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SUMMARY

This statistical news release has, in respect of the
last ‘two months, been released much later than
usual. The delay is a result of a shortage of sui-
tably trained personnel that the Central Statistical
Service is experiencing.

South Africa's inflation rate for September 1988 is
12,4%. It is *the thitd consecutive month that the
annual rate of inflation has remained virtually con-
stant (since a rate of 12,4% was noted for June
1988, an inflation rate of 12,4% and 12,3% respecti-
vely was calculated for July 1988 and Auqust 1988).

The monthly rate of increase in the seasonally ad-
justed Consumer Price Index fOor September 1988 is
1,3% (as was also the case for July 1988 and August
19RA), which, calculated at an annual rate, amounts
to 16,8%. According to Table 2 the relatively lar-
gest contributions to the monthly percentage change
of 1,4% in the non-seasonnally adjusted CPI wete
made by the increases in the bread and the fuel pri-
ces. Together ‘hese price increases were responsi-
ble for approximately two-thirds of the monthly per-
cenlaqe incieass (half of She monthly percentage in-
crease is Attributahle to the increase in the price
of fuel). 1In the light of the significant aforemen-
tioned price increases, the guestion of why the an-
nual inflation rate is not considerably higher, ari=-
ses. The answar i1s contained in the fact that the
monthly rate of increase is of the same magnitude as
that of a vyear aqo: in othet words, certain price
increases occurred from August Lo Sephtember 1987
which were not repeated this year (from August to
September 1988) and of which the effect were vir-
tually replaced by mainly the higher bread and fuel
prices. More specifically, for example, the vegeta-
ble price increases were responsible for almost 40%
of “he rate of increase from August to0 September
1987, while a general decrease in these prices were
ohserved for September 1988: similarly significant
increases occurred in the prices of furniture for
only September 1987. 1In aeneral it is notable that
food provides a constantly decreasing driving force
to the increase in the CPI.

The inflation rate for the lower, middle and higher
income groups is currently of approximately the same
magnitude (respectively it is 12,3%, 12,4% and

12,5%). The monthly rates of increase in the rela-
vant seasonally adjusted indices, however, show
greater differences - they respectively amount to

0,9%, 1,3% and 1,6%.

The Consumer Price Index for pensioners indicaktes an
inflation rate of 11,6% for September 1988 (as for
August 1988), with a monthly rate of increase of
1,1%.

Relatively large monthly increases occurred in the
prices of grain products (6,7%), meat {1,3%),
"orher" food {1,6%), clothing (1,4%), "other" house-
hold equipment and textiles (2,4%), household consu-
mable goods (2,1%), running costs of transport
{9,6%), public and hired transport [2,4%) and perso-
nal care (2,4%), while a relatively large decrease
in the price of vegetables (-3,2%) were observed.

. The area with the largest annual price increases was
the Klerksdorp/Stilfontein/Orkney area {14,9%),
while the largest menthly price increase occurred in
the Pietermaritzburg area (1,7%).
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OPSOMMING

Hierdie statistiese nuusberig is ten opsigte van die
afgelope twee maande heelwat later as wat normaalwed
die geval is, vrygestel. Die vertraging is te wyte
aan 'n tekort aan paslik opgeleide personeel wat die
Sentrale Statistiekdiens ondervind.

Suid-Afrika se inflasiekoers vir September 1988 is
12,4%. Dit is reeds die derde agtereenvolgende maand
dat die jaarlikse inflasiesyfer wesentlik onveranderd
bly (sedert die koers van 12,4% vir Junie 1988 geno-
teer is, is inflasiekoerse van 12,4% en 12,3% vir on-
derskeidelik Julie 1988 en Augustus 1988 verkry).

bie maandelikse toenamekoers in die seisoensaangepas-—
te Verbruikersprysindeks vir September 1988 is 1,3%
{soos dit ook die geval vir Julie 1988 en BAuqustus
1988 was), wat bereken teen 'n jaarkoers, 16,8% be-
loop. Volgens Tabel 2 is die relatief grootste by-
drae to: die maandelikse persentasieverandering van
1,4% in die nie-seiscensaangepaste VPl deur die ver-
hoogde brood- en brandstofpryse gelewer. Hierdie
prysverhogings was gesamentlik vir bykans twee-derdes
van die maandelikse persentasietoename verantwoorde-
lik {die helfrte van die maandelikse persentasjeveran-—
dering is aan die brandstofprysverhoging %toeskryf-
baar). 1n die lig van die betekenisvolle invioced van
die voornoemde prysverhogings, ontstaan die vraag
hoekom die jaarlikse inflasickoers nie noemenswaardig
hodr is nie. Die antwoord 1& opgesluit in die feit
dat die maandelikse toenamekoers ongeveer van soort-
gelyke omvang is as dié van 'n jaar gelede: met an-
der woorde, sekere prysverhogings het van BAugustus
Lot September 1987 voorgekom wat nie weer hierdie
jaar {van Augustus to:t September 1988) waargeneem is
nie en waarvan die invloed as't ware vervang is deur
veral die verhoogde brood- en brandstofpryse. Meer
spesifiek was byvcorbeeld groenteprvsverhogings vir
bykans 40% van die toenamekoers van Augustus Lot Sep-
tember 19B7 verantwoordelik, terwyl 'n algemene prys-
verlaging vir hierdie produkte in Sebtember 19R8
waargeneem is: 50 ook het betekenisvolle meubelprys-
verhogings slegs in September 19R7 voorgekom. In die
algemeen is dit opmerklik dat voedsel steeds al hoe
minder stukraq aan die %oename in die VPI verskaf.

Die inflasiekoerse vir die laer-, middel- en hoérin-
komstegroepe is tans van ondeveer dieselfde omvang
(dit is onderskeidelik 12,3%, 12,4% en 12,5%). Die
maandelikse toenamekoerse in die betrokke sScisoens-
aangepaste indekse %toon egter groter verskille - dit
beloop onderskeidelik 0,9%, 1,3% en 1,6%.

Die Verbruikersprysindeks vir pensionarisse dui op 'n
inflasiekoers van 11,6% vir September 1988 (net soos
vir Augustus 1988), met 'n maandelikse toenamzkoers
van 1,1%.

Relatief groet maandelikse toenames het voorgekom in
die pryse van graanprodukte (6,7%), vleis (1,3%),
"ander" voedsel (1,6%), klerasie (1,4%), "ander”
huishoudelike toerusting en tekstiele (2,4%), huis-
houdelike verbruiksartikels (2,1%), lopende koste van
vervoer (9,6%), openbare en gehuurde vervoer (2,4%)
en persoonlike versorging (2,4%), terwyl 'n relatief
groot daling in die prys van groente (-3,2%) waarge-
neem is.

Die gebied met die grootste jaarlikse prysstygings
was die Klerksdorp/Stilfontein/Orkneygebied (14,9%),
terwyl die grootste maandelikse prysstyging in die
Pieternaritzburggebied (1,7%) voorgekom het.



_ EXPLANATORY NOTES

GENERAL

Price information refers to the first seven
days of the relevant month,

The Consumer Price Indices relating to diffe-

rent urban areas {Table 4) do0 not bermit inter-
urban comparison of wprice levels or living
costs. Theyv do not indicate whether it is more
2xpensive to live in one city %han in another.
They indicate for each urban area, independent-
1y of any of the other urban areas the price
chanqes which have taken place from time to
kime,

tax {GST) is included in general
of all items on which GST is ap-

Gencral sales
in the prices
piicahle.

A more comprehensive description of the weight-
ing system, scasonal adjustment, price collec-
tion methodolony, etc. appe=ars in the Statis-
rical News Release "The Comsumer Price Index"
which was published simultaneously with Lthe
consumer Price index for November 1987 on 22
Necember 1987,
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VERDUIDELIKENDE OPMERKINGS

1.
1.1

1.2

ALGEMEEN

Alle prysinligting het betrekking op die wersgte
sewe dae van die betrokke maand. :

pie Verbruikersprysindekse ten opsigte van ver-
skillende stedelike gebiede =8003 weetdegee .in
Tabel 4 laat nie tussenstedelike vergelyking
van pryspeile of lewenskoste toe nie. Die in-
dekse toon nie of dit duurder is om'in een stad
as in 'n ander te woon nie. Die indekse toon
vir elke stedelike gebied, onafbhanklik van die
ander stedelike gebiede, die prysveranderings
wat van tyd tot tyd plaasqevind het.

Algemene verkoopbelasting (AVB) is dedrgaans in-
gesluit by die pryse van alle items Wwaarop AVE
van toepassing is.

'n Meer omvattende beskrywing van
ringstelsel, seisoensaanpassing, prysinsame-
linasmetodivk, ens. verskyn in die Statistiese
Nuusberig "Die Verbruikersprysindeks" wat saam
met die verbruikersprysindeks wvan November 1987
0p 22 Desember 1987 gepubliseer is.

die beswa-
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TABEL 1 INKOMSTEGROEPINDEKSE EN

PERSENTASIEVERANDERING

BASE ~ BASIS: 1985 = 100
Change compared with -
Sept. Auq . Sept. Verandering vergeleke met -
19R8 1988 14687
Aug. 198B Sept. 1987
Seaso-
Actual nally actual
Werklik |adiusted Werklik
Seisoens~
aangepas
Lower income Jroup :
Laerinkomstegqroep 161,2 159,4 143,56 +1,1s% +0,9% +12,3%
Middle income group
Middelinkomstegroep 160,6 158,13 142,9 +1,5% +1,3% +12,4%
Higher income group
Hodrinkomstegroep 158,8 156,5 141,1 +1,5% +1,6% ° +12,5%
211 income groups
21le inkomstegroepe 159,6 157,4 142,0 +1,4% +1,3% +12,4%
Food only
Slegs voedsel 175,2 173,0 152,23 +1,3% +0,9% +15,0%
TABLE 2 EFFECT OF PRICE CHANGES ON THE TABEL 2 VUITWERRING VAN PRYSVERANDERINGS
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX - OP DIE VERBRUIRERSPRYSINDEKS -
ALL INCOME GROUPS ALLE INEOMSTEGROEPE
CONTRIBUTION
BYDRAE
Food ¢ voedsel
Grain products +0,2 Graanprodukte
Meat +0,1 Vieis
Vegetahbles -0,1 Groente
Clothing and footwear Klerasie en skoeisel
Clothing +0,1 Klerasie
Housing +0,1 Behuising
Transport vervoer
Running costs +0,7 Lopende koste
Public and hired transport +0,1 Openbare en gehuurde vervoer
Personal care +0,1 Persoonlike versoraing
Other +0,1 Ander
Total percentage change +1,4 Totale persentasieverandering
5
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ABLE 4 URBAN AREAS INDICES

BASE:
BASIS:

PO141.1

TABEL 4 STEDELIKE GEBIEDSINDEKSF

FACH AREA COMPARED WITH ITSELF IN 19AS = 100
ELKE GEBIED VERGELEKE MET SIGSELF IN 1985 = 100

Urban area

All items
hlle jrems

Percentaqe change compared with -
Persentatieverandering verjeleke met -

Stedelike debied Sent. Aug. Sept. dug. 1988 Sept. 1987
. 1988 1988 1987
1. Caoe Peninsula - Raapse Skiereiland 159,3 156,8 142,5 1,6 11,8
2. " Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage ........,.. 162,0 159.§ 144,13 1.3 12,3
3. F®zst London - Qos-Londen ...iveeasne 155,8 154,1 139,7 1.1 11,5
4. Kimperlev ........... i h e s . 155,6 153,6 140,7 1,2 in, 4
5. Piztermaritzburg ......... e .o 156,5 i53,9 140,0 1,7 11,8
A. Dirban/Pinetown ........... e 151,6 149,2 136,4 1.6 11,1
7. Protoria/Verwoerdburg/Akasia ...... . 166,1 164,2 147.3 1,2 12,8
R, Woee=waterstrand ....en.anan :..... ..... 160,8 158.6 142,3 1,4 13,0
O, Hli-r«sderp/Stilfontein/Orkney ... ... 168,7 167,12 146,% 0,9 14,0
.D. vzszl Triangle - VaaldriehoekX ....... 157,2 155,0 141,1 1,4 11,4
! 05 Goldfizlde - OVS~goudvelde 161,8 159,9 143,5 1.2 12,8
z BioemEoOntein ...t i i e 148,7 147,0 135,2 1,2 10,0
We ighz=1d average of the twelve areas
Beswzarde gemiddelde van die twaalf 159,6 157, 4 142,0 1.4 12,4
aeblede
All items, excluding huusing Foaod
Alle items, uitqgesonderd behuising Slegs voedsel
Urban area
Stedelike gebied Sept. Aug . Sept., - Sept. Aug. Sept.
1988 1988 1987 19RA 1988 1987
1. Cape Peninsula - Kaapse Skiereiland 161,5 158,3 142,5 180,9 177,3 157,65
2. Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage ....icsseen 168,7 166,1 147,9 182,3 179,2 158,4
3. €Eas- London - Ces-Londen ........... 158,R 156,7 140,7 155,9 154,3 137,8
4. KiMBELLIeY +eecririntrrnnerannnsaonos 161,32 158,86 144, 4 167,2 166,3 149,8
S, PiaterMAritzbUrg «.seovversaccnannan 161,2 158,0 143,3 175,6 17%,7 154,5
6. Durban/Pinetown ........ R ) 157,8 154,7 140,3 166,4 162,3 149,8
7. Pretoria/verwoerdburg/akasia ..... ‘e 172,4 17¢,0 151,1 179,4 179,1 158,8
f. Witwatersrand ... o.ciiieineciaainn, . 165,6 163,0 145,12 174,1 172,3 14%,2
Q. Klﬁ:ksdorp/Stilfontein/érkney ceenas 173,4 171,7 149.6 192,5 192,4 160,85
n, vaal Triangle - Vaaldriehoek ...... . 161,R 159,2 143,0 166,5 1R4,5 146,89
1. OFt Goldfields = OVS=-qoudvelde 166,2 164,0 - 145,8 1RA,1 183,.7 156, 4
2., Alo=mfontein ...... P T 152,5 1%0,1 137,1 166,7 165,13 147,9
aebizde

T
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