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SUMMARY .

South Africa’s inflation rate for December
1989, as measured by the Consumer Price Index,
is 15,3%, which is 0,4 percentage points higher
than the rate of November 1989 (14,9%). The
monthly rate of increase-in the index (that is
December 1989 compared with- November 1589)
after seasonally adjustment is 1,9%. That is
the highest monthly seasonally adjusted in-
crease since May 1989 (2,0%). The annual rate
of increase in the indices for the lower,
middle arnd higher income groups for December
1989 compared with December 1988 are 15,0%,
14,9% and 15,7% respectively.

According to Table 2 a significant contribution
{aimest S0Z) to the monthly non-seasonally
adjusted percentage change of 1,3% in the index
were made by price increases in respect of . |

food. After the seasconally adjusted consumer: ?

price index in respect of food increased from
October 1989 to November 1989 with 2,0%, it
again increased sharply (namely with 2,6%) up
to December 1989. Since December 1988 (to De-
cember 1989) food prices increased with 14,77,
which is the highest apnual increase in this
index since September 1988 (15,0%). The per-
centage anrual increase in the food price index
is still lower than the corresponding inflation
rate, which has been the position since Decem—
ber 1988. Regarding the noted monthly food
price increases, relatively large monthly in-
creases occurred in the prices of vegetables
(8.2%), fruit and nuts (4,8%), coffee and cocoa
(3,6%), fats and oils (2,0%), meat (1,7%),
grain products (1,6%) and "other food" (2,7R).

Furthermore, there were also relatively large
monthly increases in the prices of personal
care (2,2%), furniture and equipment (2,0%),
housing (1,5%) and ¢lothing and footwear
(1,4%).

Of the various urban areas the Durban/Pinetown
area experienced the largest armnual increase in
the prices of consumer goods ‘and services
(17,2%), while the Pietermaritzburg area ex-
perienced the largest monthly increase {1,7X).
The jowest annual increase (14,0%) were expe-
rienced by both the Cape Pgninsula and Bloem-
fontein areas, while the latter area also
reflected the lowest monthly increase (1,0%).

The Consumer Price Index for pensioners shows
an anpnual percentage change of 13,3% for Decem-
ber 1989, This is 2 percentage points lower
than the inflation rate of 15,3% (for all in-
come groups) for December 1983. For pensioners
the highest annual price increases were
recorded in the Durban/Pinetown area (16,6%),
while the lowest annual increases were recorded
in the Cape Peninsula area (11,5%).

For the year 1585 the average inflation rate
was 14,7% against the rates for the preceding
three years, namely 12,9% for 1988, 16,1% for
1987 and 18,6% for 1986 (it was 16,27 for
1988).
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OPSOMMING

Suid-Afrika se inflasiekoers vir Desember
1989, soos gemeet aan die Verbruikersprysin-
deks, is 15,3%, wat 0,4 persentasiepunte hoér
is as die koers vir November 1989 (14,9%).
Die maandelikse toenamekoers in die indeks
(dit is Desember 1985 vergeleke met November
1889), nadat seisoenskommelinge uitgeskakel
ig, is 1,9%. D4t is die hoogste maandelikse
seiscensaangepaste toename sedert Mei 1589
(2,0%), Die jaarlikse toenamekoers in die in-
dekse van die Taer-, middei- en ho@rinkomste-
groep vir Desember 1989 is onderskeidelik
15,0%, 14,9% en 15,7%.

Voigens Tabel 2 word 'n beduidende bydrae
(bykans 50%) tot die maandelikse nie-seisocens-
aangepaste persentasieverandering van 1,3% in
die indeks, gelewer deur prysstygings ten op-
sigte van voedsel. Nadat die seisocensaange-
paste verbruikersprysindeks ten opsigte van
voedsel van Oktober 1989 tot November 1989
met 2,0% toegeneem het, het dit weer eens re-
delik skerp {te wete met 2,6%) gestyg na De-
sember 1989. Sedert Desember 1988 (tot Desem-
ber 1989) het voedselpryse met 14, 7% toege-
neem, wat die grootste jaarlikse toename in
hierdie indeks sedert September 1988 (15,0%)
is. Dié persentuele jaarlikse toename in die
voedselprysindeks is egter nog steeds laer as
die ooreenstemmgnde inflasiekoers, wat die po-
sisie sedert Desember 1988 is. Betrefferde
die gemoteerde maandelikse voedselprys-
stygings, het relatief groot stygings in die
pryse van groente (8,2%), vrugte en neute
(4,8%), koffie en kakao (3,6%), vette en
oties (2,0%), vleis (1,7%), graanprodukte
(1,6%) en "ander voedsel” {2,7%) veorgekom.

Verder was daar ook relatief groot maande—
likse toenames in die pryse van persoonlike
versorging (2,2%), meublement en toerusting
{2,0%), behuising (1,5%) en klerasie en skoei-
sel (1,4%).

Van die onderskeie stedelike gebiede het

die Durban/Pinetowngebied die grootste jaar-
Jikse teename in die pryse van verbruikersgoe-
dere en -dienste (17,2%) getoon, terwyl die
Pietermaritzburggebied die groctste maandelik-
se toename {1,7%) getoon het. Die laagste
jaarlikse toename {14,0%) het in beide Bloem-
fortein en die Kaapse Skiereiland voorgekom,
terwyl laasgencemde gebied ook die Jaagste
maandelikse toename (1,0%) getoon het.

Die Verbruikersprysindeks vir pensionarisse
toon vir Desember 1989 'n jaarlikse persenta-
sieverandering van 13,3%. Dit is 2 persenta-
siepunte laer as die inflasiekoers van 15,3%
{vir alle inkomstegroepe) vir Desember 1989.
In die geval van pensicnarisse het die hoog-
ste jaarlikse prysstygings in die Durban/Pine-
towngebied {16,6%) voorgekom, terwyl die
laagste jaarlikse toename in die Kaapse
Skiereiland (11,5%) voorgekom het.

Vir die jaar 1985 was die gemiddelde infla-
siekocers 14,7% teencor die koerse vir die
voorafgaande drie jare, naamlik 12,9% vir
1988, 16,1% vir 1987 en 18,6% vir 1986 (dit
was 16,2% vir 1985).



The increase from 1968 to 1989 in the
average annual rate for the lower, middle
and higher income groups is as follows:
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Die toename vanaf 1988 na 1989 4n die gemiddel-
de jaarkcerse vir die lzer—, middel- en hodrin-
komstegroepe is soos volg:

Income group Year - Jaar % chamge
Inkomstagroep X-verandering
1988 1989
Lower -~ Laar 12,7 12,9 1.6
Mid-le = Middel 12,7 13,9 9,4
Higher - Hoér 12,9 15,8 22,5

Furthermore the ave!'-age rate of increase for
food 1s 11,0% for 1989, whila the corres—
ponding rate for 1988 was 15,6%.

Relatively large averaga increases for 1589
(relative to 1988) wxurred in the prices of
transport (21,1%), medical care (21,5%), edu-
cation (19,6%), cigarettes (21,3%), alcoho-
Ji¢ drinks (20,9%), sugar {17,68) and per-
sonal care (15,9%).

Of the various urban areas, the largest ave-
rage annual price increase for 1989 occurred
in the Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage area, namely
15,72 whilst the smallest average annual
price increase of 12,9% cccurred in Kimber-
ley.

The Consumer Price Index for pensioners indi-
cates an inflation rate of 12,2% for 1589,
The relatively largest average annual price
increase for pensioners were recorded in the
Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage area (13,7%), while
the lowest price increase cccurred in the
Kimberley area {10,5%).

Verder is dia gemiddelde toenamekcers van voed-
sal vir die jaar 1989 11,0%, terwyl die coreen-
stommende koars vir 1988 15,6% beloop het.

Ralatiaef greot gemiddelda prysstygings wvir

1989 (relatief tot 1988) het voorgekom by ver-
voar (21,1%), mediese versorging (21,5%), op-
voading (19,6%), sigarette (21,3%), alkcholiese
drank (20,9%). suiker (17,6%) en persoonlike ver-
sorging (15,9%).

Van die verskillende stedalike gebiede het die
grooctste gemiddelde jaarlikse prysstyging vir
1589 voorgekom in die“Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage-
gebied, naamiik 15,7% terwyl die kleinsta ge-
middelde jaarlikse prysstyging van 12,9% in Kim-
berlay voorgakom het.

Die Verbruikersprysindeks vir pensionarisse

dui op 'n inflasiekcers van 12,2% vir 1983. In
die geval van pensicnarisse het die grootste ge—
middelde jaarlikse prysstyging vir 1989 voorge-
kom in dia Port Elizabeth/Uitenhagegebied
(13,7%), terwyl die laagste prysstygings in die
Kimberleygebied (10,52} voorgekom het.

~~ HEAD: © CENTRAL STATISTICAL SERVICE
HOOF: SENTRALE STATISTIEKDIENS



EXPLANATORY NOTES

1.

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

GENERAL 1.

Price information refers to the first 1.1
seven days of the relevant month.

The Comsumer Price Indices relating to 1.2
different urban areas as shown in Table 4

do not permit interurban comparison of

price levels or Tliving costs. The in-

dices do not indicate whether it +is more
expensive to live in one city than in

another. The indices indicate for each

urban area, independently of any of the

other urban areas, the price changes

which have taken place from time to time.

General sales tax (GST) is included in 1.3
general in the prices of all items on
which GST 1is applicabie,

A more corprehensive description of the 1.4
weighting system, seasonal adjustment,

price collection methodology, etc.,

appears in the Statistical News Release

"The Consumer Price Index" which was

published simultanecusly with the Con-

sumer Price Index for November 1987 on

22 December 1987.
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VERDUIDELIKENDE OPMERKINGS

ALGEMEEN

Alle prysinligting het betrekking op
die eerste sewe dae van die betrokke
maand.

Die Verbruikersprysindekse ten opsigte
van verskillende stedelike gebiede scos
weergegee in Tabel 4 laat nie tussenste-
delike vergeliyking van oryspeile of le-
wenskoste toe nie. Die indeks toon nie
of dit duurder is om in een stad as in
'n ander te woon nie; . Die indekse toon
vir elke stedelike gebied, onathanklik
van die ander stedelike gebiede, die
prysveranderings wat van tyd tot tyd
plaasgevind het.

Algemene - verkoopbelasting (AVB) is deur-
gaans ingesluit by die pryse van alle
items waarop AVB van toepassing is.

'n Meer omvattende beskrywing van die
beswaringstelsel, seisocensaanpassing,
prysinsamelingsmetodiek, ens. verskyn
in die Statistiese Nuusberig "Die Ver-
bruikersprysindeks"” wat saam met die
Verbruikersprysindeks van November 1987
op 22 Desember 1987 gepubliseer is.
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX VERBRUIKERSPRYSINDEKS
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MONTHLY CHANGE MAANDELIKSE VERANDERING
SEASONALY ADJUSTED SEISOENSAANGEPAS
PER CENT PERSENT
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TABLE 1 INCOME GROUP INDICES AND TABEL 1 INKOMSTEGROEPINDEKSE EN
PERCENTAGE CHANGE PERSENTASIEVERANDERING
BASE - BASIS: 1985 = 100
Change compared with -
Dec. Dec. Verandering vergeleke met -
Des. Nowv. Des.
1989 1988 1988 Dec. /Des.
Nov. 1889 1988
Seasonally ad-
Actual | justed Actual
Werklik |Seisoensaangepas| kerklik
Lower income group
Laerinkomstegroep 189, 3 186.4 164,6 +1,6 +1,6 +15,0
Middle income group
Midde)inkomstegroep 188,9 86,4 64,4 +1,3 +1,6 +14,9
Higher income group
Ho#rinkomstegroep 189,9 187,6 164,1 +1,2 +1,4 +15,7
A1l income groups
Atle inkomstegroepe 189,4 187,0 164,2 +1,3 +1,9 +15,3
Food only
Slegs voedsel 204,9 199,8 178,7 +2,6 +2,6 +14,7
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TABLE 2 EFFECT OF PRICE CHANGES ON TABEL 2 UITWERKING VAN PRYSVERANDERINGS
THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX - 0P DIE VERBRUIKERSPRYSINDEKS -
ALL INCOME GROUPS ALLE INKOMSTEGROEPE
Contribution
Bydrae
Food Voedse]
Grain products +0,1 Graanprodukte
Meat +0,1 Vieis
Fruit and nuts +0,1 Vrugte en neute
Vegetables +0,2 Groente
Other +0,1 Ander
Clothing and footwear +0,1 Klerasie en skoeisel
Housing +0,3 Behuising
Furniture and eguipment +0,1 Meublement en toerusting
Personal care +0,1 Perscenlike versorging
Other +0,1 Ander
+1,3
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TABLE 4 URBAN AREAS INDICES TABEL 4 STEDELIKE GEBIEDSINDEKSE

BASE: EACH AREA COMPARED WITH ITSELF IN 1985 = 100
BASIS: ELKE GEBIED VERGELEKE MET SIGSELF IN 1885 = 100

Percentage change
A1l items compared with -
Alie items Persentasieveran-
Urban area dering vergeleke
Stedelike gebied met -
Dec./Des.| Now. Dec./Des.| Nov. Dec. /Des.
1989 1989 1988 1989 1988
1. Cape Peminsula - Kaapse Skiereiland .. 187,0 185,1 164, 1 +1,0 +14,0
2. Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage ............. 193,1 190,7 166,3 +1,3 +16, 1
3. East iondon - Qos-tonden ............. 184,8 182,7 160,68 +1,1 +15,1
4, Kimberley ..ccieiiercnnccrannnieacaaes 182,0 179,5 158,4 +1,4 +14,2
5. Pietermaritzburg civervesseriinsaveens 187,.3 184,1 160,5 +1,7 +16,7
6. Durban/Pinetown ...eevevsersciessarees 182,6 179,9 155,8 +1,5 +17,2
7. Pretoria/Verwoerdburg/Akasia ......... 197,6  195,1 172,6 +1,3 +14,5
B, MWitwatersrand .covsissrsssssarrrnssss 191,1 188,6 165,1 +1,3 +15,7
9. K'lerksdorp/Stﬂfontem/Orkney ........ 199,1 196,48 173,9 +1,4 +14,5
10 Vaal Triangle - Vaaldriehoek ......... 186,2 183,9 161,3 +1,3 +15,4
. OFS Goldfields - OWS-goudvelde ....... 189,7 187,4 165,6 +1,2 +14,6
'|2. Bloemfontein ..... rearenaeresenrnarna 174,4 17,8 153,0 +1,5 +14,0
Weighted average of the twelve areas - Be-
swaarde gemiddelde van die twaalf gebiede 189, 4 187,0 164,2 +1,3 +15,3
A1l dtems, excluding Food only
housing - Alle items, Slegs voedsel
uvitgesonderd behuising
Urban area
Stedelike gebied Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec.
Des. Now . Des. Des. Nowv. Des.
1589 1989 1988 1988 1985 1988
1. Cape Peninsula - Kaspse_Skiereiland .. 190,5 188,7 165,9 208,2 205,8 185,3
2. Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage ......ovevss. 201,5 199,2 172,2 210,4 205,2 1851
3. East London - Oos-Londen ....c..evvs.- 188,8 186,8 163,0 183,0 179,1 159,2
4, Kimberley .veercrssrascnsornsrsaerarns 188,5 185,9 164,8 198,4 193,5 170,9
5. Pietermaritzburg ..ccieecorsnveacncnes 193,7 190,4 164,5 213,4 205,7 178,7
6. Durban/Pinetown ...ccevesemssnivecccne. 190,3 187,6 161,5 203,5 196,8 171,4
7. Pretoria/Verwoerdburg/Akasia ,........ 204,7 202,3 178,6 215,9 208,8 187,3
B. Witwatersrand ....cciveerncnncinccians 197,3 94,8 169,3 201,3 196,1 175,89
9. Klerksdorp/Stilfontein/Orkney ........ 205,11  202,4 178,5 229,.8 223,2 202,4
10 Vaal Triangle - Vanldriehosk ...... Vs 92,2 189,% 1€5,5 196,2 191,99 169,11
. OFS Goldfields - OVS-goudvelde ....... 195,6 193,3 169,9 218,8 14,0 188,8
‘|2. Bloemfortein ivevrsevasctoccsnnnninas 176,5 174,2 155,3 192,6 186,5 169,3
Weighted average of the twelve areas - Be-
swaarde gemiddelde van die twaalf gebiede 195,4  193,0 168,4 204,9 199,8 178,7
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