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Key figuresregarding mining production as at the end of January 2001




Actual estimates % change % change
January between between
2001 January 2000 November 1999 to
and January 2000
January 2001 and
November 2000 to
January 2001
Index of the physical volume of mining production
Gold 74,3 -2,0% -5,1%
Non-gold minerals 105,5 +5,2% +2,3%
Total 92,2 +2,6% -0,5%
Seasonally adjusted % change % change
esimates January December 2000 between
2001 and August 2000 to
January 2001 October 2000
and

November 2000 to

January 2001

Index of the physical volume of mining production



Gold 815 +4,2% -1,9%

Non-gold minerals 112,0 +2,9% +2,7%

Total 99,0 +3,3% +1,1%

Key findingsregarding mining production as at the end of January 2001
Mining production increases

Thetotal mining production for the three months ended January 2001 after seasonal adjustment
reflected an increase of 1,1% compared with the previous three months.

Theincrease of 1,1% after seasonal adjustment in the total mining production was due to a seasonally
adjusted increase of 2,7% in the production of non-gold minerals during the three months ended January
2001 compared with the three months ended October 2000. However, this increase was partially
counteracted by a seasonally adjusted decrease of 1,9% in the production of gold during the same period.
The major contributors to the seasonally adjusted increase of 2,7% in the production of non-gold minerals
were iron, building materials, diamonds and copper mines.

Key figuresregarding mineral salesas at the end of December 2000

Actual estimates % change % change % change
December between between between
2000 December October 1999 January 1999
1999 to to
and December December
. 1999 1999
R million
December
2000 and and

October 2000 January 2000
to to



December December
2000 2000
Mineral sales
Gold 2053,7 -7,0% -2,6% +1,1%
Non-gold minerals 7 400,7 +43,5% +47,2% +41,6%
Total 9454,4 +28,4% +31,1% +28,4%
Seasonally adjusted % change % change
Estimates December between between
2000 November 2000 July 2000 to
R million and September 2000
December 2000 and
October 2000 to
December 2000
Mineral sales
Gold 2024,7 -12,2% +5,2%
Non-gold minerals 7 406,3 -4,6% +19,5%
Total 9431,0 -6,3% +15,9%

Key findings regarding mineral salesfor the year 2000




Mineral saleshigher than a year ago

Total mineral salesat current pricesfor the year 2000 increased by 28,4% compared with the year
1999.

The increase of 28,4% in the total mineral sales at current prices was mainly due to increases of 41,6%

(+R21 396,6 million) in the sales of non-gold minerals and 1,1% (+R275,3 million) in the sales of gold
for the year 2000 compared with 1999. The increase of 41,6% in non-gold mineral sales can mainly be

attributed to increases of 82,1% (+R12 223,4 million) in sales of platinum, 72,9% (+R836,2 million) in
the sales of nickel and 59,6% (+R4 344,2 million) in sales of other non-metallic minerals.

Key findingsregarding mineral sales as at the end of December 2000
Mineral salesincrease

The seasonally adjusted value of mineral salesat current pricesfor the fourth quarter of 2000
reflected an increase of 15,9% compared with the third quarter of 2000. The increase was mainly
dueto increases of 19,5% and 5,2% in non-gold minerals and gold sales respectively.
Furthermore, the actual value of mineral salesat current pricesfor the fourth quarter of 2000
reflected an increase of 31,1% compared with the fourth quarter of 2000.

The increase of 19,5% in non-gold mineral sales can mainly be attributed to an increase of 69,6%
(+R1 509,2 million) in sales of 'other' non-metallic minerals, 14,7% (+R1 071,7 million) in the sales of
platinum and 9,4% (+R468,7 million) in the sales of coal.

The 31,1% increase in the actual value of mineral sales at current prices for the fourth quarter of 2000
compared with the fourth quarter of 1999 was due to an increase of 47,2% (+R6 693,1 million) in
non-gold mineral sales. The increase of 47,2% in non-gold mineral sales can mainly be attributed to an
increase of 88,7% (+R3 680,0 million) in sales of platinum, 61,6% (+R1 286,9 million) in sales of
‘other’ non-metallic minerals and 46,3% (+R278,5 million) in sales of iron ore.

Table A - Contribution by the different mining divisionsto the total mineral sales.

Percentage Quarterly Contribution Differencein
contribution to percentage total mineral
mineral saes change between (percentage sales between
points) to the
during October 1999 to October 1999 to

percentage



Mining division October 1999to  December 1999 changeinthe  December 1999
December 1999 sales1/
and and
October 2000 to October 2000 to
December 2000 December 2000
R million
Gold 32,4 -2,6 -0,8 -176,2
Non-gold minerals
Ironore 2,8 46,3 13 278,5
Copper 2,1 30,6 06 135,3
Manganese ore 11 43,3 0,5 96,8
Chromium 12 11,2 01 27,0
Platinum 19,8 88,7 17,6 3680,0
Nickel 18 25,8 0,5 95,1
Other metallic 35 18,3 0,6 134,9
minerals
Codl 22,6 17,2 3.9 817,3
Building materials 2,7 249 0,7 141,3
Other non-metallic 10,0 61,6 6,1 1286,9
Total non-gold 67,6 47,2 31,9 6 693,1
minerals
Total 100,0 311 311 6516,9



1/ The contribution is calculated by multiplying the per centage change of each mineral with the
per centage contribution of the corresponding mineral.

Notes

Forthcoming issues Issue Expected date of publication

February 2001 10 April 2001
March 2001 8 may 2001

April 2001 12 June 2001

May 2001 10 July 2001

June 2001 7 August 2001

July 2001 11 September 2001
August 2001 9 October 2001

September 2001 6 November 2001
October 2001 11 December 2001
November 2001 8 January 2001

December 2001 12 February 2001

Purpose of the survey | The monthly mining production and sales survey is a country-wide sample
survey covering a sample of mining establishments operating in the South



African economy. The results of this survey are used to calculate physical
volume of mining production indices in order to estimate the gross domestic
product (GDP) and its components, which in turn are used to develop and
monitor Government policy.

Table 1 - Index of the physical volunme of mning production including gold (Base 1995=100)

[ Actual indices |

| J | 95,0 96,0 93,6 95,0 88,8 89,9 92,2 |
| F oo 99, 3 98, 3 98, 8 97,3 95,0 95,5 |
| M | 101,1 99,1 97,6 99,5 100, 5 96, 8 |
| A 95,9 93,3 96, 7 95,7 92,3 91,7 |
| M | 96, 2 97,6 101, 9 96, 1 100, 2 92,1 |
| J | 105, 1 100, 8 105, 7 104, 3 99,5 101,1 |
| J | 100, 2 98, 6 100, 6 97,6 98, 3 93,9 |
| A | 104, 4 99,5 103, 1 99, 8 94,4 98, 3 |
| S | 104, 6 98, 8 102, 6 99,9 100, 3 100, 0 |
| o | 98,9 98,7 100, 6 104, 7 100, 1 97,0 |
| N | 100, 1 100, 3 104, 4 102, 5 102, 8 101, 2 |
| D | 99, 2 98,9 98, 6 99,0 97,1 95,0 |
R L LR EEEERERTEE |
| Year | 100, 0 98, 3 100, 4 99, 3 97,4 96, 0 |
R OOt S UCEEREEEE R EEEEEEEEEEEEREEEE |
| Seasonal | y adj usted indi ces |
[ |
| J | 99, 2 101, 0 99, 2 101, 4 95,0 96, 4 99,0 |
| F oo 100, 1 99,5 100, 4 99, 3 97,4 98,1 |
| M| 100, 0 97,7 96, 2 98, 3 99, 4 95,9 |
| A 99,0 96, 9 100, 5 99,5 96, 1 95, 4 |
| M| 97,1 98, 3 102, 8 97,0 101, 8 93,4 |
| J | 103, 2 98, 6 102, 8 101, 0 95,9 97,4 |
| J | 100, 0 98, 6 100, 8 97,8 98,9 94,5 |
| A | 101, 5 96, 9 100, 9 97,9 93,0 96, 9 |
| S | 101, 4 95,7 99,5 97,0 97,6 97,8 |
| o | 98,1 97,8 99,1 102, 6 97,6 94, 4 |
| N | 97,7 97,7 101, 3 99, 2 99,1 97,4 |
| D | 101, 5 100, 5 99, 4 99, 3 97,0 95,8 |

Table 2 - Index of the physical volume of mning production excluding gold (Base 1995=100)

[ Actual indices |



| J | 94,2 1996 99, 8 100, 4 96, 3 100, 3 105, 5 |
| F oo 97,0 97,0 103, 3 103, 8 102,1 100, 7 |
| M 98,9 100, 1 97,7 107, 8 104, 7 104, 0 |
| A | 95, 4 95,3 101, 8 104, 7 97,3 100, 0 |
| M | 99,1 100, 0 107,0 105, 6 111, 7 103, 6 |
| J | 108, 1 104, 9 114, 4 113,0 107,1 112, 3 |
| J | 100, 1 103, 6 107, 5 105, 5 110, 1 105, 7 |
| A | 105, 4 102, 3 107, 7 106, 4 103, 3 108, 3 |
| S | 106, 1 104, 0 104, 7 105, 8 107, 1 110, 6 |
| o | 96, 9 101, 5 105, 6 117, 6 111, 3 109, 1 |
| N | 100, 2 102, 1 106, 0 111,1 114,7 115, 4 |
| D | 98, 8 99,7 100, 4 102, 4 103, 8 105, 2 |

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ |
| Year | 100, 0 100, 7 104, 7 107,0 105, 8 106, 3 |
OO e  EEEEEEEEEEERERTEE |
| Seasonal | y adj usted indi ces |
| ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
| J | 97,1 102, 1 104, 3 105, 5 101, 5 106, 2 112,0 |
| F oo 98,5 98,9 105, 6 106, 5 105, 2 103, 9 |
[ 98, 2 99,1 96, 7 107, 2 104,7 104, 2 |
| A 98,0 98,3 105, 1 108, 5 101, 3 103, 9 |
| M | 99, 2 99,6 106, 4 104, 8 111, 7 103,0 |
| J | 104, 8 101, 4 110,5 108, 8 102, 7 107, 8 |
| J | 98,5 102, 2 106, 0 103, 9 108, 9 104, 6 |
| A 101, 7 99, 4 105, 8 105,1 102, 7 107, 9 |
| S | 103, 1 101, 4 102, 6 104, 3 106, 1 110, 2 |
| o | 96, 7 100, 6 103, 4 114, 1 107, 2 104, 6 |
| N | 98, 4 100, 1 103, 3 107, 7 110, 5 110, 7 |
| D | 104, 8 104, 9 104, 5 105, 6 106, 2 108, 8 |
*  Revi sed

1/ Prelimnpary

Table 3 - Indices of physical volune of nining production according to major divisions,
maj or groups and mineral s (Base 1995=100)

| Actual indices Seasonal | y adj usted |

| | |

| | | | indices

| M neral s |Wights|-------c-momommmeeiaie oo R
| | | | 2001 | 2000 | 2001 | 2000 |
| | | 2000 |-----oooo-- |- [--o e |- |
| | | | Jan. | Dec. *| Jan. | Jan. | Dec. | Jan. |
O LEEEEEEEREEEE [------ [ oo [-oo e |
| Total, gold included | 100,0] 96,1 92,2 950 89,9 99,0 95,8 96, 4|
| Total, gold excl uded | 57,5| 106,3 105,5 105,2 100,3| 112,0 108,8 106, 2|
| | | | |
| Gol d | 42,5 82,3 74,3 812 75,8 81,5 78,2 83, 1|
[Iron ore | 3,0l 1051 112,3 112,1 102,4] 110,1 120,9 100, 1]
| chrone | 1,1 130,4 109,5 114,4 113,0] 126,2 130,5 130, 4|
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| Total, gold excl uded 793,9 7 400,7 7 449,3 5 155,5| 7 406,3 7 760,7 5 163, 1|

| | |
| Gol d 265,6 2 053,7 22995 2 207,2| 2 024,7 2307,2 2 1922

G her building materials
G her non-netallic mnerals

1 080, 8 83,3 108, 1 46, 8| 125,0 95,5 70, 0|
11 630,6 1 429,0 1 519,7 831,2] 1 488,0 1 748,2 901, 4|

|

|

| 25
|Iron ore | 30391 278,0 312,5 181, 4| 281, 4 285, 4 184, 5]
| Chr ore | 1 070,9 102, 9 83,8 91, 1| 93,7 79,4 83, 9|
| Copper | 1 574,2 184, 7 228, 0 199, 7| 156, 8 199, 8 172, 4]
| Manganese ore | 1 232,2 107, 2 119, 9 48, 9| 116, 6 146, 4 51, 9|
| Plati num | 27 110,7 2 870,8 2 627,5 1 677,9] 2 835,4 2 840,4 1 671,7|
| Ni ckel | 1 984,0 151, 8 161, 6 117, Q| 162, 9 157, 4 125, 3|
|G her metallic mnerals | 2 845,3 272,0 277,5 306, 5| 204, 8 247,5 230, 8|
| | | |
| Coal | 19 749,4 1 792,1 1 870,2 15359 1809,7 1822,4 1 549,6|
| Buil ding materials | 2 557,6 212,3 248, 8 165, 8| 257,0 233,8 191, 6|
|- Ganite or norite | 686, 1 68,7 60, 4 64, 8| 63,9 63, 6 60, 7|
|- Lime and |imestone | 790, 4 60, 3 80, 2 54, 2| 68, 1 74,7 60, 9|
[ - |
| |
| |

1/ Prelimnpary
*  Revi sed

Additional information

Explanatory notes

Introduction 1 | Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) publishes monthly information
regarding the mining industry covering a sample of mining
establishments (branches). This statistical release contains detailed
information regarding indices of the physical volume of mining
production and the total value of mineral sales according to mining
divisions and major groups on a monthly basis.

2 | Datashown in the tables are compiled by Statistics South Africa
(Stats SA) on the basis of mining production figures and mineral sales
furnished by the Minerals Bureau, Department of Minerals and Energy.



Scope of the survey

Classification

Statistical unit

Due to mining production figures being available earlier than mineral
sales figures, mining production indices are published one month
earlier than mineral sales.

The value of mineral salesis calculated, in general, on a
free-on-rail/free-on-board basis.

In order to improve timeliness, some information for the current month
may have been estimated due to late response. These estimates will be
revised in future statistical release(s) as soon more up-to-date
information is available.

This survey covers mining establishments conducting activities
regarding -

- the extracting, dressing and beneficiating of minerals occurring
naturally, for example

solids such as coal and ores.

The 1993 edition of the Standard Industrial Classification of all
Economic Activities (SIC), Fifth Edition, Report No. 09-90-02, was
used to classify the statistical unitsin the survey. The SIC is based on
the 1990 International Standard Industrial Classification of all
Economic Activities (1SIC) with suitable adaptations for local
conditions. Statistics in this publication are presented at SIC division,
major group and subgroup level. Each statistical unit is classified to an
industry which reflects the predominant activity of the establishment
(branch).

The basic statistical unit for the collection of information is the mining



Weighting

Rebasing

Seasonal adjustment

Reliability of
estimates

10

11

12

establishment. An establishment is the smallest economic unit that
functions as a separate entity. Each statistical unit is classified to an
industry (cf. paragraph 7).

The weights which are used to aggregate minerals to mineral groups
and mineral groups to total mining, are based on the value of
production derived from detailed information for 1995 supplied by the
Minerals Bureau, Department of Minerals and Energy.

In accordance with international practice, the indices have to be
rebased every five years to a new base year. Theindicesin this
statistical release have been calculated on the basis of 1995=100. The
first results on this basis were published in May 1998. Both actual and
seasonally adjusted figures are presented.

Seasonally adjusted estimates of all items are generated each month,
using the X-11 Seasonal Adjustment Program developed by US Bureau
of the Census Economic Research and Analyses Division, 1968.
Seasonal adjustment is a means of removing the estimated effects of
normal seasonal variation from the series so that the effects of other
influences on the series can be more clearly recognised. Seasonal
adjustment does not aim to remove irregular or non-seasonal influences
which may be present in any particular month.

Influences that are volatile or unsystematic can still make it difficult to
interpret the movement of the series even after adjustment for seasonal
variations. This means the month-to-month movements of seasonally
adjusted estimates may not be reliable indicators of trend behaviour.

Estimates are subject to sampling and non-sampling errors. Figures for
the latest month are preliminary.



Related publications 13

Unpublished statistics | 14

Rounding-off of figures | 15

Users may also wish to refer to the following publications which are
available from Stats SA -

®  Bulletin of Statistics.

*  SA Statistics.

In some cases Stats SA can also make available statistics which are
not published. The statistics can be made available via: computer
printouts or diskette or CD. Generally a charge is made for providing
unpublished statistics.

The figures in the tables have, where necessary, been rounded off to the
nearest digit shown. There may, therefore, be slight discrepancies
between the sums of the constituent items and the totals shown.

Glossary

Enterprise An enterprise (firm) is alegal entity consisting of one or more
establishments (branches). The establishments need not necessarily all be
mining establishments, but some may be classifiable as other industries of
the economy, such as manufacturing, wholesale trade, retail trade, motor
trade and construction.

Establishment An establishment is defined as an enterprise, or part of an enterprise, that is

situated at a single location and in which only a single (non-ancillary)
productive activity is carried out or in which the principal productive
activity accounts for most of the value added.
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Free-on-rail relates to goods sold on the local market where no railage or road
transport costs are involved.

Free-on-board relates to goods destined for the export market. Railage, road
transport and docking charges are involved but no charges are made for the
transport by sea.

Theindex of physical volume of mining production or a production index is a
statistical measure of the change in the volume of production. The

production index of amajor group is the ratio between the volume of
production of amajor group in agiven period and the volume of production of
the same major group in the base period. The current base period is 1995.
The production in the base period is set at 100.

Anindustry consists of agroup of establishments engaged in the same or
similar kinds of economic activity. Industries are defined in the System of
National Accounts (SNA) in the same way as in the Standard Industrial
Classification (SIC) of all Economic Activities, Fifth Edition of January
1993.

Sales are the total value of sales and transfers-out of goods mined by the
mining establishments and the amounts received for installation, erection or
assembly or other services rendered.

The weight of amajor group isthe ratio of the production of amajor group to
thetotal production of the mining industry. The weight of amajor group
reflects the importance of the major group in the total mining industry. The
weights change over time due to quality changes and changes in relative
prices. New weights need to be calculated from time to time.

For moreinformation



Stats SA publishes approximately 300 different statistical releases each year. It is not economically
viable to produce them in more than one of South Africa's eleven official languages. Since the releases
are used extensively, not only locally but also by international economic and social-scientific
communities, Stats SA releases are published in English only.

Stats SA has copyright on this publication. Users may apply the information as they wish, provided that
they acknowledge Stats SA as the source of the basic data wherever they process, apply, utilise, publish
or distribute the data: and also that they specify that the relevant application and analysis (where
applicable) result from their own processing of the data.

Advanced release calendar

An advanced release calendar is disseminated on http://www.statssa.gov.za
Stats SA products

Stats SA also provides a subscription service.

Electronic services

A large range of data are available via on-line services, diskette, CD and computer printouts. For more
details about our electronic data services, contact (012) 310 8600/8095/8390/8351.

Y ou can visit us on the Internet at: http://www.statssa.gov.za
Enquiries
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