral sales was due to an increase of 11,6%
(R1 337,4 million) in non-gold mineral sales during the third quarter of 1999 compared with the second
quarter of 1999. The increase of 11,6% in the seasonally adjusted value of non-gold mineral sales was
mainly due to an increase of R1 401,4 million (+100,9%) in other non-metallic minerals during this
period.

NOTES

1. This statistical release contains information of the RSA. Data shown in the tables are
compiled by Statistics South Africa on the basis of information furnished by the Minerals Bureau,
Department of Minerals and Energy.

2. Thevalue of mineral salesis calculated, in general, on afree-on-rail/free-on-board basis.

3. In accordance with international practice, the indices were recalcul ated on the basis of
1995=100 and published in the May 1998 statistical release. The weighting factors for
aggregating minerals to mineral groups and mineral groups to total mining, were simultaneously
revised on the basis of the value of production derived from detailed information for 1995
supplied by the Minerals Bureau.

4. The indices of the physical volume of mining production and sales of minerals are currently
published in the Bulletin of Statistics.

5. In order to improve timeliness, some information for the current month has been estimated due
to late response. The information for the latest month is therefore preliminary and subject to
revision.

6. Due to mining production figures being available earlier than mining sales figures, mining
production indices are published one month earlier than mining sales.

SUWARY - TOTAL M N NG

| Production | Percentage change

| i ndi ces [==mmmcmmmemeeeaes |

Peri od BRI | Producti on |

| 1995 = 100 | i ndi ces |
------------------------------- [ oo
, | |

Actual figures: | |
Aug. 1999 - Cct. 1999 | 97,8 -3,2 |
Aug. 1998 - Cct. 1998 | 101, 0 |

| |



Seasonal |y adj usted figures:

| | |
|  Aug. 1999 - Cct. 1999 | 96, 8 -0,0 |
| May 1999 - Jul. 1999 | 96, 8 |
| | |
| | Mneral | Percentage change |
| | sales [=--mmmm - |
| Period |----------- M ner al |
| Rmllion| sales |

|

|

|

Actual figures: |

Jul. 1999 - Sep. 1999 | 19 129,1 40,9

Jul. 1998 - Sep. 1998 | 18 958, 1
|
|
|
|
|

Jul. 1999 - Sep. 1999
Apr. 1999 - Jun. 1999

18 611,7 +4,0

|

|

|

| Seasonal |y adj usted figures:
|

| 17 898, 4
|

Table 1.1 - Indices of the physical volunme of mning production - TOTAL, GOLD | NCLUDED
H storical table
Base 1995 = 100

[ Actual indices |

| J | 96, 4 99, 8 95,0 96,0 93,6 91,6 93,7 |
| F o 102,1 101, 9 99,3 98, 3 98, 8 97,7 96,7 |
| M | 102, 0 101, 0 101,1 99,1 97,6 99,7 97,7 |
| A | 100, 7 99, 8 95,9 93,3 96,7 96,5 94,9 |
| M 100, 8 95,6 96, 2 97,6 101, 9 95,7 98,5 |
| J | 103, 3 101, 5 105, 1 100, 8 105, 7 104, 2 98, 4 |
| J | 104,0 100, 0 100, 2 98, 6 100, 6 96,5 97,3 |
| A | 104, 8 104, 4 104, 4 99,5 103, 1 99,4 95,3 |
| S | 103, 5 103, 6 104, 6 98, 8 102, 6 99,1 99,0 |
| o | 103, 3 100, 1 98,9 98,7 100, 6 104, 6 99,0 |
| N 105, 0 104, 3 100, 1 100, 3 104, 4 104, 3 |
| D | 101, 6 98, 2 99, 2 98,9 98, 6 100, 5 |
[ |
| Year | 102, 3 100, 9 100, 0 98, 3 100, 4 99, 2 |
[ |
| Seasonal | y adj usted i ndi ces |
[ |
| J | 101, 3 104, 8 99,3 100, 5 98,1 96, 3 98,5 |
| F o 103, 3 102, 5 99,7 99,1 100, 0 99, 2 98, 2 |
| M 102, 6 101, 3 100, 8 98, 6 97,1 99,3 97,4 |
| A | 103, 5 102, 9 99,0 96, 8 100, 3 100, 1 98, 3 |
| M 102, 9 97,1 97,2 98,5 102, 6 96, 1 98, 8 |



| J | 102, 2 99,9 102, 2 97,4 101, 4 99, 6 94,1 |
| J | 104, 0 100, 0 100, 1 98,7 100, 8 96, 8 97,5 |
| A | 102, 2 101, 7 101, 7 97,4 101, 3 98,1 94,3 |
| S | 102, 3 102,1 102, 5 97,1 100, 9 97,6 97,6 |
| o | 103, 2 100, 1 98,7 98, 6 100, 2 103, 1 98,5 |
| N | 103, 6 102, 4 97,6 97,5 101, 2 101, 1 |
| D | 104, 9 100, 4 100, 6 99,9 99,5 101, 1 |
Back to top

Table 1.2 - Indices of the physical volunme of mning production - TOTAL, GOLD EXCLUDED

[ Actual indices |

| J | 84,5 1994 94,2 98, 4 99, 8 94,9 100, 0 |
| F oo 89,4 95,8 97,0 97,0 103, 3 103,0 102, 6 |
| M| 89,1 91,7 98,9 100, 1 97,7 106, 3 103, 2 |
| A 89,1 93,0 95,4 95,3 101, 8 104, 4 101, 3 |
| M| 89,7 89,8 99,1 100, 0 107,0 106, 5 109, 1 |
| J | 94,9 95,0 108, 1 104, 9 114, 4 113, 4 105, 9 |
| J | 95,4 94,3 100, 1 103, 6 107,5 104, 1 109, 3 |
| A 96, 2 99, 3 105, 4 102, 3 107,7 106, 0 105, 8 |
| S | 93,9 96, 5 106, 1 104, 0 104, 7 104, 6 106, 0 |
| o | 92,8 93,8 96, 9 101, 5 105, 6 114,9 109, 6 |
| N | 96, 1 99,9 100, 2 102, 1 106, 0 109, 0 |
| D | 90, 8 91,8 98, 8 99,7 100, 4 101, 5 |
[ |
| Year | 91,8 94,4 100, 0 100, 7 104, 7 105, 7 |
[ |
| Seasonal | y adj usted i ndi ces |
[ |
| J | 88,0 95,8 97,5 101, 9 103, 4 98,7 104, 2 |
| F oo 89,9 96, 4 97,9 98,3 105, 2 105, 2 104, 8 |
| M| 90, 3 92,6 99, 6 100, 6 98,0 106, 5 103,5 |
| A 90, 4 95,2 98,0 98,2 104, 9 107, 6 104, 3 |
| M| 90,5 90,5 99, 6 100, 2 106, 7 105, 8 108, 3 |
| J | 91,9 91,2 102, 9 99,0 107,3 106, 0 98,8 |
| J | 93,5 92,6 98, 3 101, 9 105, 5 102, 0 107,0 |
| A 91,7 95,3 101, 8 99, 6 105, 8 104, 8 104, 9 |
| S | 91,9 94,8 104, 5 103, 1 104, 2 104, 5 106, 2 |
| o | 93,4 94,5 97,5 101, 6 105, 1 113, 8 108, 4 |
| N 94,8 98,7 99,1 101, 0 105, 0 108, 0 |
| D | 95,5 95,9 102, 9 103, 5 104, 3 105, 4 |



Table 2 - Indices of physical volune of mning production - Mnerals

1995=100

| | | Actual indices | Seasonal ly adjusted |
| | | indices |
| M neral s |[Weights|---------mmmmmmiee o [--ccmmmm -
| | | | 1999 | 1998 | 1999 | 1998 |
| | | 1998 |-------------- |------ |----mmomomeoe- [------ |
I } I | Ct. | Sep. *| Cct. I Ct. | Sep. | Cct. |
| Total, gold included | 100,0] 99,1 99,0 99,0 104,6] 98,5 97,6 103, 1]
| Total, gold excl uded | 57,5 105,7 109,6 106,0 114,9| 108,4 106,2 113, 8|
| | |

| Gl d | 42,5 90,0 84,7 89,5 88,5 85,1 86,1 88, 6|
|l1ron ore | 3,0/ 104,1 102,1 85,3 114,9] 103,6 88,5 117,9|
| Chr one | 1,1] 119,8 123,5 118,2 123,5] 117,0 111,8 117, 2|
| Copper | 3,1 100,3 108,6 105,3 112,0/ 100,5 103,5 103, 8|
| Manganese ore | 1,3 97,9 93,1 100,1 98,6/ 91,0 97,8 96, 7|
| Plati num | 11,9 109,0 120,5 113,3 126,2| 125,4 119,2 131, 7|
| Ni ckel | 1,5 117,8 131,3 134,8 111,1] 133,8 133,0 113, 4|
|Gther metallic mnerals | 2,4 107,2 94,2 106,0 111,4] 94,3 104,6 111, 7|
| | | | |
| D am)nds | 4,4/ 105,0 99,5 86,9 106,3] 98,1 855 105, 3|
| Coal | 23,2| 106,7 111,6 110,7 116,8| 105,6 1056 110,9|
| Bui I ding materials | 3,5/ 88,8 87,0 87,4 88,6|] 90,3 88,7 91, 9|
| G her non-netallic mnerals | 2,1] 101,4 108,6 95,8 106,7| 107,8 104,7 105, 5|
| | |

Table 3.1 - Mning : Value of mneral sales - TOTAL, GOLD | NCLUDED
H storical table
Rmllion

| Actual val ues |

| J | 3748,6 4 428, 8 4 669, 2 5 165, 8 6 447,8 5 462,5 6 145,9 |
| F | 31081 3 619,4 4 234,8 4 604, 2 5 159,4 5 082, 6 5 959, 8 |
| M | 35853 4 201, 9 4 700, 0 5 002, 8 4 936, 6 5 428,5 6 027, 6 |
| A | 45293 4 001, 4 4 413,4 5 380, 9 5 576, 8 5 668, 8 5 960, 7 |
| M | 3554,3 4 325,1 4 704,9 5 345,1 5 309, 0 5 590, 3 5 544,5 |
| J | 37051 4 115, 8 4 525,2 4 994, 8 5 445,9 6 072,5 6 481, 2 |
| J | 4422,7 4 669, 5 4 777, 7 5 795,5 5 780, 3 6 597,5 6 053,1 |
| A | 42738 4 415,7 4 667, 3 5 478,0 5 546, 2 6 200, 0 6 908, 8 |
| S | 40784 4 526, 6 4 840,0 5 124,5 5 568, 2 6 160, 6 6 167, 2 |
| O | 3948,7 4 343,9 5 133,4 6 227,7 6 026, 1 6 443, 6 |
| N | 38153 4 153,1 4 538, 8 5 117,2 5 130, 8 6 021,7 |
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Table 4 - Mning: Mneral Sales

Rmllion

| Actual val ue

| Total, gold included
| Total, gold excluded

71 047,6 6 167,2 6 908,8 6 160,6
46 768,0 4 252,7 5 017,1 3 955,1| 4 243,9 4 939,5 3 946, 6|

| |
| Gol d 24 279,6 1 914,5 1 891,6 2 205,5 1 878,8 1 828,2 2 166,8|

|Iron ore 2 531,0 146, 6 248, 4 119, 5| 150, 6 247,0 122, 3|
| Chr orre 863, 3 66, 9 66, 4 60, 2| 66, 1 72,1 59, 9|
| Copper 1 554,8 163, 3 103, 7 140, 6| 141, 4 102, 2 122, 6|
| Pl ati num 12 162,2 1 119,3 1 102,2 1 278,9] 1 044,9 1 157,1 1 194,0|
| Ni ckel 921, 5 106, 7 96, 4 74, 2| 100, 9 88,9 70, 2|

|G her metallic mnerals 2 506, 0 196, 7 221, 8 195, 1| 192,1 216, 8 188, 3|

|
17 826,5 1 367,2 1 486,4 1 480,3] 1 343,0 1 378,1 1 454,7|
2 269, 9 224, 3 228, 6 193, 9| 219,0 216,0 187, 7|

Coal
Bui | ding naterials

Qanite or norite 472,8 52,3 57,1 49, 6| 47,7 48, 3 44, 9|
719, 1 81,3 75,1 57, 1| 78,6 70,9 55, 1]
Qher building materials 1 077,9 90, 7 96, 3 87, 2| 89, 6 91,1 85, 5|

5 170, 7 794,8 1 387,4 288,9] 1 079,6 1 329,8 394, 4]

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| Manganese ore | 962, 2 67,1 76,0 123, 6| 67,8 77,3 126, 2|

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
G her non-netallic mnerals |
|

|

|

|
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|
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