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INTRODUCTION 
 
Stats SA receives marriages data electronically from the Department of Home Affairs on a monthly basis. The data 
comprise of the demographic information of married couples and other related variables. The information is aquired 
in two fold. Marriages where both parties have ID numbers are captured at Home Affairs, data for each month is 
saved on a separate text file. This is then downloaded via FTP from the mainframe. State Information Technology 
Agency (SITA) also assists with writing the data on a CD in cases where we are unable to connect to the 
mainframe. For marriages where one or both parties do not have an ID number (this is ± 150 forms), Home Affairs 
sends copies of marriage certificates.  
 
Divorce forms together with court rolls are received monthly by mail from the 12 high courts in South Africa and 
satellites or family courts operating under the Northern-eastern divorce court, the Southern divorce court and 
Ferreirasdorp court.  
 
This release provides 2005 information on registered marriages and granted divorces. 
 
KEY FINDINGS 
 
1. Marriages 
 
1.1 Officially recorded marriages 
 
The overall number of officially recorded marriages in South Africa in 2005 was 180 657. This represented an 
increase of 4 136 marriages as compared to 176 521 marriages recorded in 2004. Table 1.1 (page 14) shows that 
Gauteng recorded the highest number of marriages (44 831), followed by Western Cape (28 517) and KwaZulu-
Natal (28 461). Northern Cape recorded the lowest number of marriages (4 653). Figure 1 (page 6) shows the 
crude marriage rates by province. It is observed that Western Cape recorded the highest crude marriage rate 
(613,8 per 100 000 of the population), followed by Northern Cape (515,7 per 100 000 of the population), Gauteng 
(497,1 per 100 000 of the population) and Free State (490,2 per 100 000 of the population). Limpopo recorded the 
lowest crude rate (186,9 per 100 000 of the population). 
 
1.2 Officially recorded marriages by way of solemnisation 
 
Table 1.1 shows that a considerable number (93 440) of marriages were solemnised by civil rites. This constituted 
over a half (51,7%) of all recorded marriages. A total of 59 032 marriages were solemnised through religious rites, 
which constituted 32,7% of all recorded marriages. The distribution of marriages by way of solemnisation and 
province, as shown graphically in figure 2 (page 7), indicates that marriages solemnised by civil rites were most 
common in all provinces except in KwaZulu-Natal and Western Cape, where religious marriages were more 
prevalent than civil marriages. 
 
1.3 Officially recorded marriages by age and marital status 
 
The information provided in Table 1.2 indicates that bridegrooms were, on average, older than their brides (35,9 
was the average age for bridegrooms, while 31,4 was the average age for brides at the time of marriage). The 
overall median age at the time of marriages was 33,0 years for bridegrooms and 29,0 years for brides. Divorcees 
recorded the highest median age, followed by widowers and widows, for both bridegrooms and brides, respectively.  
It is further observed in Table 1.2 that most people who got married had never been married before, followed by 
those who were widowed and finally those who were divorced. 
 
Age at first marriage is important as it influences the timing of childbearing, the number of years in which a couple 
is exposed to childbearing (in communities where childbearing starts with the formation of marital union) and 
ultimately fertility.  In 2005, the median age for females marrying for the first time (spinsters) was 28,2 years, while 
the median age for males marrying for the first time (bachelors) was 32,0 years. Figure 3 provides information on 
age pattern of marriage for spinsters and bachelors. It is observed that the number of marriages was higher for 
spinsters than for bachelors up to age 29, after which the number was higher for bachelors.  The peak number of 
marriages for bachelors and spinsters was at ages 30 to 34 years and 25 to 29 years, respectively.  
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2.       Divorces 
 
Officially recorded divorces  
 
The total number of recorded divorces in 2005 was 32 484 (see Table 2.1). This figure was higher than the one 
recorded in 2004 (31 768).  Gauteng recorded the highest number of divorces (12 302), followed by Western Cape 
(5 381) and KwaZulu-Natal (3 960). Northern Cape recorded the lowest number of divorces (520). The distribution 
of divorces by population group indicates that white population group recorded the highest number of divorces 
(11 582), followed by African (8 672), coloured (3 568) and Indian/Asian (1 635) population groups. The number of 
divorces in which the population group of individuals involved was not specified was 6 489. 
  
Overall, the modified divorce rate for 2005 was 528,2 per 100 000 married couples. Figure 4 shows that Gauteng 
recorded the highest modified divorce rate (943,5 per 100 000 married couples), followed by Western Cape (763,8 
per 100 000 married couples). The lowest rates (less than 300 divorces per 100 000 married couples) were 
observed in Mpumalanga (297,3), Eastern Cape (211,7) and Limpopo (132,1). The distribution of divorces by 
population group indicates that white population group recorded the highest modified divorce rate (1 156,9 per 
100 000 married couples), followed by Indian/Asian (672,5 per 100 000 married couples) and coloured (633,2 per 
100 000 married couples) population groups. African population group recorded the lowest modified divorce rate 
(203,7 per 100 000 married couples). 
 
2.2 Divorce by way of solemnisation, population group and province 
 
In Table 2.2.1, it is observed that 23 898 (74,0%) divorces were among couples whose marriages were solemnised 
through civil rites, while 5 907 (18,0%) divorces were among those whose marriages were solemnised through 
religious rites.  The way of solemnisation for 2 679 (8,0%) divorces was not specified. The highest percentage of 
divorces among marriages solemnised under civil rights was observed in Gauteng (33,5%), followed by Western 
Cape (18,5%) and KwaZulu Natal (13,1%), while the lowest percentage was observed in Northern Cape (1,7%). 
Detailed information on divorces by way of solemnisation, population group and province is shown in Tables 2.2.2 
to 2.2.7. Figure 5 shows that, for all population groups, the majority of divorces occurred among couples whose 
marriages were solemnised through civil rites, although the extent differed by population group.   
 
2.3 Divorce by age and population group 
 
Figure 6 and figure 7 show the number of divorces by age and population group for males and females, 
respectively. It is observed that, in both cases (males and females), the age pattern of divorce by sex and 
population group is largely the same.  Furthermore, it is observed that divorces occurred mostly around ages 30 to 
44 years, for all population groups. The peak age of divorce for white and African males was 35 to 39 years and 40 
to 44 years, respectively. For females, the peak age was 30 to 34 years for all population groups, except for African 
population group for which the peak age was 35 to 39 years. The number of divorces generally increased with age, 
reached the peak ages, and then declined steadily. 
 
2.4 Divorce by duration of marriage and population group 
 
Figure 8 shows that the distribution of divorces by duration of marriage at the time of divorce was basically the 
same for all population groups, although the actual number of divorces differed by population group (the highest 
and the lowest figures were observed among white and ‘mixed’ population groups, respectively). The distribution of 
divorces was skewed towards earlier ages of marriage, with the highest number of divorces being observed for 
people who had been married for 5 to 9 years. For marriages that lasted for 10 years or above, the number of 
divorces decreased as the duration of marriages increased, for all population groups. Divorces were particularly 
fewer among those who had been married for at least 35 years. 
 
Tables 2.3.1 and 2.4.1 provide information on the distribution of divorces by duration of marriage and age of 
husband and age of wife, respectively. From these Tables, it is observed that, for both males and females, the 
highest number of divorces was recorded at ages 35 to 39 years. With regard to divorces recorded for those whose 
marriages had lasted for 5 to 9 years, the highest number of divorces was observed at ages 30 to 34, for both 
husbands and their wifes. Detailed data on divorces by duration of marriage and age of husband and age of wife 
for each population group are given in Tables 2.3.2 to 2.3.7 and Tables 2.4.2 to 2.4.7, respectively. 
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2.5 Divorce and minor children involved 
 
In 2005, a total of 32 394 minor children were involved in divorce. This figure was higher than the one observed in 
2004 (29 597). Figure 9 shows that white population group recorded the highest number (10 278) of minor children 
involved, followed by African (9 609), coloured (4 308), Indian/Asian (1 699) and ‘mixed’ (432). The number of 
minor children whose parents’ population group was not specified was 6 068. Table 2.5.1 shows that the number of 
minor children involved decreased as duration of marriage increased. Detailed data on divorces by number of 
minor children involved and population group are given in Tables 2.5.2 to 2.5.7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
                                                                           P J Lehohla 
 Statistician-General 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 
Collection and compilation of data on marriages 
 
Marriage officers obtain data on marriages from the marriage certificates that are submitted to the Department of 
Home Affairs. Most often magistrates, justices of peace, commissioners and ministers of religion serve as marriage 
officers, although other public service employees may also be designated to serve in such capacities. Marriages 
solemnised in courts are classed under civil marriages and are recorded by the Department of Home Affairs within 
three days of solemnisation of any marriage. 
 
However, as of the 01 June 1996 no magistrate or designated persons from the Department of Justice solemnised 
marriages. The Department of Home Affairs now conducts the solemnisation of marriages. Data capture of the 
marriage details is subsequently carried out at the Department of Home Affairs. Details of the bride and bridegroom 
are recorded together with the religious denomination of the officiating minister. At the coding of data stage, codes 
are assigned only to the religious denominations with significant numbers of marriages.  
 
Collection and compilation of data on divorces 
 
Stats SA, through registrars of the twelve Supreme Courts, administers the divorce form. Data capture and editing 
are carried out at Stats SA. In addition to other relevant information, the divorce form seeks information on how the 
marriage had been solemnised. Prior to the 1998 passing of the Recognition of Customary Marriages Act 120 of 
1998 the divorce form only recognised ‘religious’ and ‘civil’ as ways of solemnisation of the marriage. 
Undocumented cases of abandonment do not appear in the statistics nor do divorces that have been granted by 
religious or traditional authorities outside the civil courts.  
 
Clarity on the choice of explanatory variables included in the report 
 
The heterogeneity of the South African society makes it necessary to distinguish between global (national) effects 
and effects that apply specifically to certain population subgroups. For this reason, the divorce data is 
disaggregated into different relevant variables such as province, duration of marriage, marital status at time of 
marriage, occupation of spouse at time of divorce, population group, number of minor children, etc.  
 
Of all the above variables, the relevance of population group is persistently questioned. The Department of Home 
Affairs does not collect information on this variable in the marriage statistics or in its other statistics (as at 1999). 
The divorce form however, still collects information on this variable for the purposes of informing policy. As 
coverage among Africans is still relatively low, it is necessary to keep the population variable in order to monitor the 
progress made in improving coverage.  
 
There is, however, a section of the population that chooses not to be placed in any population group by not filling in 
the question on population group. Previously, imputation was applied to cases where population groups were 
omitted. This entailed using the names reported and other available characteristics to decipher the likely population 
group. This practice has been discontinued since the 1995 marriages and divorces report. The report carries in its 
summary marriages between people of different population groups and marriages where the population group is 
not specified, respectively categorised as mixed and unspecified. 
 
Notes and Concepts 
 
Clarification on the way of solemnisation of marriage  
 
‘Civil’ marriages refer to all marriages solemnised in courts either by a magistrate or designated marriage officer. 
However, as of 01 June 1996, no magistrate or designated persons from the Department of Justice solemnised 
marriages. The Department of Home Affairs now conducts the solemnisation of marriages.  
 
The category ‘Religious’ refers to marriages that were solemnised under Christian or Jewish and Hebrew rites. It 
excludes customary, traditional marriages, and certain religious rites, especially that of Islamic marriages. Once 
these unrecognised marriages are recognised by law and recorded then the use of the category ‘religious’ would 
be representative of the way marriages are solemnised in South Africa. 
 
In cases where the religious denomination is not known or when the church description is vague, these are coded 
as ‘unspecified’. In some of these cases only the name of the town or place where the marriages were registered is 
indicated. 
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Definitions 
 
Crude Marriage Rate (CMR) is an index of marriage used to describe the incidence of marriage.  It is expressed 
as the number of registered marriages per 100 000 population.  CMR is calculated as follows: 
 

 000,100x
P
MCMR =  

 
 Where: 
 CMR = Crude Marriage Rate 
 M = Number of registered marriages 
 P = Total mid-year population 
 
 
Modified Crude Divorce Rate (dmar) is an index of divorce used to indicate the divorce rate based on the number 
of married couples.  It is expressed as the number of recorded divorces per 100 000 married couples.  In 
intercensal years it is difficult to obtain a good estimate of the denominator.  The denominator is usually obtained 
by either averaging the number of male and female, or by using one or the other.  For the calculating of the 
modified crude divorce rate in this report the number of married persons who are female was used as the 
denominator 
 
The modified crude divorce rate is calculated as follows: 
 

 000,100x
P
Dd

f
mar =  

 
 Where: 
 mard  = Divorce rate for married couples in a given year 
 D = Number of divorces in a given year 
 Pf = Number of married persons who are female 
 
 
Symbols and Abbreviations 
 
= Nil or not applicable 
+  = A plus sign after a figure denotes ‘and over’, therefore 50+ means 50 and over 
<  = This sign before a figure denotes ‘less than’, therefore <20 means less than 20 
 
UNSPEC = Unspecified 
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 Fig. 2: Way of solemnisation of marriage by province,
            2005          
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Fig. 1: Crude marriage rates per 100 000 of the 
           population by province, 2005

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

    
  W

es
tern 

 C
ape

    
  N

ort
he

rn 
Cap

e
    

  G
au

ten
g

    
  F

ree
 Stat

e
    

  N
ort

h W
es

t
    

  E
as

tern 
Cap

e

    
  K

waZ
ulu

-N
ata

l
    

  M
pu

mala
ng

a
    

  L
im

po
po

Province

C
ru

de
 m

ar
ria

ge
 ra

te
s



Statistics South Africa P0307 

Marriages and divorces, 2005 

8

 
 

Fig. 3: Age at first marriage for bachelors and spinsters, 2005
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Fig. 4: Modified divorce rate by province, 2005
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Fig. 5: Divorce by way of solemnisation of marriage and population group, 2005
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Fig. 6: Divorce by age group and population group (males), 2005

0

500

1 000

1 500

2 000

2 500

<2
0

20
-24

25
-29

30
-34

35
-39

40
-44

45
-49

50
-54

55
-59

60
-64

65
-69

70
-74 75

+

Age group

N
um

be
r o

f d
iv

or
ce

s

African Coloured Indian/Asian White Mixed

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Statistics South Africa P0307 

Marriages and divorces, 2005 

12

Fig. 7: Divorce by age group and population group (females), 2005
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Fig. 8: Divorce by duration of marriage at the time of divorce and population group, 2005
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Fig. 9: Minor children involved by population group, 2005
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1.     MARRIAGES                                                            
1.1   NUMBER OF MARRIAGES BY WAY OF SOLEMNISATION AND PROVINCE    

 
WAY OF SOLEMNISATION 

PROVINCE TOTAL 
RELIGIOUS CIVIL UNSPECIFIED 

        
TOTAL 180 657 59 032 93 440 28 185
      
WESTERN CAPE 28 517 14 847 11 721 1 949
EASTERN CAPE 22 104 6 643 12 034 3 427
NORTHERN CAPE 4 653 1 618 2 058 977
FREE STATE 14 475 4 047 9 877 551
KWAZULU-NATAL 28 461 14 985 8 367 5 109
NORTH WEST 13 312 2 440 9 137 1 735
GAUTENG 44 831 11 454 25 790 7 587
MPUMALANGA 9 397 1 726 3 771 3 900
LIMPOPO 10 529 762 7 091 2 676
      
UNSPECIFIED 3 888 478 3 182 228
      
MARRIAGE NOT SOLEMNISED IN SA 490 32 412 46
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1.     MARRIAGES 
1.2  AGE OF BRIDEGROOM AND BRIDE BY MARITAL STATUS AT THE TIME OF MARRIAGE      
 

           

 MARITAL STATUS AT THE TIME OF MARRIAGE 
           
           

AGE GROUP BRIDEGROOM BRIDE 
           
           
 TOTAL BACHELOR WIDOWER DIVORCEE UNSPEC TOTAL SPINSTER WIDOW DIVORCEE UNSPEC
           
           

 TOTAL 180 657 148 167 5 794 4 881 21 815 180 657 153 429 5 430 3 824 17 974
        
 AVERAGE AGE 35,9 34,2 39,4 53,0 43,1 31,4 30,3 32,2 46,8 39,3
        
 MEDIAN AGE 33,0 32,0 39,0 52,0 42,0 29,0 28,2 28,0 46,0 38,0

              
<16 - - - - - - - - - -

16-19 293 266 11 2 14 3 608 3 264 195 17 132
20-24 13 363 12 667 401 27 268 36 674 34 171 1 452 89 962
25-29 41 471 39 301 1 070 61 1 039 52 520 48 740 1 335 210 2 235
30-34 44 160 39 963 785 261 3 151 36 927 32 083 658 387 3 799
35-39 30 359 24 597 650 545 4 567 21 164 16 484 375 562 3 743
40-44 19 293 13 345 925 642 4 381 12 736 8 775 433 497 3 031
45-49 12 122 7 197 807 605 3 513 7 704 4 662 473 562 2 007
50-54 7 731 4 330 528 585 2 288 4 284 2 473 287 414 1 110
55-59 5 010 2 771 335 562 1 342 2 362 1 348 142 336 536
60-64 2 882 1 512 198 494 678 1 358 723 60 324 251
65-69 1 990 1 138 70 438 344 722 383 14 221 104
70-74 964 508 5 311 140 353 189 4 123 37
75-79 589 319 4 213 53 189 104 1 63 21
80-84 280 157 2 95 26 45 20 - 19 6
85-89 118 70 1 39 8 10 9 1 - -
90+ 32 26 2 1 3 1 1 - - -
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2      DIVORCES 
2.1   NUMBER OF DIVORCES BY POPULATION GROUP AND PROVINCE 

                
           

    POPULATION GROUP 
                

PROVINCE TOTAL            
    AFRICAN COLOURED INDIAN/ASIAN WHITE MIXED UNSPECIFIED
                
         

TOTAL 32 484 8 672 3 568 1 635 11 582 538 6 489
          
WESTERN CAPE 5 381 510 2 184 57 1 534 125 971
EASTERN CAPE 1 928 745 281 17 452 32 401
NORTHERN CAPE 520 90 141 - 144 13 132
FREE STATE 1 662 616 52 3 735 16 240
KWAZULU-NATAL 3 960 1 023 207 1 136 1 332 97 165
NORTH WEST 1 874 942 33 3 508 17 371
GAUTENG 12 302 2 828 397 271 5 121 165 3 520
MPUMALANGA 1 170 444 18 16 636 18 38
LIMPOPO 996 569 28 7 327 12 53
          
FOREIGN 52 10 - - 32 3 7
          
UNSPECIFIED 2 639 895 227 125 761 40 591
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2.        DIVORCES 
2.2      WAY OF SOLEMNISATION OF MARRIAGE BY PROVINCE  
2.2.1   TOTAL  
 

     
  WAY OF SOLEMNISATION 
     

PROVINCE TOTAL    
  RELIGIOUS CIVIL UNSPECIFIED 
     

         
TOTAL DIVORCES 32 484 5 907 23 898 2 679
       
WESTERN CAPE 5 381 829 4 432 120
EASTERN CAPE 1 928 242 1 414 272
NORTHERN CAPE 520 69 410 41
FREE STATE 1 662 348 1 198 116
KWAZULU-NATAL 3 960 675 3 122 163
NORTH WEST 1 874 236 1 526 112
GAUTENG 12 302 2 851 7 997 1 454
MPUMALANGA 1 170 140 988 42
LIMPOPO 996 128 835 33
      
FOREIGN 52 16 31 5
 
UNSPECIFIED 2 639 373 1 945 321
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2.        DIVORCES  
2.2      WAY OF SOLEMNISATION OF MARRIAGE BY PROVINCE AND POPULATION GROUP  
2.2.2   AFRICAN 
 

     
  WAY OF SOLEMNISATION 
     

PROVINCE TOTAL    
  RELIGIOUS CIVIL UNSPECIFIED 
     

         
TOTAL 8 672 579 7 547 546
   
WESTERN CAPE 510 27 471 12
EASTERN CAPE 745 45 638 62
NORTHERN CAPE 90 4 77 9
FREE STATE 616 62 518 36
KWAZULU-NATAL 1 023 67 907 49
NORTH WEST 942 37 863 42
GAUTENG 2 828 236 2 381 211
MPUMALANGA 444 17 407 20
LIMPOPO 569 38 515 16
   
FOREIGN 10 1 7 2
   
UNSPECIFIED 895 45 763 87
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2.        DIVORCES  
2.2      WAY OF SOLEMNISATION OF MARRIAGE BY PROVINCE AND POPULATION GROUP  
2.2.3   COLOURED  
          

     
  WAY OF SOLEMNISATION 
     

PROVINCE TOTAL    
  RELIGIOUS CIVIL UNSPECIFIED 
     

      
TOTAL 3 568 163 3 302 103
      
WESTERN CAPE 2 184 71 2 076 37
EASTERN CAPE 281 9 260 12
NORTHERN CAPE 141 4 130 7
FREE STATE 52 3 47 2
KWAZULU-NATAL 207 11 189 7
NORTH WEST 33 2 27 4
GAUTENG 397 42 327 28
MPUMALANGA 18 2 16 -
LIMPOPO 28 2 25 1
      
FOREIGN - - - -
      
UNSPECIFIED 227 17 205 5
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2.         DIVORCES  
2.2       WAY OF SOLEMNISATION OF MARRIAGE BY PROVINCE AND POPULATION GROUP                         
2.2.4    INDIAN/ASIAN  
 

       
    WAY OF SOLEMNISATION 

          
PROVINCE TOTAL      

    RELIGIOUS  CIVIL UNSPECIFIED 
          
         

TOTAL 1 635 124 1 457 54 
         
WESTERN CAPE 57 4 52 1 
EASTERN CAPE 17 2 14 1 
NORTHERN CAPE - - - - 
FREE STATE 3 - 2 1 
KWAZULU-NATAL 1 136 85 1 021 30 
NORTH WEST 3 - 3 - 
GAUTENG 271 24 234 13 
MPUMALANGA 16 1 15 - 
LIMPOPO 7 - 6 1 
       
FOREIGN - - - - 
       
UNSPECIFIED 125 8 110 7 
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2.         DIVORCES  
2.2       WAY OF SOLEMNISATION OF MARRIAGE BY PROVINCE AND POPULATION GROUP                         
2.2.5    WHITE  
 
       

    WAY OF SOLEMNISATION 
          

        PROVINCE TOTAL      
    RELIGIOUS  CIVIL UNSPECIFIED 
          
         

TOTAL 11 582 3 731 7 479 372
         
WESTERN CAPE 1 534 578 918 38
EASTERN CAPE 452 150 288 14
NORTHERN CAPE 144 40 97 7
FREE STATE 735 255 446 34
KWAZULU-NATAL 1 332 457 835 40
NORTH WEST 508 132 355 21
GAUTENG 5 121 1 703 3 267 151
MPUMALANGA 636 111 509 16
LIMPOPO 327 83 234 10
         
FOREIGN 32 12 19 1
         
UNSPECIFIED 761 210 511 40
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2.         DIVORCES  
2.2       WAY OF SOLEMNISATION OF MARRIAGE BY PROVINCE AND POPULATION GROUP   
2.2.6    MIXED  
 

       
    WAY OF SOLEMNISATION 

          
PROVINCE TOTAL      

    RELIGIOUS  CIVIL UNSPECIFIED 
          

        
TOTAL 538 61 453 24
         
WESTERN CAPE 125 11 110 4
EASTERN CAPE 32 2 28 2
NORTHERN CAPE 13 3 8 2
FREE STATE 16 1 15 -
KWAZULU-NATAL 97 9 83 5
NORTH WEST 17 3 12 2
GAUTENG 165 27 129 9
MPUMALANGA 18 1 17 -
LIMPOPO 12 - 12 -
      
FOREIGN 3 1 2 -
      
UNSPECIFIED 40 3 37 -
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2.         DIVORCES  
2.2       WAY OF SOLEMNISATION OF MARRIAGE BY PROVINCE AND POPULATION GROUP                         
2.2.7    UNSPECIFIED 
 

          

PROVINCE TOTAL WAY OF SOLEMNISATION 
          
         
    RELIGIOUS CIVIL UNSPECIFIED 
          

         
TOTAL 6 489 1 249 3 660 1 580
         
WESTERN CAPE 971 138 805 28
EASTERN CAPE 401 34 186 181
NORTHERN CAPE 132 18 98 16
FREE STATE 240 27 170 43
KWAZULU-NATAL 165 46 87 32
NORTH WEST 371 62 266 43
GAUTENG 3 520 819 1 659 1 042
MPUMALANGA 38 8 24 6
LIMPOPO 53 5 43 5
     
FOREIGN 7 2 3 2
 
UNSPECIFIED 591 90 319 182
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2.         DIVORCES  
2.3       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF HUSBAND  
2.3.1    TOTAL         
               

                  
    AGE OF HUSBAND  
                              
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE  TOTAL                            

IN YEARS   <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59   60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPEC
                                

                
TOTAL DIVORCES 32 484 2 295 2 118 4 667 5 631 5 439 4 018 2 438 1 357 675 315 127 100 5 302
    

0-4 6 899 2 275 1 356 1 587 1 056 672 427 259 156 96 56 23 30 904
5-9 8 778 - 20 735 2 220 2 009 1 184 675 355 220 105 59 25 23 1 148

10-14 6 485 - - 27 834 1 840 1 480 733 373 193 99 47 29 16 814
15-19 4 036 - - - 26 705 1 384 782 323 147 84 32 15 7 531
20-24 2 672 - - - - 21 690 962 429 140 65 14 5 8 338
25-29 1 358 - - - - - 29 425 449 159 51 27 10 5 203
30-34 752 - - - - - - 14 250 258 65 24 5 6 130
35-39 269 - - - - - - - - 84 86 25 6 - 68
40-44 102 - - - - - - - - - 24 31 9 5 33
45-49 21 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 21
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

    
UNSPECIFIED 1 112 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 112
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2.         DIVORCES                
2.3       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF HUSBAND AND POPULATION GROUP         
2.3.2    AFRICAN                
  
                  
    AGE OF HUSBAND 
                               
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE 

TOTAL                            

IN YEARS   <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPEC 
                                
                               
TOTAL 8 672 - 15 246 859 1 593 1 725 1 365 779 367 201 102 47 34 1 339 
               
0-4 1 546 - 14 186 387 320 197 104 65 24 19 12 3 8 207 
5-9 2 497 - 1 56 402 768 492 258 118 66 41 18 6 9 262 
10-14 2 045 - - 4 69 431 653 377 172 67 31 16 13 7 205 
15-19 1 116 - - - 1 73 309 361 138 54 27 13 6 - 134 
20-24 657 - - - - 1 71 223 170 54 31 7 5 4 91 
25-29 269 - - - - - 3 41 92 46 19 13 7 1 47 
30-34 140 - - - - - - 1 24 50 20 9 3 2 31 
35-39 33 - - - - - - - - 6 11 8 1 - 7 
40-44 16 - - - - - - - - - 2 6 3 3 2 
45-49 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
              
UNSPECIFIED 349 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 349 
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2.        DIVORCES                
2.3      DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF HUSBAND AND POPULATION GROUP         
2.3.3  COLOURED 
               

 
 

         
AGE OF HUSBAND 

 
                              
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE TOTAL                            

IN YEARS   <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPEC 
                                
                               
TOTAL 3 568 - 41 303 660 690 713 431 240 124 51 28 10 6 271
             
0-4 632 - 35 166 182 87 50 31 19 12 11 3 3 1 32
5-9 928 - 6 130 336 188 103 66 26 15 5 9 3 2 39
10-14 775 - - 7 136 286 181 65 30 11 10 4 1 2 42
15-19 526 - - - 6 126 243 65 35 12 5 2 1 1 30
20-24 352 - - - - 3 130 136 45 10 4 - - - 24
25-29 155 - - - - - 6 66 48 18 3 4 - - 10
30-34 84 - - - - - - 2 37 36 2 3 - - 4
35-39 23 - - - - - - - - 10 7 1 1 - 4
40-44 9 - - - - - - - - - 4 2 1 - 2
45-49 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
             
UNSPECIFIED 82 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 82
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2.        DIVORCES                
2.3      DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF HUSBAND AND POPULATION GROUP        
2.3.4   INDIAN/ASIAN                
  

                  

   AGE OF HUSBAND 
                              

DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE TOTAL                            

IN YEARS   <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPEC
                                
                   
TOTAL 1 635 3 119 301 369 277 207 103 56 33 17 3 1 - 146
                          

0-4 365 3 89 120 57 33 14 11 9 4 1 - 1 - 23
5-9 400 - 30 145 122 49 22 8 4 3 1 - - - 16

10-14 309 - - 36 155 66 23 7 6 - 2 - - - 14
15-19 219 - - - 35 103 53 6 4 1 3 - - - 14
20-24 155 - - - - 26 75 30 9 3 1 - - - 11
25-29 78 - - - - - 20 35 10 5 2 - - - 6
30-34 34 - - - - - - 6 14 6 5 - - - 3
35-39 16 - - - - - - - - 11 1 2 - - 2
40-44 5 - - - - - - - - - 1 1 - - 3
45-49 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

              
UNSPECIFIED 54 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 54
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2.         DIVORCES                
2.3       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF HUSBAND AND POPULATION GROUP    
2.3.5    WHITE                 
  

                  
 
   AGE OF HUSBAND 
                               
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE  TOTAL                            
IN YEARS  <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPEC

                                
                      
TOTAL 11 582 1 148 987 1 984 2 032 1 892 1 397 947 588 303 123 46 39 1 095
            

0-4 2 816 1 142 642 646 408 296 208 135 83 52 31 12 15 145
5-9 2 928 - 6 337 934 585 341 229 143 103 38 21 10 5 176

10-14 2 014 - - 8 387 715 369 169 108 78 42 15 9 6 108
15-19 1 351 - - - 17 317 536 189 87 50 41 14 5 4 91
20-24 977 - - - - 7 337 370 132 43 20 5 - 3 60
25-29 578 - - - - - 13 224 205 59 18 5 3 2 49
30-34 340 - - - - - - 8 137 123 30 6 1 4 31
35-39 139 - - - - - - - - 49 48 11 2 - 29
40-44 48 - - - - - - - - - 14 15 4 - 15
45-49 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

            
UNSPECIFIED 388 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 388
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2.         DIVORCES  
2.3       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF HUSBAND AND POPULATION GROUP 
2.3.6    MIXED                 
                
    

 
  

  
 AGE OF HUSBAND 

 
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE  TOTAL                             

IN YEARS   <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPEC
                                
                              
TOTAL 538 - 7 54 106 85 88 56 33 23 10 6 2 2 66
    -         

0-4 163 - 7 34 43 21 15 9 4 2 1 1 - 2 24
5-9 185 - - 17 56 35 30 15 7 6 2 3 1 - 13

10-14 75 - - 3 7 26 16 9 5 4 - 1 - - 4
15-19 46 - - - - 3 19 11 6 1 2 1 - - 3
20-24 29 - - - - - 8 9 7 3 - - - - 2
25-29 11 - - - - - - 3 3 2 1 - - - 2
30-34 8 - - - - - - - 1 5 2 - - - -
35-39 4 - - - - - - - - - 2 - 1 - 1
40-44 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
45-49 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

             
UNSPECIFIED 17 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 17
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2.         DIVORCES               
2.3       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF HUSBAND AND POPULATION GROUP        
2.3.7    UNSPECIFIED  
 

 
             

 
 
 

                  
    AGE OF HUSBAND  
                              
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE  TOTAL                            

IN YEARS   <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59   60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPEC
                                

                        
TOTAL 6 489 - 43 300 715 912 786 606 365 205 94 45 20 17 2 381
    -         

0-4 1 377 - 40 199 245 181 92 64 30 30 10 5 5 4 472
5-9 1 840 - 3 100 344 347 189 94 59 26 19 8 5 7 639

10-14 1 267 - - 1 124 269 215 102 50 32 15 10 6 1 442
15-19 778 - - - 2 109 191 124 54 25 9 - 3 1 260
20-24 502 - - - - 6 94 159 59 21 9 2 - 1 151
25-29 267 - - - - - 5 61 77 25 8 3 - 1 87
30-34 146 - - - - - - 2 36 34 9 5 1 - 59
35-39 54 - - - - - - - - 12 11 5 - - 26
40-44 24 - - - - - - - - - 4 7 - 2 11
45-49 12 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 12
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

             
UNSPECIFIED 222 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 222
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2.        DIVORCES                
2.4      DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF WIFE  
2.4.1   TOTAL  
         
 
   AGE OF WIFE 
                              
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE  TOTAL                            
IN YEARS   <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPEC

                                
                       
TOTAL DIVORCES 32 484 37 1 093 3 744 5 649 5 845 4 774 3 064 1 626 806 341 128 42 22 5 313
     

0-4 6 899 37 874 1 821 1 329 776 551 306 171 84 39 26 13 4 868
5-9 8 778 - 219 1 733 2 460 1 539 793 469 222 121 43 16 5 3 1 155

10-14 6 485 - - 190 1 620 1 972 1 014 479 221 108 38 16 9 4 814
15-19 4 036 - - - 240 1 331 1 168 460 161 67 45 14 2 3 545
20-24 2 672 - - - - 222 1 085 697 207 74 21 10 2 3 351
25-29 1 358 - - - - 5 163 556 292 98 26 6 1 1 210
30-34 752 - - - - - - 97 352 129 39 10 4 - 121
35-39 269 - - - - - - - - 125 52 9 4 1 78
40-44 102 - - - - - - - - - 38 21 2 3 38
45-49 21 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 21
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

     
UNSPECIFIED 1 112 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 112
 
 
 



Statistics South Africa P0307 

Marriages and divorces, 2005 

33

 
 
2.         DIVORCES                
2.4       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF WIFE AND POPULATION GROUP         
2.4.2    AFRICAN                 
  

                  

  AGE OF WIFE 
                             

TOTAL                            

DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE  
IN YEARS  

  <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPEC
                                

                       
 TOTAL 8 672 4 129 814 1 470 1 778 1 457 887 407 186 69 34 5 5 1 427
                          

0-4 1 546 4 106 414 390 203 109 59 29 10 6 - 2 1 213
5-9 2 497 - 23 367 738 566 278 131 55 27 7 6 1 - 298

10-14 2 045 - - 33 312 701 446 208 75 30 7 3 - 1 229
15-19 1 116 - - - 30 280 410 167 50 21 10 7 1 - 140
20-24 657 - - - - 27 192 227 83 22 6 3 - - 97
25-29 269 - - - - 1 22 76 68 37 9 2 - - 54
30-34 140 - - - - - - 19 47 29 14 5 - - 26
35-39 33 - - - - - - - - 10 6 3 1 - 13
40-44 16 - - - - - - - - - 4 5 - 3 4
45-49 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 4
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

             
UNSPECIFIED 349 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 349
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2.         DIVORCES                
2.4       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF WIFE AND POPULATION GROUP         
2.4.3    COLOURED                 
  

                  

  AGE OF WIFE 
                             

TOTAL                            

DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE  
IN YEARS 

  <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPEC
                                

                       
 TOTAL 3 568 1 117 447 674 764 599 347 210 79 36 10 2 5 277
                         

0-4 632 1 84 211 128 67 57 22 17 5 5 4 - 2 29
5-9 928 - 33 215 285 177 76 49 28 11 5 2 - 1 46

10-14 775 - - 21 234 276 113 48 21 13 4 1 1 - 43
15-19 526 - - - 27 214 162 61 23 8 5 - - - 26
20-24 352 - - - - 30 174 82 33 10 2 - - 1 20
25-29 155 - - - - - 17 74 39 10 2 1 - - 12
30-34 84 - - - - - - 11 49 13 3 - - - 8
35-39 23 - - - - - - - - 9 7 1 - 1 5
40-44 9 - - - - - - - - - 3 1 1 - 4
45-49 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

             
UNSPECIFIED 82 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 82
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2.        DIVORCES                
2.4      DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF WIFE AND POPULATION GROUP         
2.4.4   INDIAN/ASIAN                
  

                  

  AGE OF WIFE 
                             

TOTAL                            

DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE  
IN YEARS 

  <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPE
C 

                                
                       
TOTAL 1 635 3 119 301 369 277 207 103 56 33 17 3 1 - 146
                          

0-4 365 3 89 120 57 33 14 11 9 4 1 - 1 - 23
5-9 400 - 30 145 122 49 22 8 4 3 1 - - - 16

10-14 309 - - 36 155 66 23 7 6 - 2 - - - 14
15-19 219 - - - 35 103 53 6 4 1 3 - - - 14
20-24 155 - - - - 26 75 30 9 3 1 - - - 11
25-29 78 - - - - - 20 35 10 5 2 - - - 6
30-34 34 - - - - - - 6 14 6 5 - - - 3
35-39 16 - - - - - - - - 11 1 2 - - 2
40-44 5 - - - - - - - - - 1 1 - - 3
45-49 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

              
UNSPECIFIED 54 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 54
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2.         DIVORCES                
2.4       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF WIFE AND POPULATION GROUP         
2.4.5    WHITE                 
  

                  

  AGE OF WIFE 
TOTAL                             

DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE  
IN YEARS                              

    <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+  UNSPEC 
                                

                       
 TOTAL 11 582 21 556 1 563 2 087 2 052 1 690 1 191 690 372 160 58 27 8 1 107
             

0-4 2 816 21 457 749 487 333 267 160 87 49 23 16 9 1 157
5-9 2 928 - 99 741 841 454 263 177 102 56 25 5 2 2 161

10-14 2 014 - - 73 654 612 267 140 80 43 17 9 6 1 112
15-19 1 351 - - - 105 545 345 139 60 23 23 5 1 2 103
20-24 977 - - - - 107 470 233 57 31 6 7 1 1 64
25-29 578 - - - - 1 78 294 114 32 8 2 1 1 47
30-34 340 - - - - - - 48 190 58 10 3 3 - 28
35-39 139 - - - - - - - - 80 25 1 3 - 30
40-44 48 - - - - - - - - - 23 10 1 - 14
45-49 3 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

             
UNSPECIFIED 388 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 388
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2.         DIVORCES                
2.4       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF WIFE AND POPULATION GROUP         
2.4.6    MIXED                
  

                  

  AGE OF WIFE 
                             

TOTAL                            

DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE  
IN YEARS 

  <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPEC
                                

                       
 TOTAL 538 3 36 83 123 84 83 45 21 12 2 - - - 46
             

0-4 163 3 30 39 40 15 19 5 2 1 1 - - - 8
5-9 185 - 6 42 59 33 21 7 2 3 - - - - 12

10-14 75 - - 2 22 20 19 3 3 1 - - - - 5
15-19 46 - - - 2 14 14 11 3 1 - - - - 1
20-24 29 - - - - 2 10 11 4 2 - - - - -
25-29 11 - - - - - - 6 3 - 1 - - - 1
30-34 8 - - - - - - 2 4 2 - - - - -
35-39 4 - - - - - - - - 2 - - - - 2
40-44 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
45-49 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

     
UNSPECIFIED 17 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 17
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2.         DIVORCES                
2.4       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY AGE OF WIFE AND POPULATION GROUP         
2.4.7    UNSPECIFIED                 
  

                  

  AGE OF WIFE 
                             

TOTAL                            

DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE  
IN YEARS  

  <20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75+ UNSPEC
                                

                       
 TOTAL 6 489 5 136 536 926 890 738 491 242 124 57 23 7 4 2 310
             

0-4 1 377 5 108 288 227 125 85 49 27 15 3 6 1 - 438
5-9 1 840 - 28 223 415 260 133 97 31 21 5 3 2 - 622

10-14 1 267 - - 25 243 297 146 73 36 21 8 3 2 2 411
15-19 778 - - - 41 175 184 76 21 13 4 2 - 1 261
20-24 502 - - - - 30 164 114 21 6 6 - 1 1 159
25-29 267 - - - - 3 26 71 58 14 4 1 - - 90
30-34 146 - - - - - - 11 48 21 7 2 1 - 56
35-39 54 - - - - - - - - 13 13 2 - - 26
40-44 24 - - - - - - - - - 7 4 - - 13
45-49 12 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 12
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

             
UNSPECIFIED 222 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 222
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2.         DIVORCES       
2.5       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED  
2.5.1    TOTAL      
 

                
   NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED 
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE TOTAL                        

IN YEARS                          
    0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 UNSPEC
                            

                      
TOTAL MINOR 
CHILDREN 32 394 - 8 633 15 284 6 312 1 608 390 126 21 - - 20 -
   
TOTAL DIVORCES 32 484 9 846 8 633 7 642 2 104 402 78 21 3 - - 2 3 753
    

0-4 6 899 3 193 1 812 520 86 15 3 1 - - - 1 1 268
5-9 8 778 2 488 2 787 2 090 363 81 16 2 - - - - 951

10-14 6 485 1 216 1 634 2 340 686 119 18 5 2 - - - 465
15-19 4 036 590 852 1 598 622 112 26 10 - - - 1 225
20-24 2 672 611 830 712 232 49 14 2 1 - - - 221
25-29 1 358 603 360 124 48 13 1 - - - - - 209
30-34 752 420 117 30 9 1 - 1 - - - - 174
35-39 269 184 15 3 2 - - - - - - - 65
40-44 102 65 2 2 1 1 - - - - - - 31
45-49 21 14 2 - 1 1 - - - - - - 3
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - -

   
UNSPECIFIED 1 112 462 222 223 54 10 - - - - - - 141
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2.         DIVORCES               
2.5       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED AND POPULATION GROUP 
2.5.2    AFRICAN               
                           
                
          NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED  
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE TOTAL                         

IN YEARS                          
    0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ UNSPEC 
                            

               
TOTAL MINOR 
CHILDREN 9 609 - 2 480 4 100 2 085 624 200 96 14 - - 10 -
            
TOTAL DIVORCES 8 672 2 460 2 480 2 050 695 156 40 16 2 - - 1 772

           
0-4 1 546 681 455 169 28 5 1 1 - - - - 206
5-9 2 497 651 846 600 139 36 9 2 - - - - 214

10-14 2 045 410 532 651 264 42 11 4 1 - - - 130
15-19 1 116 191 282 358 159 41 10 7 - - - 1 67
20-24 657 175 180 161 57 19 8 1 1 - - - 55
25-34 269 127 65 26 20 5 1 - - - - - 25
30-34 140 67 34 11 3 1 - 1 - - - - 23
35-39 33 23 4 2 - - - - - - - - 4
40-44 16 8 2 1 - - - - - - - - 5
45-49 4 3 1 - - - - - - - - - -
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - -

           
UNSPECIFIED 349 124 79 71 25 7 - - - - - - 43
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2.          DIVORCES  
2.5        DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED AND POPULATION GROUP 
2.5.3     COLOURED 
                                                              

   

    
 

 NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED  
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE TOTAL                         

IN YEARS                          
  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ UNSPEC

                            
            
TOTAL MINOR 
CHILDREN 4 308 - 1 044 2 006 954 272 20 12 - - - - -

           
TOTAL DIVORCES 3 568 943 1 044 1 003 318 68 4 2 - - - - 186
          

0-4 632 262 244 63 10 - - - - - - - 53
5-9 928 219 333 271 49 9 - - - - - - 47

10-14 775 132 169 309 118 26 1 1 - - - - 19
15-19 526 71 103 228 96 22 2 1 - - - - 3
20-24 352 88 116 92 32 8 1 - - - - - 15
25-34 155 65 50 16 6 2 - - - - - - 16
30-34 84 50 15 3 - - - - - - - - 16
35-39 23 17 2 - - - - - - - - - 4
40-44 9 7 - - - - - - - - - - 2
45-49 2 1 - - - - - - - - - - 1
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - -

          
UNSPECIFIED 82 31 12 21 7 1 - - - - - - 10
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2.         DIVORCES  
2.5       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED AND POPULATION GROUP 
2.5.4    INDIAN/ASIAN     
                                                                        
 
        

 NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED  
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE IN YEARS   TOTAL                          

                           
    0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ UNSPEC
                            

               
TOTAL MINOR 
CHILDREN 1 699 - 511 778 345 60 5 - - - - - -

             
TOTAL DIVORCES 1 635 439 511 389 115 15 1 - - - - - 165
            

0-4 365 180 92 20 - 2 - - - - - - 71
5-9 400 98 174 77 13 2 1 - - - - - 35

10-14 309 33 92 140 29 2 - - - - - - 13
15-19 219 12 45 96 56 4 - - - - - - 6
20-24 155 24 65 38 14 5 - - - - - - 9
25-29 78 32 26 5 - - - - - - - - 15
30-34 34 27 3 - - - - - - - - - 4
35-39 16 13 - - - - - - - - - - 3
40-44 5 3 - - - - - - - - - - 2
45-49 - - - - - - - - - - - - -
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - -

            
UNSPECIFIED 54 17 14 13 3 - - - - - - - 7
 
 
 



Statistics South Africa P0307 

Marriages and divorces, 2005 

43

 
 
2.         DIVORCES  
2.5       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED AND POPULATION GROUP 
2.5.5    WHITE  

 
                

          NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED  
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE TOTAL                         

IN YEARS                          
    0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ UNSPEC
                            

                  
TOTAL MINOR 
CHILDREN 10 278 - 2 888 5 416 1 641 260 60 6 7 - - - -

            
TOTAL DIVORCES 11 582 3 896 2 888 2 708 547 65 12 1 1 - - - 1 464
           

0-4 2 816 1 428 639 169 26 3 - - - - - - 551
5-9 2 928 935 870 697 86 7 1 - - - - - 332

10-14 2 014 373 500 803 148 22 1 - 1 - - - 166
15-19 1 351 170 269 617 189 24 8 1 - - - - 73
20-24 977 205 340 275 81 6 2 - - - - - 68
25-29 578 277 149 55 8 2 - - - - - - 87
30-34 340 187 50 14 2 - - - - - - - 87
35-39 139 102 5 - 1 - - - - - - - 31
40-44 48 37 - 1 - - - - - - - - 10
45-49 3 3 - - - - - - - - - - -
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - -

          -
UNSPECIFIED 388 179 66 77 6 1 - - - - - - 59
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2.         DIVORCES  
2.5       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED AND POPULATION GROUP 
2.5.6    MIXED 
             

   
 

NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED 
DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE TOTAL                         

IN YEARS                          
    0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ UNSPEC
                            

               
TOTAL MINOR 
CHILDREN 432 - 146 182 72 32 - - - - - - -

            
TOTAL DIVORCES 538 195 146 91 24 8 - - - - - - 74
           

0-4 163 78 45 5 1 - - - - - - - 34
5-9 185 65 66 25 5 3 - - - - - - 21

10-14 75 15 15 31 7 2 - - - - - - 5
15-19 46 7 6 22 6 2 - - - - - - 3
20-24 29 9 9 5 3 1 - - - - - - 2
25-29 11 5 2 - 2 - - - - - - - 2
30-34 8 4 1 - - - - - - - - - 3
35-39 4 2 - - - - - - - - - - 2
40-44 - - - - - - - - - - - - -
45-49 - - - - - - - - - - - - -
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - -

           
UNSPECIFIED 17 10 2 3 - - - - - - - - 2
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2.         DIVORCES  
2.5       DURATION OF MARRIAGE BY NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED AND POPULATION GROUP 
2.5.7    UNSPECIFIED              
 

                
    NUMBER OF MINOR CHILDREN INVOLVED 

TOTAL                         DURATION OF 
MARRIAGE 
IN YEARS                          

    0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ UNSPEC
                            

                      
TOTAL MINOR 
CHILDREN 6 068 - 1 564 2 802 1 215 360 105 12 - - - 10 -

                       
TOTAL DIVORCES 6 489 1 913 1 564 1 401 405 90 21 2 - - - 1 1 092
           

0-4 1 377 564 337 94 21 5 2 - - - - 1 353
5-9 1 840 520 498 420 71 24 5 - - - - - 302

10-14 1 267 253 326 406 120 25 5 - - - - - 132
15-19 778 139 147 277 116 19 6 1 - - - - 73
20-24 502 110 120 141 45 10 3 1 - - - - 72
25-29 267 97 68 22 12 4 - - - - - - 64
30-34 146 85 14 2 4 - - - - - - - 41
35-39 54 27 4 1 1 - - - - - - - 21
40-44 24 10 - - 1 1 - - - - - - 12
45-49 12 7 1 - 1 1 - - - - - - 2
50+ - - - - - - - - - - - - -

           
UNSPECIFIED 222 101 49 38 13 1 - - - - - - 20
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General information 
 
Stats SA publishes approximately 300 different statistical releases each year. It is not economically viable to 
produce them in more than one of South Africa's eleven official languages. Since the releases are used 
extensively, not only locally but also by international economic and social-scientific communities, Stats SA releases 
are published in English. 
 
Stats SA has copyright on this publication. Users may apply the information as they wish, provided that they 
acknowledge Stats SA as the source of the basic data wherever they process, apply, utilise, publish or distribute 
the data and also that they specify that the relevant application and analysis (where applicable) result from their 
own processing of the data. 
 
An advance release calendar is disseminated on www.statssa.gov.za 
 
Stats SA products 
 
A complete set of Stats SA publications is available at the Stats SA Library and the following libraries: 
 
National Library of South Africa, Pretoria Division 
National Library of South Africa, Cape Town Division 
Natal Society Library, Pietermaritzburg 
Library of Parliament, Cape Town 
Bloemfontein Public Library 
Johannesburg Public Library 
Eastern Cape Library Services, King William’s Town 
Central Regional Library, Polokwane 
Central Reference Library, Nelspruit 
Central Reference Collection, Kimberley 
Central Reference Library, Mmabatho 
 
Stats SA also provides a subscription service. 
 
Electronic services 
 
A large range of data are available via on-line services, diskette, CD and computer printouts.  For more details 
about our electronic data services, contact (012) 310 8600/8390/8351/4892/8496/8095. 
 
You can visit us on the Internet at: www.statssa.gov.za  
 
Enquiries 
 
Telephone number: (012) 310 8600/8390/8351/4892/8496/8095 (user information services) 
 (012) 310 8228/310 8007 (technical enquiries) 
 (012) 310 8161 (orders) 
 (012) 310 4883/4885/8018 (library) 
 
Fax number: (012) 310 8664 (technical enquiries) 
 
Email: TshwarG@statssa.gov.za (technical enquiries) 
 info@statssa.gov.za (user information services) 
 distribution@statssa.gov.za (orders) 
 
Postal address: Private Bag X44, Pretoria, 0001 
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