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1.� Introduction�

�

1.1� Sources�of�data��

�

Legal�movements�across�South�African�borders�as�well�as�legal�immigration�into�South�Africa�fall�under�the�jurisdiction�of�the�

Department�of�Home�Affairs�(DHA).�Information�on�tourism�and�documented�immigration�are�obtained�from�all�ports�of�entry,�

while�data�on�self-declared�emigration�are�obtained�from�only�the�three�international�airports�of�Johannesburg,�Cape�Town�and�

Durban.��Information�on�arrivals�into�and�departures�from�South�Africa�are�captured�by�DHA�and�loaded�onto�the�mainframe�at�

State�Information�Technology�Agency�(SITA).�Stats�SA�accesses�this�data�remotely,�which�is�then�used�as�part�of�the�input�

data� for� this� report.� Information� on� emigration� from� South� Africa� and� reason� for� temporary� departure� of� South� African�

residents�is�obtained�from�departure�forms�from�the�three�international�airports.�The�forms�are�sent�to�Stats�SA�on�a�weekly�

basis� for� data� capturing� and� processing.� Lastly,� information� on� legal� immigrants� to� South� Africa�is� sent� to� Stats� SA� on�

computer�printout�from�DHA.�The�information�on�the�printout�is�coded�and�captured�by�clerical�staff�at�Stats�SA.�

�

South� African� departures� and�arrivals� are�no� longer� required� to� have� their� barcodes� scanned� at� the� ports� of� entry� and� exit,�

therefore,�statistics�on�their�departure�and�arrival�is�no�longer�available.�This�is�due�to�the�implementation�of�the�Immigration�

Act�(No.�13�of�2002)�by�DHA�as�from�April�2003.�The�information�on�South�Africans�available�in�this�release�is�received�from�

completed�departure�forms�from�the�three�international�airports.�

�

Stats�SA�published�complete�emigration�data�up�to�and�including�February�1992.�Since�basic�information�on�emigration�was�

not�available�thereafter,�it�was�not�possible�to�publish�data�on�emigration�on�a�monthly�basis�for�the�period�September�1993�to�

December�1993.�However,�as�from�26�February�1993,�the�Department�of�Home�Affairs�implemented�a�system�according�to�

which� South� African� residents� departing� for� overseas� from� Johannesburg,� Cape� Town� and� Durban� International� Airports�

complete�departure�forms.�The�system�was�implemented�at�these�three�airports�only�since�approximately�97%�of�the�emigrants�

left� the� country� through� these� three� ports.� This� system� again� made� it� possible� to� obtain� and� process� information� on� South�

African�tourists�and�emigrants�leaving�the�country�through�these�three�ports�as�from�February�1993.�

�

1.2� Glossary�of�terms��

�

Key�terms�used�in�this�release�are�defined�as�follows:��

�

Tourism�comprises�the�activities�of�persons�travelling�to�and�staying�in�places�outside�their�usual�environment�for�not�more�

than�one�consecutive�year�for�leisure,�business�and�other�purposes.�The�usual�environment�of�a�person�consists�of�a�certain�area�

around�his/her�place�of�residence�plus�all�other�places�s/he�frequently�visits.�

�

A� Tourist� (overnight� visitor)� is� a� visitor� who� stays� at� least� one� night� in� collective� or� private� accommodation� in� the� place�

visited.�An�international�tourist�is�an�international�visitor�who�stays�at�least�one�night�in�collective�or�private�accommodation�

in� the� country� visited.� A� domestic� tourist� refers� to� a� domestic� visitor� who� stays� at� least� one�night� in� collective� or� private�

accommodation�in�the�place�visited.�
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�

Traveller� is�any�person�on�a� trip�between� two� or�more� localities.�An� international� traveller�refers� to�any�person�on�a� trip�

between�two�or�more�localities�in�different�countries.�A�domestic�traveller�refers�to�any�person�on�a�trip�between�two�or�more�

localities�in�his/her�country�of�residence.�

�

Visitor� refers� to� any� person� travelling� to� a� place� other� than� that� of� his/her� usual� environment� for� less� than� 12� consecutive�

months�and�whose�main�purpose�of�trip�is�other�than�the�exercise�of�an�activity�remunerated�from�within�the�place�visited.��

�

An�international�visitor�is�any�person�travelling�to�a�country�other�than�the�one�in�which�s/he�has�his/her�usual�residence,�but�

outside� his/her� usual� environment,� for� less� than� 12� consecutive� months� and� whose� main� purpose� of� trip� is� other� than� the�

exercise�of�an�activity�remunerated�from�within�the�place�visited.��

�

Domestic�visitor�refers�to�any�person�residing�in�a�country,�who�travels�to�a�place�within�that�country�other�than�the�one�in�

which�s/he�has�his/her�usual�environment,�for�less�than�12�consecutive�months�and�whose�main�purpose�of�trip�is�other�than�the�

exercise�of�an�activity�remunerated�from�within�the�place�visited.�

�

Overseas�traveller�refers�to�a�number�of�foreign�travellers�visiting�South�Africa,�excluding�travellers�from�mainland�Africa�

and�from�‘unspecified’�countries.�

�

Foreign�traveller�refers�to�a�person�who�resides�outside�SA�and�visits�the�country�temporarily.�

�

South�African�residents�are�persons�residing�in�SA�(South�African�citizens�and�persons�with�permanent�residence)�who�leave�

the�country�temporarily.�

�

Documented�immigrants�refer�to�residents�of�other�countries�who�have�been�accepted�as�permanent�residents�in�South�Africa.�

The�permanent�residence�status�could�be�given�either�before�or�after�arrival�in�South�Africa.�

�

Self-declared�emigrants�refer�to�South�African�residents�who,�at�the�time�of�departing�from�South�Africa,�state�their�intention�

to�leave�the�country�and�reside�permanently�elsewhere.�

�

1.3� Symbols�used��

-��=�nil�

..�=�not�applicable�

?�=�unspecified�
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2.� Key�findings�

2.1� Foreign�travelers�

�
The� total�number� of� foreign� travellers who� visited� South�Africa� from�mainland� Africa,� overseas� and� unspecified� countries,�

arriving�through�all�ports�of� entry�during�December�2003�was�641�108.�The�December�2003�figure� represents�a�decrease�of��

2,5%�as�compared�with�the�December�2002�figure�of�657�734.�

�

During� December�2003,� the� most� common� mode� of� travel� used� by� foreign� travellers� arriving� in� South� Africa� was� road,�

involving��426�596�(66,5%)�travellers,�followed�by�air,� involving�199�682�(31,1%)�travellers.�Of�the�total�number�of� foreign���

travellers���arriving�by�air,�144�116�(72,2%)�arrived�through�Johannesburg�International�Airport�while�53�754�(26,9%)�arrived�

through�Cape�Town�International�Airport,�889�(0,4%)�arrived�through�Durban�International�Airport�and�the�rest,�923�(0,5%),�

arrived�through�other�airports.��

�

For�the�total�number�of�foreign�travellers�departing,�road�constituted�the�most�common�mode�of�travel�399�533�(71,0%),�then�

followed�by�air�162�768�(28,9%).��Of�the�total�number�of�foreign�travellers�departing�by�air,�119�853�(73,6%)�departed�from�

Johannesburg�International�Airport,�40�866�(25,1%)�departed�from�Cape�Town�International�Airport,�686�(0,4%)�used�Durban�

International�Airport�and�the�rest,�1�363�(0,8%),�departed�through�other�airports.�Figure�1�shows�the�breakdown�of�air�arrivals�

and�departures�according�to�the�airport�used.�

�

2.2� Ports�of�entry�and�mode�of�travel�used�by�overseas�and�mainland�Africa�travellers�

�

2.2.1� Overseas�travellers��

�

During�December�2003,�192�625�overseas�travellers�visited�South�Africa.�The�December�2003�figure�represents�a�decrease�of�

0,9%�over�the�December�2002�figure�of�194�348.�The�figures�show�that�for�December�2003,�there�were�168�245�air�arrivals�

from� overseas,� which� accounts� for�87,3%� of�all� overseas� arrivals.� Of� these� overseas� air� arrivals,� 115� 284� (68,5%)� arrived�

through�Johannesburg� International�Airport;�51�788� (30,8%)�arrived� through�Cape�Town�International�Airport;��704� (0,4%)�

arrived�through�Durban�International�Airport�and�the�rest,�469�(0,3%),�arrived�through�other�airports.��

�

The� number� of� overseas� travellers� arriving� by� road� during� December� 2003� was� 24� 042� (12,5%).� The�number� of� travellers�

arriving�by�rail,�sea�and�unspecified�mode�of�travel�was�338�(0,2%).�

�

2.2.2� Mainland�Africa�travellers�

�

The� total�number� of� travellers� who� arrived� in� South� Africa� from� mainland� Africa� during� December� 2003� was� 430� 734,� as�

compared� to� the� December� 2002� figure� of� 447� 922,� this� represents� a� decrease� of� 3,8%.� Of� these� travellers� from� mainland�

Africa,�the�number�arriving�by�road�was�401�501�(93,2%).�

�

For� the� same� month,� there� were� 27�777�(6,4%)� air� travellers� arriving� from� mainland� Africa.� Of� these� air� arrivals,�����������

25�281�(91,0%)�arrived� through�Johannesburg� International�Airport,�1�885� (6,8%)�arrived� through�Cape�Town�International�

Airport,�180�(0,6%)�arrived� through�Durban� International�Airport�while� the� rest,�431�(1,6%),�arrived� through�other�airports.�

The� number� of� travellers� from� mainland� Africa� arriving� by� rail,� sea� and� unspecified� mode� of� travel� was� 1� 456�(0.3%).
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2.3� Purpose�and�duration�of�visit�

�

Of� the� 192�625� overseas� travellers� visiting� South� Africa� during� December� 2003,� 182� 940� (95,0%)� stated� that� they� were� in�

South� Africa� for� holidays� while� 4� 010� (2,1%)� stated� that� they� were� on� a� business� trip.� Overseas� travellers� on� transit� in�

South�Africa� were� 1� 393�(0,7%)� of� the� total� number,� those� travellers� arriving� for� the� purpose�of� work� �(including�contract�

work)�were�3�3�67�(1,7%)�and�those�visiting�for�the�purpose�of�study�were�842�(0,4%).���

�

Mainland�Africa�travellers:�Of�the�430�734�travellers�from�mainland�Africa�visiting�South�Africa�during�December�2003,�an�

overwhelming�majority�403�118� (93,6%)�stated�that� they� were�in�South�Africa� for�holidays� while�11�231� (2,6%)�stated� that�

they�were�on�a�business�trip.�A�further�breakdown�of�travellers�from�mainland�Africa�was�as�follows:�travellers�in�transit�were�

4�916�(1,1%),�those�visiting�for�the�purpose�of�study�were�6�375�(1,5%)�and�those�travellers�arriving�for�the�purpose�of�work�

(including�contract�work)�were�4�653�(1,1%).�

�

2.4� Duration�of�stay�as�stated�by�overseas�and�mainland�Africa�travellers�

�

Overseas�and�mainland�Africa�travellers:���In��December�2003,��of��the��192�625��overseas��travellers��visiting��South��Africa�

179�876�(93,4%)��stated��that��they��intended��to��stay��for��>365��days�and�3�673�(1,9%)��stated��that��they��intended��to��stay��for��

8�to�14�days.�Of�the�430�734�travellers�from�mainland�Africa,�327�677�(76,1%)�stated�that�they�intended�to�stay�in�South�Africa�

for�>365�days�and��30�838�(7,2%)�stated�that�they�intended�to�stay�for�2�to�7�days.�

�

2.5� Leading�source�countries�of�overseas�and�mainland�Africa�travellers�

�

Overseas�travellers:�During�December�2003,�the�number�of�travellers�from�the�UK�visiting�South�Africa�was�54�047�(28,1%),�

making�it�the�leading�country�of�origin�of�overseas�travellers.�This�was�followed�by�travellers�from�Germany,�24�784�(12,9%);�

and�the�USA,�17�610�(9,1%).�The�other�main�countries�of�origin�of�overseas�travellers�were:��the�Netherlands,�11�929�(6,2%);��

France,�8�566�(4,4%)�Australia,��7�415�(3,8%);��Italy,�4�467�(2,3%)�and��Canada,�4�372�(2,3%).�Upon�comparing�the�figures�for�

December�2003� with� those� of� December�2002,� the� highest� increase� in� the� number� of� arrivals� from� these� leading� source�

countries�was�for�Canada�,�(3,1%�increase�from�4�240�in�2002�to�4�372�in�2003),�(Figure:�2).�The�main�stated�purpose�of�visit�

for�travellers�coming�from�these�leading�source�countries�was�holidays,�followed�by�business.�

�

Travellers�from�mainland�Africa:�During�December�2003,�the�top�eight�countries�in�mainland�Africa�from�which�travellers�

arriving� in� South� Africa� came,� were:� Lesotho,� 122� 791�(28,5%);� Botswana,� 84� 290� (19,6%);� Swaziland,� 84� 030� (19,5%);��

Zimbabwe,�42�481�(9,9%);��Mozambique,��36�970�(8,6%);��Namibia,��29�623�(6,9%);��Zambia,��10�870�(2,5%)��and��Malawi,�

6�327�(1,5%).�When�comparing�arrival�figures�from�mainland�Africa,�for�2002�and�2003,�there�was�an�increase�in�the�number�

of�travellers�arriving�from�Lesotho,��(9,5%�increase�from�112�133�in�2002�to�122�791�in�2003)�(Figure:�3).��
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2.6� Departing�South�African�residents��

�

2.6.1� Purpose�of�travel��

�

There�has�been�a�significant�increase�in�the�number�of�departing�air�travellers�who�completed�the�departure�forms.�Of�those���

air� travellers� who� left� through� the� three� international� airports� of� Johannesburg,� Cape� Town� and� Durban,� 78� 686�filled� in�

departure�forms.�From�the�completed�December�2003�departure�forms,�one�can�see�that,�on�the�whole,�South�African�residents�

travelled�within�mainland�Africa�more� for�holiday� than� for�business� (52,2%�versus�47,1%)�and�travelled�overseas�more� for�

holidays�than�business�(80,9%�versus�17,3%).��

�

2.7� Migration��

�

2.7.1� Documented�immigration�and�self-declared�emigration��

 

For�the�purpose�of�clarification,�in�the�migration�statistics�published�here,�the�emigration�status�reported�refers�to�self-declared�

status.� South� Africans� who� leave� permanently� under� the� pretext� of� temporary� visits� will� not� appear� as� emigrants� in� the�

emigration� statistics� collected.� Similarly,� as� per� definition,� ‘undocumented� immigrants'� will� not� appear� in� the� statistics�

collected.�It�is�against�this�background�that�we�report�the�migration�statistics�for�December�2003.�

�

The�total�number�of�self-declared�emigrants�who�completed�the�departure�forms�at�the�three�international�airports�in�December�

2003�was�934.�For�documented�immigrants�into�South�Africa,�the�total�number�approved�as�immigrants�(either�before�or�after�

arrival)�was�508�for�December�2003.��

�

In�December�2003,�the�leading�source�countries�of�documented�immigrants�were:�Nigeria,�95�(18,7%);�the�UK,�57�(11,2%);��

China,� 33� (6,5%);� Zimbabwe,� 32� (6,3%);� and� Pakistan,� 29� (5,7%).� The� five� leading� destination� countries� for� self-declared�

emigrants�during�December�2003�were:�the�UK,�311�(33,3%);�Australia,�123,�(13,2%);�the�USA,�82�(8,8%);��New�Zealand,�48�

(5,1%)�and�Namibia,�35�(3,7%)��(Figure:�4).�

�

2.7.2� Historical�trends�in�tourism,�immigration�and�self-declared�emigration�

It�should�be�borne�in�mind�that�there�is�often�quite�a�substantial�month�to�month�variation�in�tourism�and�migration�figures,�and�

one�needs�to�look�at�a�longer�period�of�several�months�to�be�able�to�detect�any�trends�and�patterns.�The�trend�regarding�the�

number�of�overseas�travellers�arriving�in�South�Africa�since�1999�is�shown�in�Figure�5.�Although�the�figure�shows�evidence�of�

seasonal� fluctuations,�the� level�of�overseas� tourism�over� the�period�has�shown�an�upward�trend.�The�historical� trends�in� the�

number�of�immigrants�and�self-declared�emigrants�are�shown�in�Figure�6.�The�Figure�shows�that�since�1999,�the�number�of�

documented� immigrants�has� remained� less� than� the�number� of� self-declared� emigrants.� However,� the� gap� between� the� two�

trends�is�slowly�closing�down�during�the�last�quarter�of�2003,�as�can�be�seen�from�the�Figure.�

�
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