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EXPLANATORY WOTES

GENERAL
Price information refers to the first seven
days of the relevant month.

The Consumer Price Indices relating to diffe-
rent urban areas (Table 4) do not permit ine
ter~urban comparison of price levels or living
costs. They do not indicate whether it is meo-
reexpensive to live in one c¢ity than in
@nother. They indicate for each urban area,
independently of any of the other urban areas
the price changes which have taken place from
time to time.

General sales tax (GST) is included in general
in the prices of all items on which GST is ap-
plicable.

A _more comprehensive description of the
weighting system, seasonal adjustment, price
collection methodology, etc. appears in the

Statistical News Release "The Comsumer Price
Index" which was published simultaneously with
the consumer price index for November 1987 on
22 December 1987.

POL41.1

VERDUIDELIKENDE OPMERKINGS

ALGEMEEN

Alle prysinligting het betrekking op die eerste
sewe dae van die betrokke maand.

Die Verbruikersprysindekse ten opsigte van ver-
skillende stedelike gebiede soos weergegee in
Tabel 4 laat nie tussenstedelike vergelyking
van pryspeile of lewenskoste toe nie. Die in-
deks toon nie of dit duurder is om in een stad
as in 'n ander te woon nie, Die indekse toon
vir elke stedelike gebied, onafhanklik van die
ander stedeliike gebiede, die prysveranderings
wat van tyd tot tyd plaasgevind het.

algemene verkoopbelasting (AvB) is deurgaans
ingesluit by die pryse van alle items waarop
AVB van toepassing is.

'n Meer omvattende beskrywing van die beswa-
ringstelsel, seisoensaanpassing, prysinsame-
lingsmetodiek, ens. verskyn in die Statistiese
MNuusberig "Die Verbruikersprysindeks" wat saam
met die verbruikersprysindeks van November 1987
op 22 Desember 1987 gepubliseer is,
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SUMMARY

The inflation rate of South Africa, as measured by
the Consumer Price Index for January 1989, is
13,3%, which is 0,8 percentage points higher than
the rate of 12,5%% for December 1988. This higher
annual rate of increase is the result of the high
monthly rate of increase of 1,6% for January 1989
relative to the comparable rate of increase of only
0,9% for January 1988. Tt is in fact the largest
monthly rate of increase since March 1987. The
annual rate of increase in the indices for the
lower, middle and higher income groups are
respectively 12,3%, 13,0% and 14,0%.

According to Table 2 the largest contributions to
the monthly non-seasonally adjusted percentage
change were made by foed, housing {interest rates
on mortgage bonds), medical care and health
expenses  (medical practitioners' and dentists'
fees) and transport (new vehicle prices). The
monthly rate of increase in the seasonally adjusted
Consumer Price Index is 1,3%. .

Regarding food, the largest monthly increases
occurred in the prices of meat (2,7%), milk, milk
products and eggs (1,1%), fats and oils (1,3%},
vegetables (2,4%), coffee, tea and cocoa (7,1%) and
other foodstuffs (3,1%), while the price of fruit
and nuts reflected a decrease of B%.

Furthermore, there were alsco relatively large
monthly increases in the prices of alcoholic
beverages (1,0%), cigarettes, cigars and tobacco
{2,2%), clothing (1,0%), household appliances
{1,1%}, household consumable goods (2,2%), as well
as increases in domestic servants wages (1,0%) and
other household services 4,3%).

of the various urban areas the Port Elizabeth/Ui-
tenhage area experienced the laraest monthly in-
crease, namely 1,9%, while the largest annual rate
of increase of 15,1% recorded for the Klerksdorp/
Stilfontein/Orkney area.

The Consumer Price Index for pensioners for January
1989 indicates an annual increase of only 11,7%.
This rate is low in conparison with the inflation
rate of 13,3%, due to the lesser importance of
those products for which relatively sharp price in-
creases were noted during January.

An inter-urban comparison with the Witwatersrand
areas as base and therefore equal to 100, shows
that the Cape Peninsula and the Pretoria/Verwoerd-
burg/Akasia area were the two most expensive urban
areas in 1988 (both indices are 103,7), while
Kimberley was the least expensive (89,%) (see Table
7).

]

" poiql.y

OPSOMMING

Suid-pafrika se inflasiekoers, s00s gemeet aan die ver-
bruikersprysindeks vir Januarie 1989, is 13,3%, wat 0,
persentasiepunte hoér is as die koers van 12,5% vir pe-
sember 1988. Hierdie ho&r jaarlikse toenamekoers is
die gevolg van die hoé& maandelikse toenamekoers van
1,6% vir Januarie 1989 vergeleke met die vergelykbare
toenamekoers van slegs 0,9% vir Januarie 1988. pit is
trouens die grootste maandelikse toenamekoers sedert
Maart 1987. Die jaarlikse toenamekoers in die indekse
van die laer-, middel- en ho&rinkomstegroepe is
onderskeidelik 12,3%, 13,0% en 14,0%.

Volgens Tabel 2 word die grootste bydraes tot die maan-
delikse nie-seiscensaangepaste persentasieverandering
gelewer deur voedsel, behuising (rentekoerse op
huisverbande), mediese versorging en gesondheidsuit-
gawes (mediese praktisyns- en tandartsfooie) en vervoe
(nuwe voertuigpryse). ©Die maandelikse toenamekoers in
die seisoensaangepaste Verbruikersprysindeks isg 1,3%.

Betreffende voedsel, het die grootste maandelikse
toenames voorgekom in die pryse van vieis (2,7%), melk
melkprodukte en eiers (1,1%), vette en olies (1,33},
groente {2,4%), koffie, tee en kakac (7,1%) en ander
voedselsoorte (3,1%), terwyl prys van vrugte en neute
'n daling van 8% getoon het.

vVerder was daar ook relatief groot maandelikse toename.
in die pryse van alkoholiese drank (1,0%), sigarette,
sigare en tabak {(2,2%), klerasie (1,0%), huishoudelike
toebehore (1,1%), huishoudelike verbruiksartikels
{2,2%), asook verhogings in huishulplone (1,0%) en in
ander huishoudelike dienste (4,3%).

van die verskillende stedelike gebiede het die Port
Elizabeth/Uitenhageqebied die grootste maandelikse
styging getoon, naamlik 1,9%, terwyl dle grootste jaar-
likse toenamekoers van 1%,1% aangeteken is vir die
Klerksdorp/Stilfontein/Orkneygebied.

Die Verbruikersprysindeks vir pensioenarisse in Janu-
arie 1989 weerspieél 'n jaarlikse toenamekoers van
slegs 11,7%. Hierdie koers is laag in vergelyking met
die inflasiekoers van 13,3%, as gevelg van die mindere
belangrikheid van daardie items waarvoor relatief sker:
prystoenames gedurende Januarie genoteer is.

'n Tussenstedelike vergelyking met die Witwatersrand-
gebied as basis en daarom gelyk gestel aan 100, toon
dat die Kaapse Skiereiland en die Pretoria/Verwoerd-
burg/Akasiagebied die twee duurste stedelike gebiede i:
1988 was (beide indekse is 103,7), terwyl Kimberley di:
goedkoopste was (89,5) (kyk Tabel 7).
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MONTHLY CHANGE MAANDELIKSE :
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TABLE 1 TINCOME GROUP INDICES AND TABEL 1 INROMSTEGROEPINDEKSE EN
PERCENTAGE CHANGE PERSENTASIEVERANDERING
BASE - BASIS: 1985 = 100
Change compared with -
Dec. Verandering vergeleke met -
Jan. pes. Jan.
1989 1988 l9ss Dec.
Des. 1988 Jan. 1988
Seaso-~
actual nally Actual
werklik [|adjusted Werklik
Seisoens-
aangepas
‘Lower income group
Laer inkomstegroep 166,7 164,6 148,5 + 1,3 + 0,7 + 12,3
Middle income group
Middelinkomstegroep 166,9 164,4 147,7 + 1,5 + 1,1 + 13,0
Higher income group
Hoér inkomstegroep 167,0 164,1 146,5 + 1,8 + 1,6 + 14,0
All income groups
Alle inkomstegroepe 166,8 164,2 147,2 + 1,6 + 1,3 + 13,3
Food only
Slegs voedsel 181,5 178,7 160,3 + 1,6 + 0,8 + 13,2
TABLE 2 EFFECT OF PRICE CHANGES ON THE TABEL 2 UITWERKING VAN PRYSVERANDERIHNGS
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX - OP DIE VERBRUIKERSPRYSINDEKS -
ALL INCOME GROUPS ALLE INKOMSTEGROEPE
CONTRIBUTION
BYDRAE
Food Voedsel
Meat + 0,2 Vleis
vegetables + 0,1 Groente
Other + 0,1 ander
Housing : + 0,4 Behuising
Household operation + 0,1 Lopende huishouding

Medical care and health expenses

TransSport
Other

Mediese versorging en gesondheids-
uitgawes

Vervoer

ander
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“ TABLE 4 URBAN AREAS INDICES ’ TABEL 4 STEDELIKE GEBIEDSINDEKRSE

BASE: EACH AREA COMPARED WITH ITSELF IN 1985 = 100
BASIS: ELKE GEBIED VERGELEKE MET SIGSELF IN 1985 = 100

All items Percentage change compared with -
alle items Persentasieverandering vergeleke met -
Urban area
Stedelike gebied pec.
Jan. Des. Jan. Pec.
. 1989 1988 1988 pDes. 1988 Jan. 1988
1. <cCape peningula - Kaapse Skiereiland 166,3 164,1 146,6 + 1,3 +13,4
2. TPort Eiizabeth/Uitenhage .......... . ] 169.,4 166,3  148,8 + 1,8 +13,8
3. East London - Oos-Londen ..... e 163,1 160,6 143,9% + 1,6 +13,3
4, Fimberley ...ccieacarerroraassan e 161,5 15%,4 144,7 + 1,3 +11,6
5. Pietermaritzblryg ......«... vessissnass | 162,7 160,5 143,8 + 1,4 +13,1
6. Durban/Pinetown ......-.... PSRN [ 158,1 155,8 140,7 + 1,5 +12,4
7. Pretoria/vVerwoerdburg/hkasia ....... 175,1 172,%6 153,5 + 1,4 +14,1
8, Witwatersrand ....... PN 168,0 165,1 148,0 + 1,8 +13,5
9. Klerksdorp/sStilfontein/Orkney ...... 175,9 173,9 152,8 + 1,2 +15,1
10. vaal Triangle - Vaaldriehoek ....... 164,1 161,3 146,86 + 1,7 +11.,9
11. OFS Goldfields - OVS-goudvelde 167,2 165,6 149,4 + 1,0 +11,9
12. Bloemfontein .............. e e 154,4 153,0 139,2 + 0,9 +10,9
weighted average of the twelve areas
Beswaarde gemiddelde van die twaalf 166,8 164,2 147,2 + 1,6 +13,3
gebiede
all items, excluding housing Food
Alle items, uitgesonderd behuising Slegs veoedsel
Utban area
Stedelike gebied Dec. bec.
Jan. Des. Jan. Jan. Des. Jan.
1989 1988 1988 1989 1988 1988
1. Cape Peninsula - Kaapse Skiereiland 168,2 165,9 147,11 186,2 185,23 161,5
2. vort Elizabeth/Uitenhage .....:veuus 175,4 172,12 153,4 185,32 185,1 163,9
3. TEast London - DOS-LONGEN ...ecvcenean 165,6 163,08 145,7 159,7 159,2 143,4
4, Kimberley .......... et asas e e 166,9 164,8 149,1 172.,4 170,9 154,2
5, Pietermaritzburg 166,7 164,5 . 147,8 181,4 178,7 158,9
6. Durban/Pinetown ...icesencrarcrsonas 163,9 161,5 145,3 175,6 171,4 155,0
7. vPretoria/Verwoerdburg/hkasia ..... . 181,1 176,46 158,6 189,7 187,3 169,2
B. WitwatersSrand .esesvsssoorsnvrsrsrnet 172.2 169,3 151.9 180.0 175.,9 159,5
9. Klerksdorp/Stilfontein/Orkney ...... 180,6 178,5 156,4 204,3 202,4 169,9
L10. yaal Triangle - vVaaldriehoek ....... 168,5 165,5 149,6 172,9 169,1 157,4
11. ©OFS Goldfields - OVs-goudvelde 171,5 169,9 152,5 190,2 188,8 167,0
12. BloemfOntein +..evecvissinsrearanens 156,3 1%%,3 141,8 169,3 169,3 153,5
Weighted average of the twelve areas
Beswaarde gemiddelde van die twaalf 171,0Q 168,4 150,7 181,5% 178,7 160,3
gebiede
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