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INFLATION RATE INCREASESTO 5,1% AT MAY 1998

The official inflation rate, i.e. the annual rate of changein the Consumer Price Index for metropolitan areas, is 5,1% at May 1998. This
rateis 0,1 of a percentage point higher than the corresponding rate of 5,0% at April 1998. From April 1998 to May 1998 the Consumer
Price Index for metropolitan areasincreased by 0,4%. The seasonally adjusted index increased by 0,6% for the same period.

The inflation rate for the metropolitan and other urban aress is being caculated from January 1998. This rateis based on price collections
undertaken in other urban areas, in addition to the previous collections in the metropolitan areas, since January 1997. For the purpose of
seasonally adjustment three years of historical data is required, which will be available from January 2000. At that time it will be decided
whether the inflation rate for metropolitan and other urban areas rather than merey for metropolitan areas will be taken asthe official rate.

The inflation rate for metropolitan and other urban areasis5,2% at May 1998, which is 0,3 of a percentage point higher than the corresponding
rate of 4,9% a April 1998. From April 1998 to May 1998 the Consumer Price Index for metropolitan and other urban areasincressed by 0,5%.

CORE INFLATION RATE

The core inflation rate for metropolitan aress (see note 7 on page 4) is 7,3% a May 1998. This rate is 0,2 of a percentage point higher than the
corresponding rate of 7,1% at April 1998.

The core inflation rate for metropolitan and other urban aressis 7,1% a May 1998, which is 0,2 of a percentage point higher than the
corresponding rate of 6,9% at April 1998. From April 1998 to May 1998 the core inflation index for metropolitan areas increased by 0,6%,
while the index for metropalitan and other urban aress increased by 0,5%.

METROPOLITAN AREAS




Contributionsto monthly increasein CPI

The monthly increase of 0,4% in the Consumer Price Index for metropolitan aress is due to increases in the price indices for food (+0,2 of a
percentage point), housing (+0,1 of a percentage point) and all other items (+0,1 of a percentage point).

Food inflation

The price index for food shows an annual rate of increase of 6,7% at May 1998. Thisrateis 0,3 of a percentage point higher than the
corresponding rate of 6,4% at April 1998. From April 1998 to May 1998 this index increased by 0,8%.

The price index for food shows a monthly increase of 0,8%, which is due to increases in the price indices for grain products (+3,1%), fish and
other seafood (+1,0%), mest (+0,1%), milk, cheese and eggs (+0,5%), vegetables (+1,6%), fatsand oils (+0,7%), sugar (+0,8) and "other" food
items (+1,0%). These increases were partidly counteracted by decreases in the price indices for fruit and nuts (-4,5%) and coffee, teaand cocoa
(-0,4%).

Priceindex for non-food items

The monthly increase of 0,3% in the price index for "al items, excluding food" is mainly due to monthly increases in the price indices for non-
acoholic beverages (+0,8%), dcoholic beverages (+0,8%), cigarettes, cigars and tobacco (+1,1%), housing (+0,4%), household operation
(+0,9%), trangport (+0,3%), communication (+0,8%) and "other" items (+0,2%).

An dternative expression of the change in the Consumer Price I ndex

An dternative expression of the changein the Consumer Price Index isto annualise the percentage change between the average index of the
three months up to May 1998 and the average index of the previous three months. This approach, when using seasonally adjusted data, shows
an increase of 5,5% (which is 0,4 percentage points higher than the corresponding rate of 5,1% for April 1998), while unadjusted data shows an
increase of 6,5%.

Pensioners

The inflation rate for pensioners in the metropolitan aress is 6,4% at May 1998, which is 0,2 of a percentage point higher than the
corresponding rate of 6,2% at April 1998.

METROPOLITAN AND OTHER URBAN AREAS

Contributionsto monthly increasein CPI

Similar to the increase in the Consumer Price Index for metropolitan arees, the monthly incresse of 0,5% in the Consumer Price Index for
metropolitan and other urban areas is a0 due to increasesin the price indices for food (+0,2 of a percentage point), housing (+0,1 of a
percentage point) and al other items (+0,2 of a percentage point).

Food

The price index for food shows an annual rate of increase of 6,9% at May 1998, which is 0,6 of a percentage points higher than the
corresponding rate of 6,3% for April 1998. From April 1998 to May 1998 this index increased by 1,1%.

The price index for food shows a monthly increase of 1,1%, which is due to increases in the price indices for grain products (+3,1%), fish and
other seafood (+1,2%), milk, cheese and eggs (+0,9%), fats and ails (+1,0%), vegetables (+2,7%), sugar (+0,9%) and "other" food items
(+1,3%). The=e increases were partidly counteracted by decreases in the price indices for meat (-0,1%) and fats and oils (-4,0%).

Priceindex for non-food items

The monthly increase of 0,3% in the price index for "al items, excluding food" is mainly due to monthly increases in the price indices for non-
alcoholic beverages (+0,6%), dcoholic beverages (+0,5%), cigarettes, cigars and tobacco (+1,6%), dothing and footwear (+0,3%), housing
(+0,3%), household operation (+1,1%), transport (+0,3%), communication (+0,6%) and "other" items (+0,2%).

An dternative expression of the change in the Consumer Price I ndex

An dternative expression of the changein the Consumer Price Index isto annualise the percentage change between the average index of the
three months up to May 1998 and the average index of the previous three months. This approach, when using unadjusted data shows an
increase of 6,6%. A better method should be to use seasonally adjusted data for the calculation of the dternative expression, but at this stage
thereis no seasonally adjusted data available for metropolitan and other urban aress. Thisis due to the fact that the index for metropolitan and
other urban areas exists only since January 1997. Seasonally adjustment can only significantly be done using &t leest three years' data.

Pensioners

The inflation rate for pensioners in the metropolitan and other urban aressis 6,2% a May 1998. Kimberley recorded the highest rate of
increase, namey 9,7%, while the lowest rate of 4,5% was recorded for Bloemfontein.

Areas indices



Kimberley recorded the highest inflation rate of 7,6%, while the lowest rate of 3,0% was recorded for Pietersburg.

Regarding food prices, the highest annual increase of 11,4% was recorded for other urban areasin M pumdanga, while
Klerksdorp/Stilfontein/Orkney reflected the lowest increase of 4,8%.

CPI FOR JUNE 1998

In addition to the usual price surveysfor June 1998, it has come to the atention of the CSS that changed prices will apply during the first seven
days of June 1998 regarding property insurance in certain areas and motor vehicle licences

EXPLANATORY NOTES
1. All price information refersto the first seven days of the reference month.

2. By the phrase "each area compared with itself", the CSS reminds the user that the consumer price indices relating to various metropolitan
and other urban areas as shown in Table 4 and Table 6 do not permit inter-urban comparison of price levels or living costs Theindices do not
indicate whether it is more expensve to live in one city than in another. The indices indicate for each urban area, independently of any of the
other urban aress, the price changes which have taken place from time to time.

3. Theindicesfor al items excluding food, Table 4.4, have been calculated for each area separately as from July 1994. Theseindices are
caculated by means of theindex for al items and the index for food of each area.

4. Vdue Added Tax (VAT) isinduded in generd in the prices of al itemson which VAT isapplicable

5. The five expenditure group categories or quintiles were defined according to total annud expenditure per household as in October 1995 as:
Very low expenditure group - up to R6 340

Low expenditure group - R6 341 up to R11 590

Middle expenditure group - R11 591 up to R21 909

High expenditure group - R21 910 up to R49 498

Very high expenditure group - R49 499 and more

6. A more detailed set of weights for the metropoalitan and other urban aress in total according to the new 1995-weighting structure of the CPI,
aswedl asthat for the core basket were published in Statistical release P0141.5 of 27 March 1997.

7. Coreinflation

The primary objective of cdculating core inflation isto capture the underlying inflation pressuresin the economy i.e. the trend in the general
price level which reflects the balance between aggregate demand and supply in the economy over the medium term. Coreinflation is ameasure
designed in relation to the spedific structure of a country's economy. Hence in the South African context, core inflation is derived by excluding
itemsfrom the CPI basket on the bass that changesin their prices are highly volatile, subjected to temporary influences, or affected by
government intervention and policy.

Items excluded from the CPI basket to obtain the "core" basket, and the reasons for excdluson are asfollows:

* Fresh and frozen meat and fish: Prices may be highly volatile, particularly during and following periods of drought.

* Fresh and frozen vegetables and fresh fruit and nuts: Prices may be highly volatile from quarter to quarter due to their
sengitivity to climatic conditions.

* Interest rates on mortgage bonds and overdraftspersonal loans: These are excluded due to their "perverse' effect on
the CPI. A tightening in monetary policy to counter inflation pressures would cause interest ratesto rise and be
reflected in the interest cost component of measured inflation. This, in turn, could provoke a further tightening of
monetary policy resulting in excessive movementsin the inflation rate.

* VAT (Vdue Added Tax): VAT is predominantly determined by government (fiscal policy).

* Assssnent rates: These taxes are predominantly determined by local government.

The choice of exdusons was informed by best practice anongst severd other international agendies, and after consultation with the South
African Reserve Bank and other locd technicd experts.

8. Symbols used: * = revised



TABLE 1 EXPEND TURE GROUP | NDI CES AND PERCENTAGE CHANGE

| | | |
| | | |
| | | |
| G oup | May | Apr. | May [ mm e e e e |
| | | |
| | | |
| | | |

1998 1998 1997 | | |
| Apr | May |
| 1998 | 1997 |

Act ual Seasonal | y Act ual
adj ust ed
Expendi ture groups
Very Low 125,2 124, 1 116,2 +0,9 .. +7,7
Low 124, 4 123,5 115,8 +0,7 .. +7,4
M ddl e 124,0 123,2 116,0 +0,6 .. +6,9
H gh 123,6 123,0 116,1 +0,5 .. +6,5
Very H gh 121,2 120, 8 115,9 +0,3 .. +4,6
Al expenditure groups - 1) 1) 1)
Metropol i tan 121,9 121, 4 116,0 +0, 4 +0, 6 +5, 1
Al expenditure groups -
Metro and other urban areas 122,0 121, 4 116,0 +0,5 . +5, 2
2o rmmnm e R [eemnneneees e eemnenaees [-eeeeeeee [eeemmmnmneees [-eeeeeeena |
| Food only - | | |
| Metropolitan 123,0 | 122,0 115,3 | +0, 8 | +1, 4 +6, 7
| Food only - | | |
| Metro and other urban areas 123,5 | 122,2 115,5 | +1,1 | +6, 9
| | |
Al items excluding food - | | |
Metropol i tan 121,7 | 121, 3 116, 2 | +0, 3 | +0, 4 +4,7
| | |
Metro and other urban areas 121,6 | 121,2 116, 2 | +0, 3 | +4, 6
| |
|
|

Al expenditure groups
(VAT EXCLUDED) -

Metropol i tan
Al expenditure groups
(VAT EXCLUDED) -

Metro and other urban areas s .
e el EECT T EREERES [-eeeemeenaees ] GEREEECECEEEPRRES [-eemeeeea \
|Core inflation - |
| Metropolitan | 124,5

|
|

|

|

|

|
| |
| |
| |
|Al itenms excluding food - |
| |
| |
| |
! !
| |
| |
| |
| |

|Core inflation -
| Metro and other urban areas

1) On theoretical grounds and due to rounding off, these rates of change can differ.

TABLE 2 EFFECT CF PRI CE CHANGES ON THE CONSUVER PRI CE | NDEX
- ALL EXPENDI TURE GROUPS

| Q oup | Contri bution|
| |

2 oo e s R \

Food | +0,2 |

Housi ng | +0, 1 |

| +0,1 |



TABLE 3  GROWP INDICES - WEIGHTED AVERAGE
3.1 METRCPOLI TAN AREAS
BASE : 1995 = 100

Per cent age change
conpared with

aor I I I
y r. May Apr | May
1998 1998 1997 1998 | 1997

Al itens 121,9 121,4 116,0 +0, 4 +5,1 100, 00

Expenditure groups - Very |ow 125,2 124,1 116, 2 +0, 9 +7,7 0,51

Low 124, 4 123,5 115, 8 +0,7 +7,4 1,78

Mddle 124,0 123,2 116,0 +0, 6 +6,9 5,24

H gh 123,6 123,0 116, 1 +0,5 +6,5 17,70

Very hi gh 121,2 120,8 115,9 +0,3 +4,6 74,77

Commodi ti es 120,7 120,2 114,0 +0, 4 +5,9 55, 00

Servi ces 124,0 123,6 119,0 +0,3 +4,2 45, 00

Al itens, excludi ng housing 122,9 122,4 115,5 +0, 4 +6, 4 75,93

Al itens, excluding food 121,7 121,3 116, 2 +0, 3 +4,7 81, 98

Food 123,0 122,0 115, 3 +0,8 +6, 7 18,02

Expenditure groups - Very |ow 124,2 122,2 115,9 +1, 6 +7,2 40,73

Low 124,3 122,6 115,9 +1, 4 +7,2 34,39

Mddle 124, 1 122,6 115,9 +1,2 +7,1 31,12

H gh 123,4 122,3 115,6 +0,9 +6,7 25,42

Very hi gh 122,5 121,7 114,9 +0,7 +6, 6 14,84

Processed 124,1 122, 4 115, 2 +1,4 +7, 9,12
| Unprocessed | 121,8 121,6 115,3 | +0, 2 +5, 6 | 890|
| | | | |
| Gain products | 128,8 124,9 120,1 | +3,1 +7,2 | 331
| Meat | 116,9 116,8 111,9 | 40,1 +4,5 | 533
| Fish and other seafood | 126, 4 125,1 115,1 | +1,0 +9, 8 | 0,80
| MIlk, cheese and eggs | 130, 2 129, 6 121,7 | +0,5 +7,0 | 1,90 |
| Fats and oils | 125,6 124,7 116, 5 | +0,7 +7,8 | 0,85]
| Fruit and nuts | 110,2 115,4 105,5 | -4,5 +4,5 | 1,08 ]
| Vegetabl es | 132,2 130,1 122,9 | +1,6 +7,6 | 1,80 |
| Sugar | 124, 2 123,2 111, 7 | +0,8 +11,2 | 0,59 ]
| Coffee, tea and cocoa | 112,2 112,7 105, 6 | -0,4 +6, 3 | 0,72

Q her 125,5 124, 2 115,2 +1,0 +8,9 1,64

Non- al cohol i ¢ bever ages 132,2 131,2 121,5 +0, 8 +8, 8 0, 82

Al cohol ic bever ages 128,8 127,8 118, 2 +0, 8 +9, 0 1,18

Cgarettes, cigars and tobacco 179,5 177,5 144, 7 +1, 1 +24, 0 0, 95

dothing and footwear 108, 2 108, 1 107, 2 +0, 1 +0, 9 4,76

d ot hing 107,9 107, 7 106, 6 +0, 2 +1,2 3,55

Foot wear 110,4 110,5 110,2 -0,1 +0, 2 1,21

Housi ng 120,9 120, 4 119,9 +0, 4 +0,8 24,07

Fuel and power 122,5 122,5 112,2 0,0 +9, 2 3,11

Furniture and equi prent 112,5 112,5 107,5 0,0 +4,7 3,94

Furni ture 117,0 117,0 108, 8 0,0 +7,5 1,62

Appl i ances 107,9 107,9 105, 7 0,0 +2,1 1,08

Ct her househol d equi prent and

textiles 110,5 110,4 107, 2 +0,1 +3,1 1,24

Househol d operation 139, 1 137,8 124,0 +0, 9 +12,2 4,69

Househol d consunabl es 128,5 127,7 121,1 +0, 6 +6, 1 1,14

Donestic workers 150, 7 149,0 131,2 +1, 1 +14,9 3,19

Q her househol d servi ces 119,2 119,2 113,0 0,0 +5, 5 0, 36

Medi cal care and heal th expenses 145,7 145,7 129, 3 0,0 +12,7 5, 95
| | | | |
| Transport | 115,2 114,9 112,3 | +0, 3 +2,6 | 14,74 |
| Vehi cl es | 113,5 113,5 109,4 | 0,0 +3,7 | 525]
| Runni ng cost | 120,7 119,7 118, 6 | +0, 8 +1, 8 | 575
| Public and hired transport | 112,1 112,1 109, 4 | 0,0 +2,5 | 3,74
| | | | |
| Comnuni cation | 119,7 118,8 110, 6 | +0, 8 +8, 2 | 3,06 |
| Recreation and entertai nnent | 110,1 110,0 108, 4 | +0, 1 +1, 6 | 2,38
| Reading matter | 135,2 135,2 123,3 | 0,0 49,7 | 0,74 |
| Education | 135,6 135,6 122,2 | 0,0 +11,0 | 2,04 ]
| Personal care | 121,2 121,2 113,3 | 0,0 +7,0 | 3,06 |
| Qther | 115,7 115,5 113,8 | 40,2 +1,7 | 6,49 |



TABLE 3  GROUP | NDI CES - VEI GHTED AVERAGE
3.2 METRO AND OTHER URBAN AREAS
BASE : 1995 = 100

Per cent age change
conpared with

aor I I I
y r. May Apr | May
1998 1998 1997 1998 | 1997

Al itens 122,0 121,4 116,0 +0,5 +5,2 100, 00

Expenditure groups - Very |ow 124,9 123,6 116, 1 +1, 1 +7,6 0,93

Low 124,1 123,0 115, 8 +0,9 +7,2 2,99

Mddle 123,2 122,3 115,6 +0,7 +6, 6 7,58

H gh 123,2 122,6 116,0 +0,5 +6, 2 20,09

Very hi gh 121,3 120,8 116,0 +0, 4 +4,6 68, 41

Commodi ti es 120, 4 119,7 113,9 +0, 6 +5,7 57,34

Servi ces 124,1 123,7 118,9 +0,3 +4, 4 42, 66

Al itens, excludi ng housing 122,7 122,1 115, 4 +0,5 +6, 3 77,55

Al itens, excluding food 121,6 121,2 116, 2 +0, 3 +4, 6 80, 52

Food 123,5 122,2 115,5 +1,1 +6,9 19,48

Expenditure groups - Very |ow 125,6 123,3 116, 0 +1,9 +8, 3 44,17

Low 125,3 123,3 116, 3 +1,6 +7,7 38,83

Mddle 124,5 122,9 116,1 +1,3 +7,2 32,67

H gh 123,7 122, 4 115,7 +1,1 +6,9 25,61

Very high 122, 8 121,9 115,1 +0,7 +6, 7 15,02

Processed 123,8 122,1 114, 7 +1,4 +7,9 10, 52
| UWnprocessed | 123,1 122,4 116,2 | +0, 6 +5,9 | 896 |
| | | | |
| Gain products | 129,2 125,3 120, 8 | +3, +7,0 | 3,73]
| Meat | 115,8 115,9 11,1 | -0, 1 +4,2 | 584
| Fish and other seafood | 128,8 127,3 115,7 | +1,2 +11, 3 | 0,77]
| MIlk, cheese and eggs | 129,9 128,8 120,7 | +0, 9 +7,6 | 2,02
| Fats and oils | 124,9 123,7 114, 3 | +1,0 +9, 3 | 0,94 |
| Fruit and nuts | 109, 3 113,9 104, 0 | -4,0 +5, 1 | 1,07 |
| Vegetabl es | 135,9 132,3 126,1 | 42,7 +7,8 | 1,94 |
| Sugar | 125,9 124, 8 111,5 | +0,9 +12,9 | 0,73]
| Coffee, tea and cocoa | 111,8 111,8 105, 2 | 0,0 +6, 3 | 0,79 |

Q her 125,5 123,9 114, 4 +1,3 +9,7 1,65

Non- al cohol i ¢ bever ages 133,6 132,8 122,2 +0, 6 +9, 3 0, 82

Al cohol ic bever ages 129,8 129,1 119,5 +0, 5 +8, 6 1,17

Cgarettes, cigars and tobacco 174, 4 171,6 142, 2 +1, 6 +22,6 1,04

dothing and footwear 108, 4 108, 1 106, 7 +0, 3 +1, 6 5,07

d ot hing 108, 3 108,0 106, 2 +0, 3 +2,0 3,80

Foot wear 108, 7 108, 7 108, 3 0,0 +0, 4 1,27

Housi ng 119,5 119,1 118, 3 +0, 3 +1,0 22,45

Fuel and power 120, 1 120, 1 111, 4 0,0 +7,8 3,54

Furniture and equi prent 111,3 111, 2 107,7 +0, 1 +3,3 4,34

Furni ture 115,1 115,1 109, 2 0,0 +5, 4 1,77

Appl i ances 107,5 107,5 105, 9 0,0 +1,5 1,19

Ct her househol d equi prent and

textiles 109, 6 109, 5 107, 4 +0,1 +2,0 1,38

Househol d operation 142, 7 141, 2 126, 9 +1, 1 +12,5 4,87

Househol d consunabl es 126,8 125,5 119, 0 +1,0 +6, 6 1,27

Donestic workers 151,7 149, 9 131, 6 +1,2 +15, 3 3,25

Q her househol d servi ces 117,6 117,6 112,2 0,0 +4, 8 0, 35

Medi cal care and heal th expenses 142, 4 142, 4 126,5 0,0 +12,6 5,81
| | | | |
| Transport | 113,7 113,4 111,5 | +0, 3 +2,0 | 13,65 |
| Vehi cl es | 109, 6 109, 6 107, 2 | 0,0 +2,2 | 531]
| Runni ng cost | 120, 4 119,7 118, 4 | +0, 6 +1,7 | 516 |
| Public and hired transport | 109, 6 109, 6 107,5 | 0,0 +2,0 | 3,18
| | | | |
| Comnuni cation | 123,1 122, 4 113,7 | +0, 6 +8, 3 | 321
| Recreation and entertai nnent | 106, 3 106, 3 104, 8 | 0,0 +1,4 | 2,18 |
| Reading matter |  133,4 133,4 121,7 | 0,0 49,6 | 0,69 |
| Education | 136,0 136,0 120,9 | 0,0 +12,5 | 1,82
| Personal care | 122,0 122,0 114,1 | 0,0 +6, 9 | 3,08
| Qther | 116,8 116,6 115,2 | 40,2 +1,4 | 6,78 |



TABLE 4  AREAS | NDI CES
TABLE 4.1 Index for all items
Each area conpared with itself
BASE : 1995 = 100

Pi et er shurg
Qher urban areas

Wi ghted average -

| | | |
| | | |
| | Al itens | Percentage change |
| Urban area | | conpared with |
| [ mmmmm e [ommmmmmm e |
| | | | | | |
y | | y | y

1998 | 1998 | 1997 1998 | 1997

Vestern Cape 121,0 120, 6 115, 9 +0,3 +4, 4

Cape Peni nsul a 121,2 120, 8 116, 3 +0, 3 +4, 2

Q her urban areas 120, 8 120, 3 115, 6 +0, 4 +4,5

Eastern Cape 124, 2 123, 4 117,5 +0, 6 +5,7

Port Elizabeth/ U tenhage 120,7 120, 1 116, 0 +0, 5 +4, 1

East London 124,1 123, 6 117,4 +0,4 +5,7

Q her urban areas 124,7 123,9 117,5 +0, 6 +6, 1

Nort hern Cape 120, 7 120, 2 115,1 +0,4 +4,9

Ki nber | ey 122,9 122,2 114,2 +0, 6 +7,6

Q her urban areas 120, 2 119,7 115,0 +0, 4 +4,5

Free State 119,3 118, 8 113,4 +0,4 +5,2

Bl oenfont ei n 121,7 121, 4 116, 7 +0, 2 +4, 3

Free State Col dfields 118,9 118, 3 113,1 +0, 5 +5, 1

Q her urban areas 118,9 118, 4 113,0 +0, 4 +5, 2

Kwazul u- Nat al 121,7 121,0 116,1 +0, 6 +4,8

Dur ban/ Pi net own 123,7 122,9 117,0 +0, 7 +5,7

Pieternaritzburg 122,1 121,6 116, 6 +0, 4 +4,7

Q her urban areas 120, 6 119,9 115,5 +0, 6 +4, 4

North Vest 120,0 119,2 113,8 +0,7 +5, 4
| K erksdor p/ Sti | font ei n/ Or kney | 119,0 118,6 114, 2 | +0, 3 +4, 2 |
| Q her urban areas | 120,0 119,1 113,6 | +0, 8 +5, 6 |
| | | |
| Gauteng | 122,6 122,2 116,5 | +0,3 45,2 |
| Pretorial/ Centurion/ Akasi a | 122,6 122,2 117,0 | +0, 3 +4, 8 |
| Wt wat er srand | 121,5 121,0 115,3 | +0, 4 +5, 4 |
| Q her urban areas | 122,2 121,7 116, 1 | +0, 4 +5, 3 |
| | | |
| Mpumal anga | 123,0 122,5 115,6 | +0, 4 +6, 4 |
| Nel sprui t/ W tbank | 122,5 122,1 116, 2 | +0, 3 +5, 4 |
| Q her urban areas | 122,7 122,2 115,1 | +0, 4 +6, 6 |
| | | |
| Northern Province | 121, 3 120,9 115, 3 | |
| | | |
| | | |
| | |
| | | |
| Metro and other urban areas | 122,0 121, 4 116,0 | +0, 5 +5, 2 |
22 omn oo R Lt SR RE e LEEP RN R EGERREEETEEREEPERS |
| Véi ght ed average - | | |
| Metropolitan | 121,9 121, 4 116,0 | +0, 4 +5, 1 |



TABLE 4. AREA | NDI CES
TABLE 4.2 Index for food
Each area conpared with itself
BASE : 1995 = 100

Pi et er shurg
Qher urban areas

Wi ghted average -

| | | |
| | | |
| | Food | Percentage change |
| Urban area | | conpared with |
| [ momm e [ommmmmmm e |
| | | | | | |
y | | May | y

1998 | 1998 | 1997 1998 | 1997

Vestern Cape 122,9 121,7 115,0 +1,0 +6, 9

Cape Peni nsul a 122,5 121,2 114,6 +1, 1 +6, 9

Q her urban areas 122,4 121,2 114,6 +1,0 +6, 8

Eastern Cape 129,8 128, 2 118,8 +1,2 +9,3

Port Elizabeth/ U tenhage 122,5 121,2 116,5 +1, 1 +5, 2

East London 129,1 128, 2 119, 4 +0,7 +8, 1

Q her urban areas 131,4 129,7 119,2 +1,3 +10, 2

Nort hern Cape 120, 6 119, 6 114, 3 +0,8 +5,5

Ki nber | ey 121,5 119,9 113,1 +1,3 +7,4

Q her urban areas 120, 4 119, 4 114,4 +0, 8 +5, 2

Free State 118, 8 117, 9 111, 4 +0,8 +6, 6

Bl oenf ont ei n 122,9 122,7 115,6 +0, 2 +6, 3

Free State Col dfields 117,9 116, 2 111,3 +1,5 +5,9

Q her urban areas 118, 6 117,7 111,0 +0, 8 +6, 8

KwaZul u- Nat al 124,5 122, 8 116,9 +1, 4 +6,5

Dur ban/ Pi net own 129,8 128, 0 118,8 +1, 4 +9, 3

Pieternaritzburg 124,2 122,8 116, 7 +1, 1 +6, 4

Q her urban areas 122,6 120,9 116,5 +1,4 +5, 2

North Vest 120,1 117, 4 113,0 +2,3 +6, 3
| K erksdor p/ Sti | font ei n/ O kney | 119, 2 118,2 113,7 | +0, 8 +4,8 |
| Q her urban areas | 120,0 117, 2 112,8 | +2, 4 +6, 4 |
| | | |
| Gauteng | 122, 4 121,6 115,0 | 40,7 +6,4 |
| Pretorial/ Centurion/ Akasi a | 124, 6 124, 0 117,5 | +0, 5 +6, 0 |
| Wt wat er srand | 121,3 120, 6 114,0 | +0, 6 +6, 4 |
| Q her urban areas | 122, 4 121,2 114, 6 | +1,0 +6, 8 |
| | | |
| Mpumal anga | 128, 3 127,1 116, 1 | +0, 9 +10, 5 |
| Nel sprui t/ W tbank | 124,2 123, 4 118,1 | +0, 6 +5, 2 |
| Q her urban areas | 129,1 127, 8 115,9 | +1,0 +11, 4 |
| | | |
| Northern Province | 126, 7 126,1 119, 8 | |
| | | |
| | | |
| | |
| | | |
| Metro and other urban areas | 123,5 122,2 115,5 | +1, 1 +6, 9 |
L TTETPPRPTSLRPPPS R L it hEREI e LEE RN I ERRRLERTEEIEEPErS \
| Véi ght ed average - | | |
| Metropolitan | 123,0 122,0 115,3 | +0, 8 +6, 7 |



TABLE 4  AREAS | NDI CES
TABLE 4.3 Index for all items excluding housi ng
Each area conpared with itself

BASE : 1995 = 100

| |
| |
| Al itens excluding housing | Per cent age change
| |
|

|
| Wi ghted average - |
| Metropolitan | 122,9 122, 4 115,5

Urban area conpared with
[l R R LR |
| | |
May | Apr | May Apr | May
1998 | 1998 | 1997 1998 | 1997
Vestern Cape 122, 3 121,8 115, 3 +0,4 +6, 1
Cape Peni nsul a 122,9 122, 4 115,7 +0, 4 +6, 2
Q her urban areas 121,9 121,3 114,9 +0, 5 +6, 1
Eastern Cape 125, 3 124, 4 116, 9 +0,7 +7,2
Port Elizabeth/ U tenhage 122,6 121,9 115, 6 +0, 6 +6, 1
East London 127, 3 126, 6 117,9 +0, 6 +8, 0
Q her urban areas 125, 3 124, 5 116, 7 +0, 6 +7,4
Nort hern Cape 121,5 120,9 114, 4 +0,5 +6, 2
Ki nber | ey 123,2 122,3 113,5 +0, 7 +8,5
Q her urban areas 121,1 120, 6 114,3 +0, 4 +5,9
Free State 120,9 120, 3 114,0 +0,5 +6, 1
Bl oenfont ei n 124,3 124,0 116,9 +0, 2 +6, 3
Free State Col dfields 119,7 119, 0 113,5 +0, 6 +5,5
Q her urban areas 120, 6 120, 0 113,6 +0, 5 +6, 2
KwaZul u- Nat al 121,9 121,3 115,0 +0,5 +6,0
Dur ban/ Pi net own 124,0 123, 4 116, 2 +0, 5 +6, 7
Pieternaritzburg 121,6 121,1 115, 4 +0, 4 +5, 4
Q her urban areas 121,0 120, 3 114,5 +0, 6 +5,7
| North Vst | 120, 2 119,3 113,5 | +0,8 45,9 |
| K erksdor p/ Sti | font ei n/ O kney | 120, 3 119,9 114, 4 | +0, 3 +5,2 |
| Q her urban areas | 120,0 119,1 113, 2 | +0, 8 +6, 0 |
| | | |
| Gauteng | 123,3 122,9 115,9 | +0,3 +6,4 |
| Pretorial/ Centurion/ Akasi a | 123,5 123,0 116, 6 | +0, 4 +5, 9 |
| Wt wat er srand | 122,7 122,2 115,0 | +0, 4 +6, 7 |
| Q her urban areas | 122,5 122, 0 115,5 | +0, 4 +6 |
| | | |
| Mpumal anga | 123,3 122, 7 114, 3 | +0,5 +7,9 |
| Nel sprui t/ W tbank | 123, 4 122,9 115,7 | +0, 4 +6, 7 |
| Q her urban areas | 123,0 122,3 113,7 | +0, 6 +8, 2 |
| | | |
| Northern Province | 121,3 120, 8 114, 8 | +0, 4 +5,7 |
| Pietersburg | 122,7 122, 1 116,5 | +0,5 +5,3 |
| Cher urban areas | 121, 2 120,7 114,6 | +0, 4 +5,8 |
e SREREISCEEEES I LEL I LR LS LT EEPIRENEEEE R RICECEEEETRTREPEEPERS |
| Véi ght ed average - | | |
| Metro and other urban areas | 122,7 122,1 115,4 | +0, 5 +6, 3 |
|
|
|



TABLE 4.

Furniture and equi pnent

Vehi cl es

Cther transport comnodities
Qher commuodi ti es

Housing and domestic workers
Transport
Qher services

|
|
Per centage change |
conpared with |

r. | y

1998 | 1997

+0, 2 +3,8

+0, 2 43,7

+0, 2 +3,9

+0,4 +4,7

+0, 3 +3,8

+0, 4 +5, 1

+0, 4 +4,9

+0, 2 +4, 6

+0, 2 +7,7

+0, 3 +4, 3

+0, 3 +4, 6

+0, 3 +3,9

+0, 3 +4,9

+0, 3 +4, 8

+0, 3 +4, 4

+0,4 +4,9

+0, 2 +4,3

+0, 3 +4, 1

+0, 3 +5, 3
| +0, 2 +4,0 |
| +0, 3 +5, 4 |
| |
| +0, 3 +5, 1 |
| +0, 2 +4,5 |
| +0, 3 +5, 1 |
| +0, 3 +4,9 |
| |
| +0, 3 +5, 4 |
| +0, 3 +5,5 |
| +0, 3 +5, 3 |
| |
| +5,0 |
| +2, |
| |
|
|
|

AREA | NDI CES ( concl uded)
TABLE 4.4 Index for all items excluding food
Each area conpared with itself
BASE : 1995 = 100
| |
| | _ )
| | Al items excluding food
| Urban area |
| [ mommmm e
| | | |
y | Apr. | y
1998 | 1998 | 1997
Vestern Cape 120, 6 120, 3 116, 2
Cape Peni nsul a 121,2 121,0 116, 9
Q her urban areas 120, 4 120, 1 115,9
Eastern Cape 122,6 122, 1 117,1
Port Elizabeth/ U tenhage 120,1 119,7 115,7
East London 123,0 122,5 117,0
Q her urban areas 122,7 122,2 117,0
Nort hern Cape 120, 7 120, 4 115, 4
Ki mber | ey 123,4 123,1 114,6
Q her urban areas 120, 2 119, 8 115, 2
Free State 119,4 119,1 114,1
Bl oenfont ei n 121,6 121,2 117,0
Free State Col dfields 119,2 118,9 113,6
Q her urban areas 119, 0 118,7 113,6
Kwazul u- Nat al 121,0 120,6 115,9
Dur ban/ Pi net own 122,3 121,8 116, 6
Pieternaritzburg 121, 4 121,1 116, 4
Q her urban areas 120,0 119, 7 115,3
North Vest 120,0 119,7 114,0
| K erksdor p/ Sti | font ei n/ O kney | 118,9 118, 7 114, 3
| Q her urban areas | 120,0 119, 7 113,8
| |
| Gauteng | 122,7 122,3 116, 8
| Pretorial/ Centurion/ Akasi a | 121,8 121,5 116, 6
| Wt wat er srand | 121,6 121,2 115,7
| Q her urban areas | 122,2 121,8 116,5
| |
| Mpumal anga | 121,7 121, 3 115,5
| Nel sprui t/ W tbank | 121,9 121,5 115,5
| Q her urban areas | 121,0 120, 6 114,9
| |
| Northern Province | 120,0 119, 6 114,3
| Pietersburg | 118,7
| Cher urban areas | 120, 4
I- S
| Vi ght ed average - |
| Metro and other urban areas | 121,6 121,2 116, 2
L CTTETRPRPTLEPEPS R Lt e LRI ELEEPRNN e
| Véi ght ed average - |
| Metropolitan | 121,7 121, 3 116, 2
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 2
TABLE 5
TABLE 5 SEASONALLY ADJUSTED | NDI CES
BASE : 1995 = 100
| | | |
I G oup I My I Apr. I
| | 1998 | 1998 |
‘ ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
|Al items | 121, 8 121,1
| |
| Expenditure groups - Very low |
| Low |
| M ddl e |
| H gh |
| Very hi gh |
| |
|Al itens excluding food | 121,5 121,0
| |
| Commodi ti es | 120,9 120,0
| |
| Food | 123,2 121,5
| |
| Food and non-al cohol ic bever ages | 123,5 121, 8
| Alcoholic beverages, cigarettes, cigars and | 152, 1 150, 1
| tobacco |
| dothing and footwear | 107,3 107,1
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
| |
|

|

| +0,3 +4,6

[=mmmmmm e |

| |

| +0, 3 +4,7 |

\ .

Mar . | Feb. | Vi ghts|

1998 | 1998 |
|

120,7 120, 2 | 100, 00
|
| 0,51
| 1,78
| 524
| 17,70
| 74,77
|

120, 8 120, 3 | 81,98
|

119,0 118, 4 | 55,00
|

120, 4 119,5 | 18,02
|

120, 7 119, 8 | 18,84

146,0 143,1 | 2,13
|

107, 1 107, 3 | 4,72
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|




TABLE 6 THE OONSUMER PRI CE | NDEX FOR PENSI ONERS - AREA | NDI CES
Each area conpared with itself

BASE : 1995 = 100

| | |
I ) I I
| Al itenms | Per cent age change |
| | i |

|
| Wi ghted average - |
| Metropolitan | 123,7 123,2 116, 3

Urban area conpared with
| | |
May | Apr | May Apr | My
1998 | 1998 | 1997 1998 | 1997
Vestern Cape 121,6 121,1 115, 3 +0,4 +5,5
Cape Peni nsul a 123,5 123, 1 117,0 +0, 3 +5, 6
Q her urban areas 121,2 120,7 115, 0 +0, 4 +5, 4
Eastern Cape 125,5 124, 5 117,4 +0,8 +6, 9
Port Elizabeth/ U tenhage 122,1 121,3 115, 8 +0, 7 +5, 4
East London 125, 3 124,5 117,0 +0, 6 +7,1
Q her urban areas 125,8 124, 8 117,4 +0, 8 +7,2
Nort hern Cape 123,3 122, 6 116,0 +0, 6 +6, 3
Ki nber | ey 126,5 125,6 115,3 +0, 7 +9,7
Q her urban areas 122,8 122,2 116,0 +0, 5 +5,9
Free State 119,8 119, 3 112,8 +0,4 +6, 2
Bl oenf ont ei n 121,2 120, 8 116,0 +0, 3 +4,5
Free State Col dfields 118, 4 117,7 112,2 +0, 6 +5,5
Q her urban areas 119,8 119, 2 112,5 +0, 5 +6,5
Kwazul u- Nat al 121,8 121,0 115, 4 +0,7 +5,5
Dur ban/ Pi net own 123,7 122,9 116, 6 +0, 7 +6, 1
Pieternaritzburg 121,1 120, 6 115,1 +0, 4 +5, 2
Q her urban areas 120, 8 120,1 114, 8 +0, 6 +5, 2
| | | |
| North Vst | 121,1 120,1 114,0 | +0,8 +6,2 |
| K erksdor p/ Sti | fontei n/ O kney | 122,5 122, 0 115,1 | +0, 4 +6, 4 |
| Q her urban areas | 120,7 119, 6 113,6 | +0, 9 +6, 3 |
| | | |
| Gauteng | 123,5 123,0 115,9 | +0, 4 +6, 6 |
| Pretorial/ Centurion/ Akasi a | 122,8 122, 4 116,0 | +0, 3 +5, 9 |
| Wt wat er srand | 124,2 123,7 115,9 | +0, 4 +7,2 |
| Q her urban areas | 121,8 121,2 115,3 | +0, 5 +5, 6 |
| | | |
| Mpunmal anga | 125,7 125,0 116, 1 | +0, 6 +8, 3 |
| Nel sprui t/ W tbank | 125,6 125,0 117,3 | +0, 5 +7,1 |
| Q her urban areas | 125,7 125,0 115,8 | +0, 6 +8,5 |
| | | |
| Northern Province | 122,8 122,3 115,5 | +0, 4 +6, 3 |
| Pietersburg | 125,8 125, 4 117,9 | +0,3 +6,7 |
| Cher urban areas | 122,7 122,3 115,5 | +0, 3 +6, 2 |
—————————————————————————————————————————— [ rmmn el e
| Vi ght ed average - | | |
| Metro and other urban areas | 122,7 122,1 115,5 | +0, 5 +6, 2 |
|
|
|



