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AVERAGE ANNUAL INFLATION RATE THE LOWEST SINCE 1973 

The official annual inflation rate as measured by the change in the Consumer Price Index, is 9,0% at December 1998. Therefore, 
the average annual inflation rate for the year 1998 is 6,9%, which is the lowest since 1973, when it was 6,5%. The annual rate of 
6,9% is 1,7 percentage points lower than the corresponding rate of 8,6% for 1997 and 0,5 of a percentage point lower than the 
corresponding rate of 7,4% for 1996. 

The official annual core inflation rate is 7,5% for 1998 which is 1,3 percentage points lower than the corresponding rate of 8,8% for 
1997. 

The average food inflation rate of 6,2% for 1998 is substantially lower than the corresponding rate of 9,4% for 1997. 

The price index for housing shows an average rate of increase of 7,7% for 1998. This is 1,1 percentage points lower than the 
corresponding rate of 8,8% for 1997 and 3,8 percentage points lower than the corresponding rate of 11,5% for 1996. 

INFLATION RATE DECREASES TO 9,0% AT DECEM BER 1998 

The official inflation rate, i.e. the annual rate of change in the Consumer Price Index for metropolitan areas, is 9,0% at 
December 1998. This rate is 0,4 of a percentage point lower than the corresponding annual rate of 9,4% at November 1998. From 
November 1998 to December 1998 the Consumer Price Index for metropolitan areas remained the same. The seasonally adjusted 
index increased by 0,1% for the same period. 

The difference between the official inflation rate of 9,0% and the core inflation rate of 7,8% (which increased by 0,1 of a 
percentage point at November 1998) is still mainly due to the impact of rising interest rates on existing mortgage bonds during the 
months July to September 1998, which are included in the official inflation rate but excluded from the core inflation rate. 

The annual increase of 9,0% in the Consumer Price Index for metropolitan areas is mainly due to annual increases in the price indices 
for housing (+4,1 percentage points), food (+1,2 percentage points), medical care and health expenses (+0,8 of a percentage point), 
household operation (+0,7 of a percentage point) and transport (+0,5 of a percentage point) (cf. Table 2.1). 

The inflation rate for metropolitan and other urban areas is 8,7% at December 1998. This rate is 0,3 of a percentage point lower than 
the corresponding annual rate of 9,0% at November 1998. From November 1998 to December 1998 the Consumer Price Index for 
metropolitan and other urban areas increased by 0,1 of a percentage point. 

CORE INFLATION RATE 

The core inflation rate for metropolitan areas (see note 7 on page 5) is 7,8% at December 1998. This rate is 0,1 of a percentage point 
higher than the annual rate of 7,7% at September, October and November 1998. From November 1998 to December 1998 the core 
inflation index for metropolitan areas increased by 0,3%. 

The annual increase of 7,8% in the core inflation index for metropolitan areas is mainly due to annual increases in the price indices 
for housing (+1,7 percentage points), medical care and health expenses (+1,2 percentage points), food (+0,9 of a percentage point), 
household operation (+0,9 of a percentage point) and transport (+0,7 of a percentage point) (cf. Table 2.3). 

The core inflation rate for metropolitan and other urban areas (see note 7 on page 5) is 7,6% at December 1998, which is 0,1 of a 
percentage point higher than the corresponding annual rate of 7,5% at November 1998. From November 1998 to December 1998 the 
core inflation index for metropolitan and other urban areas increased by 0,3%. 

M ETROPOLITAN AREAS 

Contributions to monthly " change"  in the CPI  

The monthly "change" of 0,0% in the Consumer Price Index for metropolitan areas is due to monthly increases in the price indices 
for food (+0,1 of a percentage point) and household operation (+0,1 of a percentage point). These increases were counteracted by 
monthly decreases in the price indices for housing (-0,1 of a percentage point) and transport (-0,1 of a percentage point). 

Contributions to monthly increase in core inflation index 



From November 1998 to December 1998 the core inflation index for metropolitan areas increased by 0,3%. This monthly increase is 
due to monthly increases in the price indices for food (+0,1 of a percentage point), clothing and footwear (+0,1 of a percentage 
point), housing (+0,1 of a percentage point) and household operation (+0,1 of a percentage point), which were slightly counteracted 
by a monthly decrease in the price index for transport (-0,1 of a percentage point). 

Food inflation  

The price index for food shows an annual rate of increase of 6,5% at December 1998. This rate is the same as the corresponding 
annual rate at November 1998. From November 1998 to December 1998 this index increased by 0,6%, while the seasonally 
adjusted index increased by 0,3%. 

The price index for food shows a monthly increase of 0,6%, which is mainly due to increases in the price indices for fruit and nuts 
(+1,5%), fats and oils (+1,3%), meat (+1,2%), coffee, tea and cocoa (+0,7%) and "other" food items (+0,5%). These increases were 
slightly counteracted by a monthly decrease in the price index for vegetables (-0,6%).  

Price index for non-food items  

The price index for non-food items shows an annual rate of increase of 9,5% at December 1998. This rate is 0,5 of a percentage 
point lower than the corresponding annual rate of 10,0% at November 1998. From November 1998 to December 1998 this index 
decreased by 0,2%, while the seasonally adjusted index increased by 0,2%. 

Relatively large monthly increases occurred in the price indices for cigarettes, cigars and tobacco (+2,4%), personal care (+2,1%) and 
household operation (+0,9%). Relatively large monthly decreases occurred in the price indices for housing (-0,8%), "other" items (-
0,6%) and transport (-0,2%, mainly due to a decrease of 2c/l in the price of petrol). 

An alternative expression of the change in the Consumer Pr ice Index 

An alternative expression of the change in the Consumer Price Index is to annualise the percentage change between the average index 
of the three months up to December 1998 and the average index of the previous three months. This approach, when using seasonally 
adjusted data shows an increase of 9,3% (which is 6,2 percentage points lower than the corresponding rate of 15,5% for November 
1998), while the unadjusted data shows an increase of 7,9% (which is 7,2 percentage points lower than the corresponding rate of 
15,1% for November 1998). 

Pensioners 

The inflation rate for pensioners in the metropolitan areas is 8,3% at December 1998, which is 0,1 of a percentage point lower than 
the corresponding annual rate of 8,4% at November 1998. 

M ETROPOLITAN AND OTHER URBAN AREAS 

Contributions to monthly " change"  in the CPI  

The Consumer Price Index for metropolitan and other urban areas shows a monthly increase of 0,1%. This increase is due to monthly 
increases in the price indices for food (+0,1 of a percentage point), household operation (+0,1 of a percentage point) and personal 
care (+0,1 of a percentage point), which were slightly counteracted by monthly decreases in the price index for housing (-0,2 of a 
percentage point). 

Food inflation 

The price index for food shows an annual rate of increase of 7,0% at December 1998, which is the same as the corresponding rate 
at November 1998. From November 1998 to December 1998 this index increased by 0,6%. 

The price index for food shows a monthly increase of 0,6%, which is mainly due to increases in the price indices for fruit and nuts 
(+2,0%), meat (+1,2%), fats and oils (+1,1%), coffee, tea and cocoa (+0,5%) and ‘other’  food products (+0,5%). 

Price index for non-food items  



The price index for non-food items shows an annual rate of increase of 9,1% at December 1998, which 0,3 of a percentage point 
lower than the corresponding annual rate of 9,4% at November 1998. From November 1998 to December 1998 this index 
decreased by 0,1%.  

Relatively large monthly decreases occurred in the price indices for housing (-0,8%), "other" items (-0,6%), clothing and footwear (-
0,1%), transport (-0,1%, mainly due to a decrease of 2c/l in the price of petrol) and alcoholic beverages (-0,1%). Relatively large 
monthly increases occurred in the price indices for personal care (+2,1%), cigarettes, cigars and tobacco (+1,9%) and household 
operation (+1,0%). 

An alternative expression of the change in the Consumer Pr ice Index 

An alternative expression of the change in the Consumer Price Index is to annualise the percentage change between the average index 
of the three months up to December 1998 and the average index of the previous three months. This approach, when using unadjusted 
data shows an increase of 7,6%, which is 6,1 percentage points lower than the corresponding rate of 13,7% for November 1998. A 
better method should be to use seasonally adjusted data for the calculation of the alternative expression, but at this stage there is no 
seasonally adjusted data available for metropolitan and other urban areas. This is due to the fact that the index for metropolitan and 
other urban areas exists only since January 1997. Seasonal adjustment can only significantly be done using at least three years’  data. 

Pensioners 

The inflation rate for pensioners in the metropolitan and other urban areas is 7,9% at December 1998. The other urban areas in 
Mpumalanga recorded the highest rate of increase, namely 9,8%, while the lowest rate of 6,7% was recorded for other urban areas in 
Northern Cape. 

Areas indices 

The other urban areas in Mpumalanga recorded the highest inflation rate of 9,9%, while the lowest rate of 7,0% was recorded for the 
other urban areas in Northern Cape. 

Regarding food prices, the highest annual increase of 10,1% was recorded for the other urban areas in Mpumalanga, while 
Pietersburg reflected the lowest increase of 4,4%. 

CPI FOR JANUARY 1999 

In addition to the usual price surveys for January 1999, it has come to the attention of Stats SA that changed prices will apply during 
the first seven days of January 1999 regarding refuse removal in certain areas. 

ANNUAL AVERAGE INDICES AND RATES OF CHANGE 

This table refers to metropolitan areas only. 

Year 

1996 1997  1998 

Index % change Index % change Index % change 

  

  

  

All income groups 

Core inflation 

Food 

Housing 

107,4 

.. 

106,1 

111,5 

7,4 

.. 

6,1 

11,5  

116,6 

116,6  

116,1 

121,3 

8,6 

8,8 

9,4 

8,8 

124,6 

125,3 

123,3 

130,7 

6,9 

7,5 

6,2 

7,7 

 



EXPLANATORY NOTES 

1. All price information refers to the first seven days of the reference month. 

2. By the phrase "each area compared with itself", Stats SA reminds the user that the consumer price indices 
relating to various metropolitan and other urban areas as shown in Table 4 and Table 6 do not permit inter-urban 
comparison of price levels or living costs. The indices do not indicate whether it is more expensive to live in one 
city than in another. The indices indicate for each urban area, independently of any of the other urban areas, the 
price changes which have taken place from time to time. 

3. The indices for all items excluding food, Table 4.4, have been calculated for each area separately as from July 
1994. These indices are calculated by means of the index for all items and the index for food of each area. 

4. Value Added Tax (VAT) is included in general in the prices of all items on which VAT is applicable. 

5. The five expenditure group categories or quintiles were defined according to total annual expenditure per 
household as in October 1995 as: 
 
Very low expenditure group - up to R6 340 
Low expenditure group - R6 341 up to R11 590 
Middle expenditure group - R11 591 up to R21 909 
High expenditure group - R21 910 up to R49 498 
Very high expenditure group - R49 499 and more 

6. A more detailed set of weights for the metropolitan and other urban areas in total according to the new 1995-
weighting structure of the CPI, as well as that for the core basket were published in Statistical release P0141.5 of 
27 March 1997. 

7. Core inflation: 
The primary objective of calculating core inflation is to capture the underlying inflation pressures in the economy, i.e. the 
trend in the general price level which reflects the balance between aggregate demand and supply in the economy over the 
medium term. Core inflation is a measure designed in relation to the specific structure of a country's economy. Hence in the 
South African context, core inflation is derived by excluding items from the CPI basket on the basis that changes in their 
prices are highly volatile, subjected to temporary influences, or affected by government intervention and policy. 
 
Items excluded from the CPI basket to obtain the "core" basket, and the reasons for exclusion are as follows: 

o Fresh and frozen meat and fish: Prices may be highly volatile, particularly during and following periods of drought. 

o Fresh and frozen vegetables and fresh fruit and nuts: Prices may be highly volatile from quarter to quarter due to 
their sensitivity to climatic conditions. 

o Interest rates on mortgage bonds and overdrafts/personal loans: These are excluded due to their "perverse" effect 
on the CPI. A tightening in monetary policy to counter inflation pressures would cause interest rates to rise and be 
reflected in the interest cost component of measured inflation. This, in turn, could provoke a further tightening of 
monetary policy resulting in excessive movements in the inflation rate. 

o VAT (Value Added Tax): VAT is predominantly determined by government (fiscal policy). 

o Assessment rates: These taxes are predominantly determined by local government. 

The choice of exclusions was informed by best practice amongst several other international 
agencies, and after consultation with the South African Reserve Bank and other local technical 
experts. 

7. Symbols used: *  = revised 



8. RESPONSE RATE 

The response rate for the CPI for December 1998 was 87%. This response rate is slightly lower than the 

normal minimum response rate of 90%, due to the rush during festive season. 

                                                                                                                       



   
              TABLE 1. 1 EXPENDI TURE GROUP I NDI CES AND PERCENTAGE CHANGE 
  
                                                                 BASE :  1995 = 100 
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
             |                               |              |              |              |                                          |  
             |                               |              |              |              |      Per cent age change compar ed wi t h     |  
             |                               |              |              |              |                                          |  
             |          Gr oup                |     Dec.      |     Nov.      |     Dec.      | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |                               |     1998     |     1998     |     1997     |                              |            |  
             |                               |              |              |              |              Nov.             |     Dec.    |  
             |                               |              |              |              |              1998            |     1997   |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |                               |              |              |              |   Ac t ual    |   Seasonal l y      |   Ac t ual    |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |   adj us t ed       |            |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |                               |              |              |              | - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Expendi t ur e gr oups            |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |     Ver y Low                  |    131, 5     |    130, 9     |    120, 9     |    +0, 5    |        . .         |    +8, 8    |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |     Low                       |    130, 7     |    130, 0     |    120, 3     |    +0, 5    |        . .         |    +8, 6    |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |     Mi ddl e                    |    130, 1     |    129, 5     |    120, 0     |    +0, 5    |        . .         |    +8, 4    |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |     Hi gh                      |    130, 2     |    129, 8     |    119, 8     |    +0, 3    |        . .         |    +8, 7    |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |     Ver y Hi gh                 |    129, 0     |    129, 1     |    118, 3     |    - 0, 1    |        . .         |    +9, 0    |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Al l  expendi t ur e gr oups  -       |              |              |              |          1) |                1) |          1) |  
             |  Met r opol i t an                 |    129, 4     |    129, 4     |    118, 7     |     0, 0    |      +0, 1        |    +9, 0    |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Al l  expendi t ur e gr oups  -       |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |  Met r o and ot her  ur ban ar eas  |    129, 0     |    128, 9     |    118, 7     |    +0, 1    |     . .            |    +8, 7    |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Food onl y  -                    |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |  Met r opol i t an                 |    126, 7     |    125, 9     |    119, 0     |    +0, 6    |      +0, 3        |    +6, 5    |  
             | Food onl y  -                    |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |  Met r o and ot her  ur ban ar eas  |    127, 6     |    126, 8     |    119, 2     |    +0, 6    |        . .         |    +7, 0    |  
             |                               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             | Al l  i t ems excl udi ng f ood -     |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |  Met r opol i t an                 |    130, 0     |    130, 2     |    118, 7     |    - 0, 2    |      +0, 2        |    +9, 5    |  
             | Al l  i t ems excl udi ng f ood -     |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |  Met r o and ot her  ur ban ar eas  |    129, 3     |    129, 4     |    118, 5     |    - 0, 1    |     . .            |    +9, 1    |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Al l  expendi t ur e gr oups         |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             | ( VAT EXCLUDED)  -               |              |              |              |          1) |                1) |          1) |  
             |  Met r opol i t an                 |    129, 4     |    129, 4     |    118, 7     |     0, 0    |       0, 0        |    +9, 0    |  
             | Al l  expendi t ur e gr oups         |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             | ( VAT EXCLUDED)  -               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |  Met r o and ot her  ur ban ar eas  |    129, 0     |    128, 9     |    118, 7     |    +0, 1    |     . .            |    +8, 7    |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Cor e i nf l at i on -               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |  Met r opol i t an                 |    128, 9     |    128, 5     |    119, 6     |    +0, 3    |     -             |    +7, 8    |  
             | Cor e i nf l at i on -               |              |              |              |            |                  |            |  
             |  Met r o and ot her  ur ban ar eas  |    128, 8     |    128, 4     |    119, 7     |    +0, 3    |     -             |    +7, 6    |  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
             1)  On t heor et i cal  gr ounds  and due t o r oundi ng of f ,  t hese r at es  of  change can di f f er .  
 
 
            TABLE 1. 2 ANNUAL I NFLATI ON ON A MONTHLY BASI S 
             
            Met r opol i t an ar eas  -  Al l  I t ems                                                       Base year :  1995 = 100 
            ========================================================================================================== 
            |  Year  |  I ndex |  Jan.  |  Feb.  |  Mar .  |  Apr .  |  May  |  Jun.  |  Jul .  |  Aug.  |  Sep.  |  Oct .  |  Nov.  |  Dec.  | Ave.   |  
            ========================================================================================================== 
            |       |  I ndex |  103, 6|  103, 7|  104, 6|  105, 2|  105, 9|  106, 9|  107, 7|  108, 3|  109, 4|  110, 4|  110, 8|  111, 9|  107, 4|  
            |  1996 |  %    |   +6, 9|   +6, 5|   +6, 3|   +5, 5|   +5, 8|   +6, 9|   +7, 1|   +7, 4|   +8, 4|   +9, 1|   +9, 2|   +9, 4|   +7, 4|  
            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
            |       |  I ndex |  113, 3|  113, 9|  114, 6|  115, 6|  116, 0|  116, 3|  117, 5|  117, 7|  118, 2|  118, 7|  118, 3|  118, 7|  116, 6|  
            |  1997 |  %    |   +9, 4|   +9, 8|   +9, 6|   +9, 9|   +9, 5|   +8, 8|   +9, 1|   +8, 7|   +8, 0|   +7, 5|   +6, 8|   +6, 1|   +8, 6|  
            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
            |       |  I ndex |  119, 7|  120, 0|  120, 8|  121, 4|  121, 9|  122, 3|  125, 3|  126, 7|  128, 9|  129, 4|  129, 4|  129, 4|  124, 6|  
            |  1998 |  %    |   +5, 6|   +5, 4|   +5, 4|   +5, 0|   +5, 1|   +5, 2|   +6, 6|   +7, 6|   +9, 1|   +9, 0|   +9, 4|   +9, 0|   +6, 9|  
            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
                     



     TABLE 2. 1 EFFECT OF ANNUAL PRI CE CHANGES ON THE CONSUMER PRI CE I NDEX 
                      -  ALL EXPENDI TURE GROUPS ( METROPOLI TAN AREAS)  
  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
             |                       Gr oup                        | Cont r i but i on|  
             |                                                    |             |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  Food                                              |    1. 2      |  
             |  Non- al cohol i c  bever ages                            |    0. 1      |  
             |  Al cohol i c bever ages                               |    0. 1      |  
             |  Ci gar et t es ,  c i gar s  and t obacco                    |    0. 3      |  
             |  Housi ng                                           |    4. 1      |  
             |  Fuel  and power                                     |    0. 2      |  
             |  Househol d oper at i on                               |    0. 7      |  
             |  Medi cal  car e and heal t h expenses                  |    0. 8      |  
             |  Tr anspor t                                          |    0. 5      |  
             |  Communi cat i on                                     |    0. 2      |  
             |  Recr eat i on and ent er t ai nment                       |    0. 1      |  
             |  Educat i on                                         |    0. 2      |  
             |  Per sonal  car e                                     |    0. 2      |  
             |  Ot her                                              |    0. 3      |  
             |                                                    | - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  Al l  i t ems                                         |    9. 0      |  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
  
  
              TABLE 2. 2 EFFECT OF MONTHLY PRI CE CHANGES ON THE CONSUMER PRI CE I NDEX 
                      -  ALL EXPENDI TURE GROUPS ( METROPOLI TAN AREAS)  
  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
             |                       Gr oup                        | Cont r i but i on|  
             |                                                    |             |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  Food                                              |    0. 1      |  
             |  Housi ng                                           |   - 0. 1      |  
             |  Tr anspor t                                          |   - 0. 1      |  
             |  Househol d oper at i on                               |    0. 1      |  
             |                                                    | - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  Al l  i t ems                                         |    0. 0      |  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
  
  
              TABLE 2. 3 EFFECT OF ANNUAL PRI CE CHANGES ON THE CORE I NFLATI ON I NDEX 
                      -  ALL EXPENDI TURE GROUPS ( METROPOLI TAN AREAS)  
  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
             |                       Gr oup                        | Cont r i but i on|  
             |                                                    |             |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  Food                                              |    0. 9      |  
             |  Non- al cohol i c  bever ages                            |    0. 1      |  
             |  Al cohol i c bever ages                               |    0. 1      |  
             |  Ci gar et t es ,  c i gar s  and t obacco                    |    0. 4      |  
             |  Cl ot hi ng and f oot wear                              |    0. 1      |  
             |  Housi ng                                           |    1. 7      |  
             |  Fuel  and power                                     |    0. 3      |  
             |  Fur ni t ur e and equi pment                            |    0. 2      |  
             |  Househol d oper at i on                               |    0. 9      |  
             |  Medi cal  car e and heal t h expenses                  |    1. 2      |  
             |  Tr anspor t                                          |    0. 7      |  
             |  Communi cat i on                                     |    0. 3      |  
             |  Recr eat i on and ent er t ai nment                       |    0. 1      |  
             |  Readi ng mat t er                                     |    0. 1      |  
             |  Educat i on                                         |    0. 3      |  
             |  Per sonal  car e                                     |    0. 3      |  
             |  Ot her                                              |    0. 1      |  
             |                                                    | - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  Al l  i t ems                                         |    7. 8      |  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
  
              TABLE 2. 4 EFFECT OF MONTHLY PRI CE CHANGES ON THE CORE I NFLATI ON I NDEX 
                      -  ALL EXPENDI TURE GROUPS ( METROPOLI TAN AREAS)  
  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
             |                       Gr oup                        | Cont r i but i on|  
             |                                                    |             |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  Food                                              |    0. 1      |  
             |  Cl ot hi ng and f oot wear                              |    0. 1      |  
             |  Housi ng                                           |    0. 1      |  
             |  Househol d oper at i on                               |    0. 1      |  
             |  Tr anspor t                                          |   - 0. 1      |  
             |                                                    | - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  Al l  i t ems                                         |    0. 3      |  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
  
        



   TABLE 3   GROUP I NDI CES -  WEI GHTED AVERAGE 
               3. 1 METROPOLI TAN AREAS 
                                                                 BASE :  1995 = 100 
        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
        |                                                 |            |            |            |                              |        |  
        |                                                 |            |            |            |       Per cent age change      |        |  
        |                                                 |            |            |            |       compar ed wi t h          |        |  
        |                                                 |            |            |            |                              |        |  
        |                                                 |            |            |            | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | Wei ght s |  
        |               Gr oup                             |            |            |            |               |               |        |  
        |                                                 |            |            |            |               |               |        |  
        |                                                 |    Dec.     |    Nov.     |    Dec.     |     Nov.       |     Dec.       |        |  
        |                                                 |    1998    |    1998    |    1997    |     1998      |     1997      |        |  
        | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - |  
        |  Al l  i t ems                                      |    129, 4       129, 4       118, 7   |      0, 0           +9, 0      | 100, 00 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |   Expendi t ur e gr oups -  Ver y  l ow                 |    131, 5       130, 9       120, 9   |     +0, 5           +8, 8      |   0, 51 |  
        |                        Low                      |    130, 7       130, 0       120, 3   |     +0, 5           +8, 6      |   1, 78 |  
        |                        Mi ddl e                   |    130, 1       129, 5       120, 0   |     +0, 5           +8, 4      |   5, 24 |  
        |                        Hi gh                     |    130, 2       129, 8       119, 8   |     +0, 3           +8, 7      |  17, 70 |  
        |                        Ver y  hi gh                |    129, 0       129, 1       118, 3   |     - 0, 1           +9, 0      |  74, 77 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |   Commodi t i es                                   |    124, 9       124, 4       117, 6   |     +0, 4           +6, 2      |  55, 00 |  
        |   Ser v i ces                                      |    135, 7       136, 2       120, 8   |     - 0, 4          +12, 3      |  45, 00 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Al l  i t ems,  excl udi ng hous i ng                   |    126, 4       126, 0       118, 4   |     +0, 3           +6, 8      |  75, 93 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Al l  i t ems,  excl udi ng f ood                      |    130, 0       130, 2       118, 7   |     - 0, 2           +9, 5      |  81, 98 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Food                                           |    126, 7       125, 9       119, 0   |     +0, 6           +6, 5      |  18, 02 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |   Expendi t ur e gr oups -  Ver y  l ow                 |    128, 7       127, 9       118, 9   |     +0, 6           +8, 2      |  40, 73 |  
        |                        Low                      |    128, 7       127, 7       119, 3   |     +0, 8           +7, 9      |  34, 39 |  
        |                        Mi ddl e                   |    128, 6       127, 5       119, 4   |     +0, 9           +7, 7      |  31, 12 |  
        |                        Hi gh                     |    127, 3       126, 5       119, 2   |     +0, 6           +6, 8      |  25, 42 |  
        |                        Ver y  hi gh                |    125, 9       125, 3       118, 7   |     +0, 5           +6, 1      |  14, 84 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |   Pr ocessed                                     |    128, 3       127, 7       119, 2   |     +0, 5           +7, 6      |   9, 12 |  
        |   Unpr ocessed                                   |    125, 0       124, 1       118, 8   |     +0, 7           +5, 2      |   8, 90 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |   Gr ai n pr oduct s                                 |    134, 3       133, 8       121, 1   |     +0, 4          +10, 9      |   3, 31 |  
        |   Meat                                           |    115, 9       114, 5       115, 9   |     +1, 2            0, 0      |   5, 33 |  
        |   Fi sh and ot her  seaf ood                        |    131, 6       131, 2       118, 7   |     +0, 3          +10, 9      |   0, 80 |  
        |   Mi l k ,  cheese and eggs                         |    132, 2       132, 2       126, 3   |      0, 0           +4, 7      |   1, 90 |  
        |   Fat s  and oi l s                                 |    139, 1       137, 3       120, 4   |     +1, 3          +15, 5      |   0, 85 |  
        |   Fr ui t  and nut s                                 |    120, 3       118, 5       110, 0   |     +1, 5           +9, 4      |   1, 08 |  
        |   Veget abl es                                     |    135, 5       136, 3       127, 5   |     - 0, 6           +6, 3      |   1, 80 |  
        |   Sugar                                          |    127, 2       126, 8       118, 0   |     +0, 3           +7, 8      |   0, 59 |  
        |   Cof f ee,  t ea and cocoa                         |    121, 5       120, 6       110, 4   |     +0, 7          +10, 1      |   0, 72 |  
        |   Ot her                                          |    131, 3       130, 6       119, 3   |     +0, 5          +10, 1      |   1, 64 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Non- al cohol i c  bever ages                         |    137, 4       136, 9       124, 4   |     +0, 4          +10, 5      |   0, 82 |  
        |  Al cohol i c bever ages                            |    129, 7       129, 9       118, 8   |     - 0, 2           +9, 2      |   1, 18 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Ci gar et t es ,  c i gar s  and t obacco                 |    197, 3       192, 7       158, 9   |     +2, 4          +24, 2      |   0, 95 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Cl ot hi ng and f oot wear                           |    109, 3       109, 4       108, 3   |     - 0, 1           +0, 9      |   4, 76 |  
        |    Cl ot hi ng                                     |    109, 6       109, 6       107, 8   |      0, 0           +1, 7      |   3, 55 |  
        |    Foot wear                                      |    109, 6       109, 8       110, 9   |     - 0, 2           - 1, 2      |   1, 21 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Housi ng                                        |    141, 4       142, 6       122, 1   |     - 0, 8          +15, 8      |  24, 07 |  
        |  Fuel  and power                                  |    127, 8       127, 8       119, 6   |      0, 0           +6, 9      |   3, 11 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Fur ni t ur e and equi pment                         |    115, 3       114, 5       111, 6   |     +0, 7           +3, 3      |   3, 94 |  
        |    Fur ni t ur e                                    |    121, 3       120, 0       115, 5   |     +1, 1           +5, 0      |   1, 62 |  
        |    Appl i ances                                   |    109, 5       109, 8       107, 1   |     - 0, 3           +2, 2      |   1, 08 |  
        |    Ot her  househol d equi pment  and                |                                    |                              |        |  
        |     t ex t i l es                                     |    112, 4       111, 3       110, 1   |     +1, 0           +2, 1      |   1, 24 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Househol d oper at i on                            |    149, 5       148, 2       132, 2   |     +0, 9          +13, 1      |   4, 69 |  
        |   Househol d consumabl es                         |    136, 1       135, 5       123, 9   |     +0, 4           +9, 8      |   1, 14 |  
        |   Domest i c wor ker s                              |    163, 4       161, 5       142, 3   |     +1, 2          +14, 8      |   3, 19 |  
        |   Ot her  househol d ser v i ces                       |    122, 2       122, 2       115, 6   |      0, 0           +5, 7      |   0, 36 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Medi cal  car e and heal t h expenses               |    146, 9       146, 4       130, 8   |     +0, 3          +12, 3      |   5, 95 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Tr anspor t                                       |    117, 9       118, 1       114, 0   |     - 0, 2           +3, 4      |  14, 74 |  
        |    Vehi cl es                                      |    116, 3       116, 2       110, 7   |     +0, 1           +5, 1      |   5, 25 |  
        |    Runni ng cost                                  |    124, 3       124, 9       120, 4   |     - 0, 5           +3, 2      |   5, 75 |  
        |    Publ i c  and hi r ed t r anspor t                    |    113, 0       113, 0       111, 7   |      0, 0           +1, 2      |   3, 74 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Communi cat i on                                  |    119, 7       119, 7       110, 6   |      0, 0           +8, 2      |   3, 06 |  
        |  Recr eat i on and ent er t ai nment                    |    113, 1       112, 6       108, 5   |     +0, 4           +4, 2      |   2, 38 |  
        |  Readi ng mat t er                                  |    136, 2       136, 2       124, 3   |      0, 0           +9, 6      |   0, 74 |  
        |  Educat i on                                      |    135, 6       135, 6       122, 2   |      0, 0          +11, 0      |   2, 04 |  
        |  Per sonal  car e                                  |    129, 1       126, 5       117, 9   |     +2, 1           +9, 5      |   3, 06 |  
        |  Ot her                                           |    119, 0       119, 7       114, 8   |     - 0, 6           +3, 7      |   6, 49 |  
        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
  
       



   TABLE 3   GROUP I NDI CES -  WEI GHTED AVERAGE 
               3. 2 METRO AND OTHER URBAN AREAS 
                                                                 BASE :  1995 = 100 
        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
        |                                                 |            |            |            |                              |        |  
        |                                                 |            |            |            |       Per cent age change      |        |  
        |                                                 |            |            |            |       compar ed wi t h          |        |  
        |                                                 |            |            |            |                              |        |  
        |                                                 |            |            |            | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | Wei ght s |  
        |               Gr oup                             |            |            |            |               |               |        |  
        |                                                 |            |            |            |               |               |        |  
        |                                                 |    Dec.     |    Nov.     |    Dec.     |     Nov.       |     Dec.       |        |  
        |                                                 |    1998    |    1998    |    1997    |     1998      |     1997      |        |  
        | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - |  
        |  Al l  i t ems                                      |    129, 0       128, 9       118, 7   |     +0, 1           +8, 7      | 100, 00 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |   Expendi t ur e gr oups -  Ver y  l ow                 |    131, 0       130, 6       120, 2   |     +0, 3           +9, 0      |   0, 93 |  
        |                        Low                      |    130, 1       129, 5       119, 8   |     +0, 5           +8, 6      |   2, 99 |  
        |                        Mi ddl e                   |    129, 0       128, 4       119, 2   |     +0, 5           +8, 2      |   7, 58 |  
        |                        Hi gh                     |    129, 5       129, 2       119, 4   |     +0, 2           +8, 5      |  20, 09 |  
        |                        Ver y  hi gh                |    128, 7       128, 8       118, 3   |     - 0, 1           +8, 8      |  68, 41 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |   Commodi t i es                                   |    124, 5       124, 0       117, 2   |     +0, 4           +6, 2      |  57, 34 |  
        |   Ser v i ces                                      |    135, 1       135, 5       120, 7   |     - 0, 3          +11, 9      |  42, 66 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Al l  i t ems,  excl udi ng hous i ng                   |    126, 4       126, 0       118, 1   |     +0, 3           +7, 0      |  77, 55 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Al l  i t ems,  excl udi ng f ood                      |    129, 3       129, 4       118, 5   |     - 0, 1           +9, 1      |  80, 52 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Food                                           |    127, 6       126, 8       119, 2   |     +0, 6           +7, 0      |  19, 48 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |   Expendi t ur e gr oups -  Ver y  l ow                 |    130, 8       130, 5       119, 5   |     +0, 2           +9, 5      |  44, 17 |  
        |                        Low                      |    130, 4       129, 7       119, 9   |     +0, 5           +8, 8      |  38, 83 |  
        |                        Mi ddl e                   |    129, 4       128, 5       119, 6   |     +0, 7           +8, 2      |  32, 67 |  
        |                        Hi gh                     |    128, 0       127, 1       119, 3   |     +0, 7           +7, 3      |  25, 61 |  
        |                        Ver y  hi gh                |    126, 6       125, 7       119, 0   |     +0, 7           +6, 4      |  15, 02 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |   Pr ocessed                                     |    128, 0       127, 4       118, 7   |     +0, 5           +7, 8      |  10, 52 |  
        |   Unpr ocessed                                   |    127, 2       126, 2       119, 8   |     +0, 8           +6, 2      |   8, 96 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |   Gr ai n pr oduct s                                 |    135, 0       134, 5       121, 4   |     +0, 4          +11, 2      |   3, 73 |  
        |   Meat                                           |    115, 8       114, 4       114, 8   |     +1, 2           +0, 9      |   5, 84 |  
        |   Fi sh and ot her  seaf ood                        |    133, 0       132, 5       120, 6   |     +0, 4          +10, 3      |   0, 77 |  
        |   Mi l k ,  cheese and eggs                         |    131, 6       131, 5       125, 7   |     +0, 1           +4, 7      |   2, 02 |  
        |   Fat s  and oi l s                                 |    137, 5       136, 0       118, 9   |     +1, 1          +15, 6      |   0, 94 |  
        |   Fr ui t  and nut s                                 |    120, 2       117, 9       109, 9   |     +2, 0           +9, 4      |   1, 07 |  
        |   Veget abl es                                     |    142, 3       142, 3       130, 2   |      0, 0           +9, 3      |   1, 94 |  
        |   Sugar                                          |    128, 6       128, 1       118, 8   |     +0, 4           +8, 2      |   0, 73 |  
        |   Cof f ee,  t ea and cocoa                         |    120, 4       119, 8       109, 0   |     +0, 5          +10, 5      |   0, 79 |  
        |   Ot her                                          |    130, 7       130, 1       119, 2   |     +0, 5           +9, 6      |   1, 65 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Non- al cohol i c  bever ages                         |    139, 9       139, 7       125, 0   |     +0, 1          +11, 9      |   0, 82 |  
        |  Al cohol i c bever ages                            |    130, 2       130, 3       120, 0   |     - 0, 1           +8, 5      |   1, 17 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Ci gar et t es ,  c i gar s  and t obacco                 |    191, 0       187, 5       155, 5   |     +1, 9          +22, 8      |   1, 04 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Cl ot hi ng and f oot wear                           |    109, 8       109, 9       108, 2   |     - 0, 1           +1, 5      |   5, 07 |  
        |    Cl ot hi ng                                     |    109, 8       109, 9       107, 8   |     - 0, 1           +1, 9      |   3, 80 |  
        |    Foot wear                                      |    109, 6       109, 6       109, 2   |      0, 0           +0, 4      |   1, 27 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Housi ng                                        |    138, 2       139, 3       120, 6   |     - 0, 8          +14, 6      |  22, 45 |  
        |  Fuel  and power                                  |    124, 5       124, 5       116, 3   |      0, 0           +7, 1      |   3, 54 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Fur ni t ur e and equi pment                         |    113, 5       112, 7       110, 8   |     +0, 7           +2, 4      |   4, 34 |  
        |    Fur ni t ur e                                    |    118, 6       117, 2       114, 1   |     +1, 2           +3, 9      |   1, 77 |  
        |    Appl i ances                                   |    109, 0       109, 0       107, 5   |      0, 0           +1, 4      |   1, 19 |  
        |    Ot her  househol d equi pment  and                |                                    |                              |        |  
        |     t ex t i l es                                     |    111, 0       110, 2       109, 3   |     +0, 7           +1, 6      |   1, 38 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Househol d oper at i on                            |    153, 7       152, 2       135, 3   |     +1, 0          +13, 6      |   4, 87 |  
        |   Househol d consumabl es                         |    134, 2       133, 8       121, 6   |     +0, 3          +10, 4      |   1, 27 |  
        |   Domest i c wor ker s                              |    164, 8       162, 9       142, 9   |     +1, 2          +15, 3      |   3, 25 |  
        |   Ot her  househol d ser v i ces                       |    120, 1       120, 1       114, 3   |      0, 0           +5, 1      |   0, 35 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Medi cal  car e and heal t h expenses               |    143, 6       143, 1       127, 9   |     +0, 3          +12, 3      |   5, 81 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Tr anspor t                                       |    116, 2       116, 3       112, 9   |     - 0, 1           +2, 9      |  13, 65 |  
        |    Vehi cl es                                      |    111, 8       111, 7       107, 9   |     +0, 1           +3, 6      |   5, 31 |  
        |    Runni ng cost                                  |    124, 2       124, 8       120, 1   |     - 0, 5           +3, 4      |   5, 16 |  
        |    Publ i c  and hi r ed t r anspor t                    |    110, 4       110, 4       109, 3   |      0, 0           +1, 0      |   3, 18 |  
        |                                                 |                                    |                              |        |  
        |  Communi cat i on                                  |    123, 1       123, 1       113, 7   |      0, 0           +8, 3      |   3, 21 |  
        |  Recr eat i on and ent er t ai nment                    |    109, 3       108, 9       105, 1   |     +0, 4           +4, 0      |   2, 18 |  
        |  Readi ng mat t er                                  |    134, 0       134, 0       122, 4   |      0, 0           +9, 5      |   0, 69 |  
        |  Educat i on                                      |    136, 0       136, 0       120, 9   |      0, 0          +12, 5      |   1, 82 |  
        |  Per sonal  car e                                  |    129, 6       126, 9       118, 6   |     +2, 1           +9, 3      |   3, 08 |  
        |  Ot her                                           |    120, 4       121, 1       116, 0   |     - 0, 6           +3, 8      |   6, 78 |  
        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
  
  
             



   TABLE 4   AREAS I NDI CES 
              TABLE 4. 1 I ndex f or  al l  i t ems 
                        Each ar ea compar ed wi t h i t sel f  
                                                                    BASE :  1995 = 100 
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |                                           |                 Al l   i t ems               |       Per cent age change     |  
             |            Ur ban ar ea                     |                                          |       compar ed wi t h         |  
             |                                           | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |                                           |              |              |              |              |               |  
             |                                           |     Dec.      |     Nov.      |     Dec.      |     Nov.      |     Dec.       |  
             |                                           |     1998     |     1998     |     1997     |     1998     |     1997      |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  West er n Cape                             |     128, 1         128, 1         118, 3    |      0, 0          +8, 3      |  
             |    Cape Peni nsul a                         |     129, 2         129, 4         118, 8    |     - 0, 2          +8, 8      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     127, 2         127, 1         118, 0    |     +0, 1          +7, 8      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  East er n Cape                             |     131, 3         131, 1         120, 6    |     +0, 2          +8, 9      |  
             |    Por t  El i zabet h/ Ui t enhage               |     128, 9         128, 9         118, 2    |      0, 0          +9, 1      |  
             |    East  London                            |     131, 8         131, 7         120, 4    |     +0, 1          +9, 5      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     131, 5         131, 3         120, 8    |     +0, 2          +8, 9      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Nor t her n Cape                            |     125, 8         125, 7         117, 4    |     +0, 1          +7, 2      |  
             |    Ki mber l ey                               |     130, 2         130, 4         119, 7    |     - 0, 2          +8, 8      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     125, 1         125, 0         116, 9    |     +0, 1          +7, 0      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Fr ee St at e                               |     124, 8         124, 8         116, 1    |      0, 0          +7, 5      |  
             |    Bl oemf ont ei n                           |     129, 9         130, 1         118, 8    |     - 0, 2          +9, 3      |  
             |    Fr ee St at e Gol df i el ds                   |     124, 8         124, 6         115, 9    |     +0, 2          +7, 7      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     124, 0         124, 1         115, 7    |     - 0, 1          +7, 2      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  KwaZul u- Nat al                             |     128, 4         128, 1         118, 3    |     +0, 2          +8, 5      |  
             |    Dur ban/ Pi net own                        |     131, 0         130, 4         119, 8    |     +0, 5          +9, 3      |  
             |    Pi et er mar i t zbur g                       |     128, 1         127, 7         119, 2    |     +0, 3          +7, 5      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     127, 0         126, 8         117, 3    |     +0, 2          +8, 3      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Nor t h West                                |     126, 9         126, 6         116, 4    |     +0, 2          +9, 0      |  
             |    Kl er ksdor p/ St i l f ont ei n/ Or kney           |     125, 7         126, 0         116, 4    |     - 0, 2          +8, 0      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     126, 9         126, 5         116, 2    |     +0, 3          +9, 2      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Gaut eng                                  |     130, 2         130, 3         119, 4    |     - 0, 1          +9, 0      |  
             |    Pr et or i a/ Cent ur i on/ Akas i a              |     129, 0         128, 9         119, 3    |     +0, 1          +8, 1      |  
             |    Wi t wat er sr and                          |     129, 4         129, 5         118, 2    |     - 0, 1          +9, 5      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     129, 5         129, 4         119, 0    |     +0, 1          +8, 8      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Mpumal anga                               |     130, 8         130, 8         118, 9    |      0, 0         +10, 0      |  
             |    Nel spr ui t / Wi t bank                      |     130, 2         130, 1         119, 0    |     +0, 1          +9, 4      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     130, 4         130, 5         118, 6    |     - 0, 1          +9, 9      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Nor t her n Pr ov i nce                        |     126, 9         126, 5         117, 7    |     +0, 3          +7, 8      |  
             |   Pi et er sbur g                             |     128, 0         128, 4         118, 5    |     - 0, 3          +8, 0      |  
             |   Ot her  ur ban ar eas                        |     126, 9         126, 5         117, 8    |     +0, 3          +7, 7      |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Wei ght ed aver age -                         |                                          |                             |  
             |  Met r o and ot her  ur ban ar eas              |     129, 0         128, 9         118, 7    |     +0, 1          +8, 7      |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Wei ght ed aver age -                         |                                          |                             |  
             |  Met r opol i t an                             |     129, 4         129, 4         118, 7    |      0, 0          +9, 0      |  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
  
  
  



 
              TABLE 4.   AREA I NDI CES 
              TABLE 4. 2 I ndex f or  f ood 
                        Each ar ea compar ed wi t h i t sel f  
                                                                    BASE :  1995 = 100 
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |                                           |                    Food                  |       Per cent age change     |  
             |            Ur ban ar ea                     |                                          |       compar ed wi t h         |  
             |                                           | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |                                           |              |              |              |              |               |  
             |                                           |     Dec.      |     Nov.      |     Dec.      |     Nov.      |     Dec.       |  
             |                                           |     1998     |     1998     |     1997     |     1998     |     1997      |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  West er n Cape                             |     127, 2         126, 5         119, 1    |     +0, 6          +6, 8      |  
             |    Cape Peni nsul a                         |     126, 9         127, 0         118, 8    |     - 0, 1          +6, 8      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     126, 7         125, 4         118, 5    |     +1, 0          +6, 9      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  East er n Cape                             |     137, 0         136, 6         125, 3    |     +0, 3          +9, 3      |  
             |    Por t  El i zabet h/ Ui t enhage               |     127, 0         125, 9         119, 1    |     +0, 9          +6, 6      |  
             |    East  London                            |     132, 6         131, 1         124, 2    |     +1, 1          +6, 8      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     139, 4         139, 2         126, 7    |     +0, 1         +10, 0      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Nor t her n Cape                            |     122, 5         122, 3         116, 9    |     +0, 2          +4, 8      |  
             |    Ki mber l ey                               |     124, 1         124, 4         116, 8    |     - 0, 2          +6, 3      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     122, 1         121, 9         116, 8    |     +0, 2          +4, 5      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Fr ee St at e                               |     121, 6         121, 7         115, 6    |     - 0, 1          +5, 2      |  
             |    Bl oemf ont ei n                           |     126, 9         127, 4         119, 4    |     - 0, 4          +6, 3      |  
             |    Fr ee St at e Gol df i el ds                   |     122, 1         121, 5         114, 4    |     +0, 5          +6, 7      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     121, 0         121, 1         115, 4    |     - 0, 1          +4, 9      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  KwaZul u- Nat al                             |     129, 1         126, 7         120, 2    |     +1, 9          +7, 4      |  
             |    Dur ban/ Pi net own                        |     135, 1         131, 4         125, 0    |     +2, 8          +8, 1      |  
             |    Pi et er mar i t zbur g                       |     128, 7         126, 8         121, 2    |     +1, 5          +6, 2      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     126, 9         125, 0         118, 3    |     +1, 5          +7, 3      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Nor t h West                                |     124, 2         123, 4         115, 1    |     +0, 6          +7, 9      |  
             |    Kl er ksdor p/ St i l f ont ei n/ Or kney           |     122, 2         122, 2         115, 3    |      0, 0          +6, 0      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     124, 3         123, 4         115, 0    |     +0, 7          +8, 1      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Gaut eng                                  |     125, 8         125, 2         118, 3    |     +0, 5          +6, 3      |  
             |    Pr et or i a/ Cent ur i on/ Akas i a              |     128, 2         127, 4         120, 8    |     +0, 6          +6, 1      |  
             |    Wi t wat er sr and                          |     124, 4         124, 1         117, 2    |     +0, 2          +6, 1      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     126, 2         125, 1         117, 9    |     +0, 9          +7, 0      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Mpumal anga                               |     133, 6         133, 8         121, 8    |     - 0, 1          +9, 7      |  
             |    Nel spr ui t / Wi t bank                      |     128, 6         128, 1         120, 0    |     +0, 4          +7, 2      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     134, 5         134, 8         122, 2    |     - 0, 2         +10, 1      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Nor t her n Pr ov i nce                        |     131, 0         129, 8         121, 5    |     +0, 9          +7, 8      |  
             |   Pi et er sbur g                             |     128, 4         128, 4         123, 0    |      0, 0          +4, 4      |  
             |   Ot her  ur ban ar eas                        |     131, 4         130, 0         121, 4    |     +1, 1          +8, 2      |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Wei ght ed aver age -                         |                                          |                             |  
             |  Met r o and ot her  ur ban ar eas              |     127, 6         126, 8         119, 2    |     +0, 6          +7, 0      |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Wei ght ed aver age -                         |                                          |                             |  
             |  Met r opol i t an                             |     126, 7         125, 9         119, 0    |     +0, 6          +6, 5      |  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ?  
          



TABLE 4   AREAS I NDI CES 
         TABLE 4. 3 I ndex f or  al l  i t ems excl udi ng hous i ng 
                        Each ar ea compar ed wi t h i t sel f  
  
                                                                    BASE :  1995 = 100 
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |                                           |    Al l  i t ems exc l udi ng housi ng           |      Per cent age change      |  
             |            Ur ban ar ea                     |                                          |      compar ed wi t h          |  
             |                                           | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |                                           |              |              |              |              |               |  
             |                                           |     Dec.      |     Nov.      |     Dec.      |     Nov.      |     Dec.       |  
             |                                           |     1998     |     1998     |     1997     |     1998     |     1997      |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  West er n Cape                             |     126, 0         125, 6         118, 1    |     +0, 3          +6, 7      |  
             |    Cape Peni nsul a                         |     126, 8         126, 6         118, 8    |     +0, 2          +6, 7      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     125, 4         124, 9         117, 6    |     +0, 4          +6, 6      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  East er n Cape                             |     130, 3         129, 8         120, 4    |     +0, 4          +8, 2      |  
             |    Por t  El i zabet h/ Ui t enhage               |     126, 7         126, 2         118, 5    |     +0, 4          +6, 9      |  
             |    East  London                            |     131, 5         130, 9         121, 7    |     +0, 5          +8, 1      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     130, 6         130, 1         120, 4    |     +0, 4          +8, 5      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Nor t her n Cape                            |     125, 1         124, 7         116, 8    |     +0, 3          +7, 1      |  
             |    Ki mber l ey                               |     127, 4         127, 3         118, 3    |     +0, 1          +7, 7      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     124, 7         124, 3         116, 5    |     +0, 3          +7, 0      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Fr ee St at e                               |     124, 4         124, 2         116, 7    |     +0, 2          +6, 6      |  
             |    Bl oemf ont ei n                           |     127, 8         127, 6         119, 6    |     +0, 2          +6, 9      |  
             |    Fr ee St at e Gol df i el ds                   |     123, 6         123, 2         116, 0    |     +0, 3          +6, 6      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     124, 1         123, 9         116, 3    |     +0, 2          +6, 7      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  KwaZul u- Nat al                             |     125, 2         124, 4         117, 4    |     +0, 6          +6, 6      |  
             |    Dur ban/ Pi net own                        |     127, 0         126, 0         119, 3    |     +0, 8          +6, 5      |  
             |    Pi et er mar i t zbur g                       |     125, 0         124, 2         117, 9    |     +0, 6          +6, 0      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     124, 5         123, 8         116, 5    |     +0, 6          +6, 9      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Nor t h West                                |     124, 1         123, 6         115, 8    |     +0, 4          +7, 2      |  
             |    Kl er ksdor p/ St i l f ont ei n/ Or kney           |     123, 1         123, 1         116, 4    |      0, 0          +5, 8      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     124, 1         123, 5         115, 5    |     +0, 5          +7, 4      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Gaut eng                                  |     126, 9         126, 5         118, 7    |     +0, 3          +6, 9      |  
             |    Pr et or i a/ Cent ur i on/ Akas i a              |     126, 5         126, 0         118, 9    |     +0, 4          +6, 4      |  
             |    Wi t wat er sr and                          |     126, 4         126, 1         118, 0    |     +0, 2          +7, 1      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     125, 9         125, 5         118, 0    |     +0, 3          +6, 7      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Mpumal anga                               |     127, 3         127, 1         117, 7    |     +0, 2          +8, 2      |  
             |    Nel spr ui t / Wi t bank                      |     126, 8         126, 4         118, 4    |     +0, 3          +7, 1      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     127, 1         126, 9         117, 3    |     +0, 2          +8, 4      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Nor t her n Pr ov i nce                        |     124, 4         123, 9         116, 8    |     +0, 4          +6, 5      |  
             |   Pi et er sbur g                             |     125, 7         125, 6         119, 1    |     +0, 1          +5, 5      |  
             |   Ot her  ur ban ar eas                        |     124, 3         123, 7         116, 6    |     +0, 5          +6, 6      |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Wei ght ed aver age -                         |                                          |                             |  
             |  Met r o and ot her  ur ban ar eas              |     126, 4         126, 0         118, 1    |     +0, 3          +7, 0      |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Wei ght ed aver age -                         |                                          |                             |  
             |  Met r opol i t an                             |     126, 4         126, 0         118, 4    |     +0, 3          +6, 8      |  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ?  
  
              



 TABLE 4.   AREA I NDI CES ( concl uded)  
              TABLE 4. 4 I ndex f or  al l  i t ems excl udi ng f ood 
                        Each ar ea compar ed wi t h i t sel f  
                                                                    BASE :  1995 = 100 
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |                                           |        Al l  i t ems excl udi ng f ood          |      Per cent age change      |  
             |            Ur ban ar ea                     |                                          |      compar ed wi t h          |  
             |                                           | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |                                           |              |              |              |              |               |  
             |                                           |     Dec.      |     Nov.      |     Dec.      |     Nov.      |     Dec.       |  
             |                                           |     1998     |     1998     |     1997     |     1998     |     1997      |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  West er n Cape                             |     128, 3         128, 5         118, 1    |     - 0, 2          +8, 6      |  
             |    Cape Peni nsul a                         |     129, 9         130, 2         119, 0    |     - 0, 2          +9, 2      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     127, 4         127, 6         117, 8    |     - 0, 2          +8, 1      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  East er n Cape                             |     129, 7         129, 7         119, 2    |      0, 0          +8, 8      |  
             |    Por t  El i zabet h/ Ui t enhage               |     129, 3         129, 6         117, 8    |     - 0, 2          +9, 8      |  
             |    East  London                            |     131, 8         132, 0         119, 5    |     - 0, 2         +10, 3      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     129, 1         128, 9         119, 1    |     +0, 2          +8, 4      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Nor t her n Cape                            |     126, 8         126, 7         117, 5    |     +0, 1          +7, 9      |  
             |    Ki mber l ey                               |     132, 8         132, 9         120, 8    |     - 0, 1          +9, 9      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     125, 9         125, 8         117, 0    |     +0, 1          +7, 6      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Fr ee St at e                               |     125, 8         125, 8         116, 3    |      0, 0          +8, 2      |  
             |    Bl oemf ont ei n                           |     130, 9         131, 1         118, 8    |     - 0, 2         +10, 2      |  
             |    Fr ee St at e Gol df i el ds                   |     125, 6         125, 5         116, 4    |     +0, 1          +7, 9      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     125, 0         125, 0         115, 8    |      0, 0          +7, 9      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  KwaZul u- Nat al                             |     128, 3         128, 4         117, 8    |     - 0, 1          +8, 9      |  
             |    Dur ban/ Pi net own                        |     130, 1         130, 2         118, 7    |     - 0, 1          +9, 6      |  
             |    Pi et er mar i t zbur g                       |     128, 0         127, 9         118, 5    |     +0, 1          +8, 0      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     127, 0         127, 1         117, 1    |     - 0, 1          +8, 5      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Nor t h West                                |     127, 6         127, 4         116, 7    |     +0, 2          +9, 3      |  
             |    Kl er ksdor p/ St i l f ont ei n/ Or kney           |     126, 3         126, 7         116, 6    |     - 0, 3          +8, 3      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     127, 6         127, 3         116, 6    |     +0, 2          +9, 4      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Gaut eng                                  |     131, 1         131, 2         119, 6    |     - 0, 1          +9, 6      |  
             |    Pr et or i a/ Cent ur i on/ Akas i a              |     128, 7         128, 7         118, 7    |      0, 0          +8, 4      |  
             |    Wi t wat er sr and                          |     130, 5         130, 6         118, 6    |     - 0, 1         +10, 0      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     130, 4         130, 5         119, 2    |     - 0, 1          +9, 4      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Mpumal anga                               |     130, 0         130, 0         118, 2    |      0, 0         +10, 0      |  
             |    Nel spr ui t / Wi t bank                      |     130, 2         130, 2         118, 5    |      0, 0          +9, 9      |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                      |     129, 4         129, 4         117, 6    |      0, 0         +10, 0      |  
             |                                           |                                          |                             |  
             |  Nor t her n Pr ov i nce                        |     125, 9         125, 8         116, 8    |     +0, 1          +7, 8      |  
             |   Pi et er sbur g                             |     127, 7         128, 2         117, 4    |     - 0, 4          +8, 8      |  
             |   Ot her  ur ban ar eas                        |     125, 8         125, 6         116, 9    |     +0, 2          +7, 6      |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Wei ght ed aver age -                         |                                          |                             |  
             |  Met r o and ot her  ur ban ar eas              |     129, 3         129, 4         118, 5    |     - 0, 1          +9, 1      |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Wei ght ed aver age -                         |                                          |                             |  
             |  Met r opol i t an                             |     130, 0         130, 2         118, 7    |     - 0, 2          +9, 5      |  
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ?  
           



TABLE 5 Seasonal l y adj us t ed i ndi ces  

Base 1995=100 

1998 

Dec Nov* Oct*  Sep* Aug* Jul* Jun* May* Apr*  Mar*  Feb* Jan* 

All Items 

Expenditure groups – Very low 

Low 

Middle 

Higher 

Very High 

All items excluding food 

Commodities 

Food 

Food and non alcoholic beverages 

Alcoholic beverages, cigarettes, 

cigars and tobacco 

Clothing and footwear 

Furniture and equipment 

Vehicles 

Other transport commodities 

Other commodities 

Services 

Housing and domestic workers 

Transport 

Other services 

130,1 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

131,0 

125,0 

126,6 

127,1 

163,5 

108,3 

115,3 

116,9 

125,5 

129,7 

137,7 

141,9 

112,4 

140,,0 

130,0 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

130,8 

124,6 

126,2 

126,7 

161,8 

108,3 

114,4 

116,4 

127,0 

128,8 

137,0 

143,6 

112,3 

136,1 

129,3 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

130,2 

124,2 

125,2 

125,7 

160,3 

107,8 

113,9 

115,4 

129,5 

128,7 

136,0 

142,6 

112,0 

134,9 

128,9 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

129,8 

123,8 

124,8 

125,3 

159,1 

107,9 

113,5 

115,3 

130,3 

127,6 

135,2 

141,7 

111,6 

134,1 

126,8 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

127,3 

123,1 

124,2 

124,7 

159,2 

107,6 

113,1 

113,9 

128,9 

126,9 

131,7 

135,2 

111,2 

133,7 

125,1 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

125,3 

122,2 

124,2 

124,6 

154,9 

107,5 

112,8 

113,5 

125,3 

125,5 

129,0 

131,0 

110,6 

132,4 

122,6 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

122,3 

121,4 

124,3 

124,6 

153,0 

107,4 

112,5 

113,7 

124,2 

122,9 

124,1 

123,0 

110,9 

130,2 

122,0 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

121,7 

120,8 

123,0 

123,4 

151,6 

107,5 

113,0 

113,3 

121,0 

123,4 

123,9 

122,6 

110,7 

130,3 

121,3 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

121,2 

120,0 

121,6 

121,9 

150,5 

107,4 

112,6 

113,1 

121,0 

122,6 

123,2 

123,0 

110,5 

128,1 

120,8 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

120,9 

119,1 

120,7 

121,0 

146,4 

107,2 

112,5 

112,8 

119,8 

121,4 

123,3 

125,3 

110,4 

125,4 

120,2 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

120,4 

118,6 

119,8 

120,1 

143,9 

107,4 

112,4 

112,1 

120,4 

120,9 

123,2 

124,1 

111,1 

126,5 

119,6 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

119,8 

117,9 

118,9 

119,2 

140,8 

108,0 

112,1 

111,6 

119,7 

120,0 

122,8 

123,1 

110,6 

126,9 

100,00 

0,51 

1,78 

5,24 

17,70 

74,77 

81,98 

55,00 

18,02 

18,84 

2,13 

4,72 

3,85 

5,52 

4,63 

15,58 

45,00 

25,99 

4,15 

14,15 

All items (VAT excluded) 129,9 129,9 129,2 128,7 126,6 125,0 122,5 121,9 121,2 120,7 120,3 119,6 100,00 

 



TABLE 6  THE CONSUMER PRI CE I NDEX FOR PENSI ONERS -  AREA I NDI CES 
                       Each ar ea compar ed wi t h i t sel f  
  
                                                                  BASE :  1995 = 100 
             - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
             |                                           |                                          |                                 |  
             |                                           |                                          |                                 |  
             |                                           |                 Al l  i t ems                |        Per cent age change        |  
             |         Ur ban ar ea                        |                                          |        compar ed wi t h            |  
             |                                           | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |                                           |              |              |              |                 |                |  
             |                                           |     Dec.      |     Nov.      |     Dec.      |     Nov.         |  Dec.           |  
             |                                           |     1998     |     1998     |     1997     |     1998        |  1997          |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             |  West er n Cape                             |     126, 9         126, 7         118, 6    |     +0, 2          +7, 0          |  
             |    Cape Peni nsul a                         |     129, 8         129, 8         120, 7    |      0, 0          +7, 5          |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                       |     126, 2         125, 8         118, 1    |     +0, 3          +6, 9          |  
             |                                           |                                          |                                 |  
             |  East er n Cape                             |     132, 2         131, 8         121, 4    |     +0, 3          +8, 9          |  
             |    Por t  El i zabet h/ Ui t enhage               |     129, 3         128, 9         119, 1    |     +0, 3          +8, 6          |  
             |    East  London                            |     133, 0         132, 4         121, 4    |     +0, 5          +9, 6          |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                       |     132, 2         131, 9         121, 6    |     +0, 2          +8, 7          |  
             |                                           |                                          |                                 |  
             |  Nor t her n Cape                            |     127, 7         127, 4         119, 4    |     +0, 2          +7, 0          |  
             |    Ki mber l ey                              |     133, 7         133, 8         122, 8    |     - 0, 1          +8, 9          |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                       |     126, 9         126, 5         118, 9    |     +0, 3          +6, 7          |  
             |                                           |                                          |                                 |  
             |  Fr ee St at e                               |     124, 6         124, 4         116, 3    |     +0, 2          +7, 1          |  
             |    Bl oemf ont ei n                           |     129, 3         129, 3         118, 6    |      0, 0          +9, 0          |  
             |    Fr ee St at e Gol df i el ds                  |     125, 3         125, 1         115, 8    |     +0, 2          +8, 2          |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                       |     124, 1         123, 9         116, 1    |     +0, 2          +6, 9          |  
             |                                           |                                          |                                 |  
             |  KwaZul u- Nat al                             |     127, 2         126, 5         118, 1    |     +0, 6          +7, 7          |  
             |    Dur ban/ Pi net own                        |     129, 7         128, 9         119, 8    |     +0, 6          +8, 3          |  
             |    Pi et er mar i t zbur g                       |     127, 3         126, 7         118, 2    |     +0, 5          +7, 7          |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                       |     125, 9         125, 3         117, 2    |     +0, 5          +7, 4          |  
             |                                           |                                          |                                 |  
             |  Nor t h West                                |     127, 5         126, 9         117, 3    |     +0, 5          +8, 7          |  
             |    Kl er ksdor p/ St i l f ont ei n/ Or kney          |     128, 1         128, 0         118, 5    |     +0, 1          +8, 1          |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                       |     127, 1         126, 4         116, 9    |     +0, 6          +8, 7          |  
             |                                           |                                          |                                 |  
             |  Gaut eng                                  |     129, 8         129, 4         119, 8    |     +0, 3          +8, 3          |  
             |    Pr et or i a/ Cent ur i on/ Akas i a              |     128, 0         127, 6         119, 3    |     +0, 3          +7, 3          |  
             |    Wi t wat er sr and                          |     130, 8         130, 5         120, 2    |     +0, 2          +8, 8          |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                       |     127, 9         127, 5         118, 6    |     +0, 3          +7, 8          |  
             |                                           |                                          |                                 |  
             |  Mpumal anga                               |     132, 5         132, 3         120, 9    |     +0, 2          +9, 6          |  
             |    Nel spr ui t / Wi t bank                       |     131, 4         130, 9         121, 4    |     +0, 4          +8, 2          |  
             |    Ot her  ur ban ar eas                       |     132, 6         132, 5         120, 8    |     +0, 1          +9, 8          |  
             |                                           |                                          |                                 |  
             |  Nor t her n Pr ovi nce                        |     127, 7         127, 1         118, 6    |     +0, 5          +7, 7          |  
             |   Pi et er sbur g                             |     129, 2         129, 2         120, 0    |      0, 0          +7, 7          |  
             |   Ot her  ur ban ar eas                       |     127, 6         127, 0         118, 6    |     +0, 5          +7, 6          |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Wei ght ed aver age -                         |                                          |                                 |  
             |  Met r o and ot her  ur ban ar eas               |     128, 5         128, 1         119, 1    |     +0, 3          +7, 9          |  
             | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - | - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - |  
             | Wei ght ed aver age -                         |                                          |                                 |  
             |  Met r opol i t an                             |     130, 1         129, 8         120, 1    |     +0, 2          +8, 3          |  


