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SUMMARY

The South African inflation rate for October 1988 as
measured by the Consumer Price Index is 12,3%. This
18 virtually the same as the rate for the past four
months. The annual rate of increase in the indices
for the lower, middle and higher income groups for
October 1988 compared with October 1987 is 11,9%,
12,3% and 12,5%, respectively.

The moenthly rate of increase in the seasonally ad-
justed Consumer Price Index is about 1,0%. The
monthly non-seasonally adjusted rate of increase is
1,1%. According to Table 2 the largest contribution
to the monthly percentage change was the increase in
the interest rates on mortgage bonds for housing
{the contribution of mortgage rates to the CPI is
presently based on a weighted average mortgage inte-
rest rate: this rate is calculated by weighting the
respective rates of banks and building societies {on
both new and existing bonds) with the mortgage
amounts applicable - thus the rate calculated for
October 1988 amounts to approximately 16%}. The
present inflation rate is virtually unchanged be-
cause the present monthly rate of increase is of the
same magnitude as that of a year ago. Certain price
increases occurred from September 1987 to October
1987 which were not repeated this year (from Septem-
ber 1988 to October 1988) but of which the effect
was replaced by mainly the higher mortgage interest
rates. More specifically the increases in the price
of food, alcoholic beverages and cigarettes, cigars
and tobacco were responsible for almost three-quar-
ters of the rate of increase from September 1987 to
october 1987, while these products were responsible
for only one-third of the rate of increase from Sep-
tember 1988 to October 1988. Further significant
contribucions to the monthly rate of increase were
due to price changes in respect of "racreation and
entercainment” which included increases in the price
of sport eguipment, television licences and admis-
sion fees to bioscopes, as well as price changes of
"other commodities and services".

The monthly rate of increase in food nrices was 1,6%
{swasonally adjusted 1,0%) in October 1988. Rela-
tively large monthly increases occurred in the pri-
ces of meat {(1,6%), f£fi1ish and fish products (1,4%},
fruit and nukts {4,0%), vegetables (1,8%), coffee,
tea and cocoa {6,3%) and "other" food stuffs (3,1%},
while a slight decrease occurred in the prices of
milk, cheese and wggs (-0,3%) and fats and oils
i-=1,1%).

With regard to the urban areas, the largest annual
price increases occurred in the Klerksdorp/Stilfon-
tein/Orkney area (15,1%), while the lowest price in-
creases occurred in the Bloemfontelin area (9,7%).

The Consumer Price Index for pensioners shows an an-
nual percentage change of 11,0%. This is 1,3 per-~
centage points lower than the inflation rate for all
income groups of 12,3% for October 1988, The rela-
vively largest annual price increases for pension&rs
were recorded in the Klerksdorp/stilfontein/Orkney
area (13,1%), with the lowest price increases ogcu-
ring in the Bloemfontein area (8,5%).

PO141.)

OPSOMMING

suid-Afrika se inflasickoers soos gemeet aan die Ver-
bruikersprysindeks vir Oktober 1988 is 12,3%. Dit 1f
in wese dieselfde as die koers vir die vorige vierl
maande. Die jaarlikse toenamekoers in die indekSe
van die laer-, middel- en hodrinkomstegroep vir Okto-
ber 1988 vergeleke met Oktober 1987 1s onderskeidelil
11,9%, 12,3% en 12,5%.

Die maandelikse toenamekoers in die selsoensaangepas-
te Verbruyikersprysindeks is benaderd 1,0%. Die maan-
delikse nie-seisoensaangepaste koers van toename is
1,1%. volgens Tabel 2 word die grootste bydrae tot
hierdie maandelikse persentasieverandering gelewer
deur die verhoogde rentekoers op huisverbande {tans
word die bydrae van verbandrente tot die VPL gebasee!
oP 'n geweegde gemiddelde verbandrentekoers:; dit 1S
'n koers wal Qereken word deur banke en bougenoot-
skappe se onderskeie koerse (op beide nuwe en be-
staande verbande) te weeg met die betrokke verbandbe-
drae wat op die spel is - die aldus berekende kowrs
in Oktober 1988 is ongeveer 16%). Die huidige infla-
siekoers is wesentlik onveranderd omdat die huidige
maandelikse toenamekoers van scortgelyke omvang 15 at
dié van 'n jaar gelede. Sekere prysverhogings het
van September 1987 tot Oktober 1987 voorgekom wat nix
weer hierdie jaar (van September 1988 toi Oktober
1988) waargeneem i§ nie maar waarvan die invloed as'i
ware vervang is deur veral die verhoogde verbandren-
tekoerse. Meer spesifiek was die verhoging 1in die
prvs van voedsel, alkoholiese drank en sigarette, Si-
gare en tabak vir ongeveer drie-kwart van die toena-
mekoers vanr September 1987 tot Oktober 1987 verant-
woordelik, terwyl hierdie produkte vir 5legs ongeveeg!
cen-derde van die toenamekoers van September 1988 to
Oktober 1988 verantwoordelik is. Verdere betekenis-
volle bydraes tot die huidige maandelikse toename-
koers is veroorsaak deur prysveranderings ten opsigt:
van "ontspanning en vermaaklikheid" wat toenames 1n
die prys van sporttoerusting, televisiclisensies =n
toegangsgelde tot bioskope insluit, asook deur prys-
veranderings van "“ander goedere en dienste".

Die maandelikse toenamekoers van voedselpryse was
1,6% (seisoensaangepas 1,0%) in Oktober 1988. Rela-
tref groot maandelikse toenames het voorgekom i1n die
prys van vieis (1,6%), vis en ander scekos (1,4%),
vrugte en neute (4,0%), groente {1,8%), koffie, tee
en kakao (6,3%) en "ander" voedsel (3,1%), terwyl 'n
geringe daling in die prys van melk, kaas en eiers
{(-0,3%) un vette en olies (-1,1%) voorgekom het,

Betreffende die stedelike gebiede het die grootste
jJaarlikse prysstygings voorgekom in die Klerksdorp/
Stilfontein/Crkneygebied (15,1%), terwyl die laagste
prysstygings voorgekom het in die Bloemfonteingebied
(9,78} .

Die Verbruikersprysindeks vir pensionarisse toon vir
Oktober 1988 'n jaarlikse persentasieverandering van
11,0%. Dit is 1,3 persentasiepunte laer as die in-
flasiekoers vir alle inkomstegroepe van 12,3% vir Ok-
tober 1988. In die geval van pensionarisse het die
grootste jaarlikse prysstygings voorgekom in d1e
Kierksdorp/sStilfontein/Orkneygebied {(13,1%), terwyl
die laagste brysstyqglnqs in die Bloemfonteindgebied
{8,5%) voorgekom het.



EXPLANATORY NOTES

1.
1.1

GENERAL

Price information refers to the first seven
days of the relevant month.

The Consumer Price Indices relating to diffe-
rent urban areas {Table 4) do not permit inter-
urban comparison of price levels or living
costs. They do not indicate whether it is more
eXpensive to live in one city than in another,
Thev indicate for each urban area, independent-
ly of any of the other urban areas the price
changes which have taken place from time to
time.

General sales tax (GST) is included in general
in the prices of ali items on which GST is ap-
plicable.

A more comorehensive description of the weight-
ing system, scasonal adjustment, price colléc~
tion methodology, etec. appears in the Statis-
tical News Release "The Comsumer Price Index"
which was published simultaneously with the
consumer price index for November 1987 on 22
Dacember 1987.

aD:
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VERDUIDELIKENDE QPMERKINGS

1.
1.1

1.2

ALGEMEER

Alle prysinligting het betrekking op die eerst
sewe dae van die betrokke maandg.

Die Verbruikersprysindekse ten opsigte van ver
skillende stedelike gebiede soos weergegee 1in
Pabel 4 laat nie tussenstedelike vecqel?kinq
van pryspeile of lewgnskoste toe nie. Die in-
dekse toon nie of dit duurder is om in een sta
as in 'n ander te woon nie. Die indekse toon
vir elke stedelike gebied, onafhanklik van dije
ander stedelike gebiede, die prysveranderings
wat van tyd tot tyd plaasgevind het.

Algemene verkoopbelasting (AVB) is deurgaans i
gesluit by die pryse van alle items wWaarop AVE
van toepassing is.

'n Meer omvattende beskrywing van die beswa-
ringstelsel, Selsoensaanpassing, prysinsame-
lingsmetodiek, ens. verskyn in die Statistiecse
Nuusberig "Die Verbruikersprysindeks" wat saam
met die verbruikersprysindeks van November 198
op 22 Desember 1987 gepubliseer is.

NTRAL STATISTICAL SERVICE
SENTRALE STATISTIEKDIENS



CONSUMER PRICE INDEX

VERBRUIKERSPRYSINDEK

ANNUAL CHANGE JAARLIKSE VERANDERIN
PER CENT PERSEN
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SEASONALY ADJUSTED MAANDELIKSE VERANDERI
PER CENT SEISOENSA;NGEP‘{
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TABLE 1 TRCOME GROUP INDICES AND

PERCENTAGE CHANGE

1987

TABEL 1 INKOMSTEGROEPINDEKSE EN

PERSENTASIEVERANDERING

BASE - BASIS: 1985 = 100
Change compared with -
ocet. oct. Verandering verdgeléke Mmet ~
okt . Sept. okt.
1988 1988 1987 Oct .
Sept. 1988 Okt. 1987
Seaso-
Actual nally Actual
Werklik jadijusted Werklik
Seisoens—-
aanqepas
LoWeYr 1NCOmMe group
Laerinkomstearoep 163,1 161,2 145,7 + 1,2% + 0,7% +11,9%
Middle income group
Middelinkomsteqgroep 162,2 160,6 144,4 + 1,0% + 0,9% +12,3%
Higher income Jroup
Hoerinkomstegroep 160,4 158,8 142,6 + 1,08 + 0,9% +12,5%
311 income grouns
alle inkomstegroepe 161,3 159,56 143,6 + 1,1% + 1,0% +12,3%
Food only
Slegs voedsel 178,0 175,2 156,3 + 1,6% + 1,0% +13,9%
TABLE 2 EFPECT OF PRICE CHANGES ON THE TABEL 2 UITWERKING VAN PRYSVERANDERINGS
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX - OP DIE VERBRUTKERSPRYSINDEKS -
ALL INCOME GROUOPS ALLE INKOMSTEGROEPE
—
CONTRIBUTION
BYDRAE
Food Voedsel
Meat + 0,1 Viers
Fruit and nuts + 0,1 Vrugte en neute
Coffee, tea and cocoa + 0,1 Koffie, tee en kakao
OLher + 0,1 Ander
Bousing + 0,5% Behuising
Recreaticn and entertainment + 0,1 Ontspanning en vermaaklikheid
Other + 0,1 Ander
+ 1,1
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TABLE 4 URBAN AREAS INDICES

TABEL 4

BASE: EACH AREA COMPARED WITH ITSELF IN 1985 = 100
BASIS: ELKE GEBIED VERGELEKE MET SIGSELF IN 1985

=1

00

P0141.

STEDELIKE GEBIEDSINDEK!

aebrede

All items Percentage change compared with -
hlle items Persentasieverandering vergeleke met -
Urban area
Stedelike gebied Oct. oct.
Okt. Sept, Okt. Sepnt. 1988 Ocl./DiL. 1987
1988 1988 1987
1. (Capbe Peninsula - Kaapse Skiereiland 161,0 159,3 143,9 1,1 11,9
2, Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage ........... 163,6 162,0 145%,3 1,0 12,6
3. East London - Oos-Londeén ........... 157,3 155,8 141,1 . 1,0 11,5
4. Kimberley .......oc0000 [ s 157,3 155,46 141,1 i,1 11,5
5. Pietermaritzburg ........... e 158,3 156,5 141,646 1,2 11,8
6. Durban/Pinetown ......... e . 153,0 151,6 137,2 0,9 11,5
7. Pretoria/Verwoerdburg/akasia ....... 168,3 166,1 148,8 1,3 13,1
8., Witwatersrand .....c.cc0000 e . 162,3 160,8 144,4 n,o 12,4
9. Klerksdorn/Stilfontein/Orkney ...... 171,3 168,7 148,8 1,5 15,1
10. Vaal Triangle - Vaaldriehoek ....... 159,7 ib7,2 142,0 1,6 12,5
11. ©OFS Goldficlds - OVS-aocudvelde 163,8 161,8 145,3 1,2 12,7
12, RBloemfonbteln «o. e nnarnsasoanen 150,3 148,7 137,0 1,1 9,7
Weiqhted averace of the twelve areas
Beswaarde aemiddelde van die twaalf 161,3 159,46 143,86 1,1 12,3
gebledw
all items, excluding housing Food
alle 1tems, uitaesonderd behuising Slegs voedscl
Urban area -
Stedelike gebled oct. Oct. oct. Ocu,
Okt ., Sept. Okt. OoktL. Sept. OktL.
1988 1988 1987 1988 1988 1987
1. Cape Peninsula - Kaapse Skiereiland 162,8 161,5% 144,1 183,6 180,9 180,5
2. PorL Elizabeth/Urtenhage ..vioaee-n. 169,8 168,7 149,0 183,9 182,3 159,5
3. Egast London - Cos-Londen .......0.0n 159,8 158,8 142,3 157,6 155,9 140,8
4, Kimberley ..... e r e [ 62,8 161,2 144,8 171,1 167,2 149,5%
5. Pietermaritzbura 16,6 157,48 145,1 178,12 175,46 157,46
f. DUrban/PilnetOWN . .-ciavsaconas ey 158,8 157,8 141,1 168,3 166,4 150,1
7. Pretoria/Vervwoerdbura/Akasia ....... 174,1 172,4 i52.,8 1R5,4 179,4 163,1
B. wWitwalersrand ....... s aes e e 166,7 165,6 147,6 176,3 174,1 155.,6
9. Xlerksdoro/stilfontein/Orkney ...... 176,9 173,4 151,9 199,13 192,5 165,2
10, vaal Trianale - Vaaldriehoek ....... 164,3 161,8 144,0 171,2 166,5 147,7
11. OFS Goldfields - ovs-goudvelde 168,2 166,z 147,8 189,0 186,1 160,7
12, BlOSMEONLEIN «carrarnnsraseomnrsos=s 153,2 152,5 139,1 168,72 166,7 152,0
Weighted average Of the twelve areas
Beswaarde aemiddelde van die twaalf 165,7 164,13 146,4 178,0 175,2 156,3
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