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THE NUMBER OF OVERSEASARRIVALSINCREASED BY 6,3% IN DECEMBER 1998.
Total foreign travellers

The number of arriving foreign travellersincreased by 5,7% in December 1998, as compared to
December 1997.

The total number of foreign travellers from mainland Africa, overseas and unspecified countries who
visited the RSA, arriving through the three international airports of Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durba
during the month of December 1998 was 143 619. The December 1998 figure represents an increase of
5,7% as compared with December 1997. Figure 1 showsthe trend in arrivals of overseas travellers showr
separately from that of arrivals from mainland Africa from January 1996 to December 1998.

Overseasforeign travellers: Purpose of visit
Most (86,9%) overseas travellersvisited RSA for the purpose of spending a holiday

For December 1998, the number of overseas travellers arriving at the RSA through the three International
Airports, was 121 519. The December 1998 figures represent an increase of 6,3% over the number of
overseas travellers arriving during December 1997. Regarding the purpose of visit, as stated by overseas
travellers arriving during December 1998, the single largest category was holiday (86,8%) followed by
business (7,2%) and transit (3,6%). Those overseas travellers visiting the RSA for either study or work
purposes accounted for 2,5% in December 1998.



Overseasforeign travellers: Leading source countries

Of thetotal overseastravellers, 27,2% came from the UK making it the leading source country of
overseastravellers.

For December 1998, the top six overseas countries from which most foreign travellers came (arriving
through the three international airports) were as follows: the UK (27,2%), Germany (12,9%), the USA
(9,9%), the Netherlands (5,2%), France (4,3%) and Australia (4,0%). Upon comparing the number of
arrivalsin December 1998 to the number of arrivalsin December 1997 for all these leading overseas
source countries, it can be seen that there were increases from France by 22,4%, the Netherlands by
13,7%, the UK by 10,3%, the USA by 6,7%, and Australia by 4,9%. There was a decrease in the number
of arrivals from Germany by 3,9% as shown in Figure 2.

Travellersfrom mainland Africa: Purpose of visit

Over (70,9%) of all travellers from mainland Africa visited the RSA for the purpose of spending a
holiday.

For December 1998, the number of travellers from mainland Africa, arriving at the RSA through the threg
International airports was 21 719. The December 1998 figures represent an increase of 2,5% over the
number of travellers from mainland Africa arriving during December 1997. Regarding the purpose of
visit as stated by travellers from mainland Africa arriving during December 1998, the largest category
was holiday (70,9%), followed by business (16,3%) and transit (9,1%). Those travellers from mainland
Africavisiting the RSA for either study or work purposes accounted for less than 4,0% in December
1998.

Travellersfrom mainland Africa: L eading sour ce countries

Of the arriving travellers from mainland Africa 25,2% came from Zimbabwe making it the
leading source country travellers from mainland Africa.

For December 1998, the top seven mainland African countries from which most foreign travellers came
(arriving through the three international airports) were as follows: Zimbabwe (25,2%), Namibia (11,1%),
Kenya (8,3%), Zambia (5,9%), Botswana (5,5%), Malawi (5,3%) and Mozambique (5,0%). Upon
comparing the number of arrivalsin December 1998 to the number of arrivalsin December 1997 for all
these leading mainland African source countries, it can be seen that there were increases from
Mozambique (15,5%), Zimbabwe (14,4%), Kenya (13,3%) and Botswana (8,7%). The rest of the
leading source countries showed decreases in the number of arrivals as shown in Figure 3.

Returning South African residents and those tempor arily departing



The number of returning South African residentsincreased by 7,9%.

The number of returning South African residents during December 1998 was 86 318. This December
1998 figure represents an increase of 7,9% as compared with December 1997. For the same month in
1998, the number of South African residents departing temporarily was 115 773, an increase of 4,3%
over those temporarily departing during the same month in 1997.

EXPLANATORY NOTES
Sour ce of data and background

Lega movements across South African borders fall under the jurisdiction of the Department of Home
Affairs (DHA). The information in this release pertains to arrivalsinto and departures from the RSA, of
both foreign travellers and South African residents, as recorded at the three international airports of
Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban. Information on these arrivals and departures are captured by DH/
and loaded unto the mainframe computer at Bureau Nucleus. Stats SA accesses this data remotely and
processes the information to produce this report.

Thereis also another regular statistical release on tourism and migration (PO351), which contains data on
all ports of entry to the RSA. The issues discussed below refer to both releases.

Comparison of air arrivalsdata as obtained from the threeinternational airports, and as obtainec
from all airports.

Table A gives acomparison of air arrivals through the three international airports and air arrivals through
all airports.

Glossary of terms used in tourism statistics

Tourism comprises the activities of persons travelling to and staying in places outside their usual
environment for not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business and other purposes. The usual
environment of a person consists of a certain area around his’her place of residence plus al other places
s/he frequently visits.

Tourist (overnight visitor) is avisitor who stays at least one night in a collective or private
accommodation in the place visited. An international tourist is an international visitor who stays at
least one night in a collective or private accommodation in the country visited. Domestic tourist refersto
adomestic visitor who stays at least one night in a collective or private accommodation in the place
visited.



Travellers refersto any person on atrip between two or more localities. | nter national travellers refers
to any person on atrip between two or more localities in different countries. Domestic traveller refersto
any person on atrip between two or more localities in his/her country of residence.

Trip is used to describe tourism from the standpoint of the generating place or country (the origin) and
covers the whole period that the person travels away from home.

Visit is the word used to describe tourism from the standpoint of the receiving place or country (the
destination). "Duration of stay" refers to the time spent in this place or country. The word "stay" is used
only in relation to duration.

Visitor refersto any person travelling to a place other than that of his/her usua environment for less than
12 consecutive months and whose main purpose of trip is other than the exercise of an activity
remunerated from within the place visited.

International visitor refersto any person travelling to a country other than the one in which s’he has
his/her usual residence, but outside his/her usual environment, for less than 12 consecutive months and
whose main purpose of trip is other than the exercise of an activity remunerated from within the place
visited.

Domestic visitor refersto any person residing in a country, who travels to a place within a country other
than the one in which s/he has his/her usual environment, for less than 12 consecutive months and whose
main purpose of trip is other than the exercise of an activity remunerated from within the place visited.

Table A: Comparison of foreign travellers and overseas travellers arriving in the RSA as recorded at the
three international airports (reported in PO351.1) and at all airports (reported in PO351), 1998

Oversesstravellers Foreign travellers
Month Arriving Arriving through % Arriving Arriving through all %
through the all airports through the airports (P0351)
three (PO351) three
international international
airports airports
(PO351.1) (PO351.1)
Jan 103 383 104 417 99,0 121 656 123178 98,8
Feb 112988 113 548 99,5 130913 132031 99,2




Mar 111 869 112 763 99,2 130 564 132 002 98,9

Apr 93 669 94 495 99,1 114 022 115 307 98,9
May 76 037 76 621 99,2 95 832 97 108 98,7
Jun 63 379 64 052 98,9 79 524 81063 98,1
Jul 86 231 87 045 99,1 106 558 108 354 98,3
Aug 97 999* 98 826 99,2 119 893* 121 617 98,6
Sep 94 853 95 667 99,1 114722 116 647 98,3
Oct 125 320 126 207 99,3 145503 147 272 98,8
Nov 121 951 122713 99,4 141 841 143 153 99,1
Dec 121 519 122 173 99,5 143 619 145103 99,0
* Revised figure
1. TOUR SM - JOHANNESBURG CAPE TOAN AND DURBAN | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORTS
1.1 Arrivals and departures of foreign travellers and South African residents
1.1.1 Purpose of visit
S pecember | Year
Purpose of visit | e-eieeeeeee e R e e T
| 1997 | 1998 | 1998 | 1997 | 1996
------------------------------------------- T ] Rt R T EET TR P R e
(a) ARRIVALS: GRAND TOTAL | 215 840| 229 937| 2 486 161 2 210 212] 2 062 591
(i) Foreign travellers | |
. Total | 135 832| 143 619| 1 444 656| 1 312 206| 1 204 990
. Busi ness | 11 774 12 059| 269 824| 237 822] 237 251
. Holi day | 115 304 121 370| 1 021 741 932 799| 813 091
. Study | 637| 713| 19 339 16 718| 13 566
. Work | 3 041 3 153| 53 672| 47 410| 43 735
. Contract workers | - - -1 -1 -
. Border traffic concession | - -1 -1 -1 -
. Transit | 5 016| 6 251| 79 386| 76 264| 96 436
. Unspecified | 60| 73| 694| 1 193] 911
(ii) South African residents returning | 80 008| 86 318| 1 041 505| 898 006| 857 601
|



(b) DEPARTURES: GRAND TOTAL
(i) Foreign travellers
(ii) South African residents departing

tenporarily

220 047
109 003
111 044

236 758
120 985
115 773

2 439 760
1 376 856
1 062 904|

2 093 592
1 175 963
917 629|

1
1

989 261
106 234
883 027

TOUR SM - JOHANNESBURG CAPE TOMN AND DURBAN | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPCRTS
2 Foreign travellers
.2.1 Arrivals by country of residence and purpose of visit

Count ry

France
Ger many
Q eece

I rel and
Italy

Net her | ands

Nor way
Por t ugal
Spai n
Sweden

Swi t zer | and

WK
Q her

NCRTH AVERI CA

Canada
USA

CENTRAL & SQUTH AMERI CA|

Argentina
Brazi |
Chile
Q her

AUSTRALASI A
Australia

| | | |
Business |Holiday | Study | Work | Transit | worker

| Contract | Border |

|traffic| Unspec. |

832
280

|
601
220|
077
065|
243
354
749
560|
424
553|
659|
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223
713
009|
774

|
846
616
230|

|
137|
900|
585|
194
458

|
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574

12 059
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73|
159
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803|
47|

79|
194
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1
2
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656
200

|
959|
353]
357|
286
860|
832
194
180
409
809|
888|
687|
994
701
162
476
771]

|
738
275
463

|
199
672
484]
136
907|

|
675
689

1 312
1 090

706
19
23
10
53

046
219
624
785

487
387
090

569
919
652
036
962

935
310



New Zeal and |
Q her |

839
49

1

063
49

52|
2|

9

550
436

8 164
461

TOUR SM - JOHANNESBURG CAPE TOAN AND DURBAN | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORTS
2 Foreign travellers
.2.1 Arrivals by country of residence and purpose of visit (concluded)

Count ry |

ASI A
Hong Kong
I ndi a
Japan
Mal aysi a
Phi I'i ppi nes
Rep of China (Taiwan)
Rep of Korea
Si ngapor e
Thai | and
Q her

| NDI AN OCEAN | SLANDS
Mauri tius
Q her

AFRI CA
Bot swana
Egypt
Kenya
Lesot ho
Mal awi
Mozanbi que
Nanm bi a
Swazi | and
Zaire
Zanbi a
Zi nbabwe
Q her

UNSPECI FI ED

o b

N, RF,O

NP

o gl

201|

|
381

108
335

230|
783
1 066|

37|

15

189|
702|

189|
126
847|
363|
182

|
176|

| Cont ract | Bor der |
|traffic|Unspec. |

| |
| Study | Work | Transit |worker

257|

1 976|
227

93|

95|
132
206|
182
107|

22|
150|
197|
538

58|

230

216

998
127
399

235
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