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SUMMARY

South Africa's inflation rate for April

1989, as measured by the Consumer Price
Index (CPI), 14s 14,0% which is 0,2 percen-

tage points higher than the rate of 13,8%
for March 1989, The annual rate of in-
crease 1in the indices for the lower, middle
and higher income groups for April 1989
compared with April 1988 are 11,9%, 13,2%
and 15,2% respectively.

The monthly rate of increase, after having
eliminated seasonal variations (that is
April 1989 compared with March 1989), is
1,3%. Since  January the seasonally
adjusted CPI, calculated at an annual rate,
reflected an increase of 14,9%.

According to Table 2 the largest contribu-
tions to the monthly non-seasonally adjus-
ted percentage change of 1,3% were made by
the price increases in respect of clothing
and footwear, transport, reading matter,
non-alcoholic beverages and alcoholic beve-
rages {together these items explain approxi-
mately 70% of this percentage change).

It is especially noticeable that food
prices on average remained unchanged since
the previous month (March 1989, in other
words the food price increases that oc-
curred were almost cancelled out by the de-
creases in the prices of other food items),
while at the same time a year ago the
prices of food soared. It Teads to the
fact that the percentage change in the food
price index for April 1989 compared with
April 1988 1is only 7,8%, which is the
lowest annual increase of this index since
October 1976 (when it was 6,3%). More spe-
cifically the price changes for the respec-
tive catagories of food for April 1989 com-
pared with April 1888 (a year ago) and
April 1984 (5 years ago) are shown in the
following tabte:
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OPSOMMING
inflasiekoers

Suid-Afrika se vir April

1989, soos gemeet aan die Verbruikers-
prysindeks, 1s 14,0% wat 0,2 persenta-
siepunte hoér is as die koers van 13,8%

vir Maart 1989, Die jaarlikse toename-
koers 1in die indekse van die laer-, mid-
del- en hoérinkomstegroep vir April 1989
vergeleke met April 1988 is onderskeide-
1ik 11,9%, 13,2% en 15,2%.

Die maandelikse koers van toename nadat
seisoenskommelinge uitgeskakel dis (dit
is April 1989 vergeleke met Maart 1989),
is 1,3%. Sedert Januarie toon die sei-
soensaangepaste VPI, teen 'n jaarkoers
bereken, 'n koers van 14,9%.

Tabel 2 word die grootste by-
draes tot die maandelikse nie-seisoens-
aangepaste persentasieverandering van
1,3% gelewer deur die prysstygings ten
opsigte van klerasie en skoeisel, ver-
voer, Teesstof, nie-alkohcliese en
alkoholiese drank (dit verklaar gesament-
1ik ongeveer 70% van hierdie persentasie-
verandering).

Volgens

Wat veral opval is dat voedselpryse se-
dert die vorige maand (Maart 198G) ge-
middeld feitlik onveranderd gebly het,
(met ander woorde, die voedselpryssty-
gings wat voorgekom het is as't ware
amper uitgekanselleer deur dalings in
die pryse van ander voedselitems}, ter-
wyl dit gedurende dieselfde tyd 'n jaar
gelede die hoogte ingeskiet het. Dit
tei daartoe dat die persentasieverande-

ring in die voedselprysindeks vir April
1989 vergeleke met April 1988 slegs 7,8%

was, wat sedert Oktober 1976 (toe dit
6,3% was) die laagste jaarlikse styging
in hierdie indeks dis. Meer spesifiek
word die prysstygings vir die onderskeie
voedse lkategorieé vir April 1989
vergeleke met April 1988 ('n jaar
gelede) en April 1984 (5 jaar gelede) in
die onderstaande tabel getoon:
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Change compared with -
Verandering vergeleke met -
Compound change
per annum (for
the past 5 years)/
April 1988 | April 1984 |Saamgestelde ver-
andering per jaar
(vir afgelope 5
Jjaar)
Food 7.8% 106,1% 15,6% Voedsel
Grain products g,8% 87,6% 13,4% Graanprodukte
Meat 10,1% 145,0% 19,6% Vieis
Fish and other 5,8% 127,5% 17,9% Vis en ander
seafood seekos
Milk, cheese and 11,7% 95,8% 14,4% Melk, kaas en
eggs eiers
Fats and oils 2,0% 47 ,0% 8,0% Vette en olies
Fruit and nuts 10,1% 51,6% 8,7% Vrugte en neute
Vegetables -13,4% 45 4% 7,8% Groente
Sugar 16,3% 141,6% 19,3% Suiker
Coffee, tea and 12,9% 130,7% 18,2% Koffie, tee en
cocoa kakao
Cther 13,6% 122,5% 17,3% Ander
Although food prices in general have more Hoewel voedselpryse oor die afgelope vyf

than
some

doubled during the past five years,
specific catagories also show reaso-
nable increases during the past year (ex-
cept vegetables which were substantially
cheaper in April than a year ago). These
annual  increases are, however, ‘“scaled
down" for certain food items by the price
decreases which were recorded during the
past month for these items (which is re-
ferred to below). The annual percentage in-

crease in the total food index is exceptio-
nally low at the moment (7,8% since Apri)
last year), especially because the index
value has remained approximately unchanged

during the past month
decreases in prices,

as a result of the
while this index in-

creased from March to April 1988 (a year
ago) by almost 3% (therefore the annual
percentage  change under discussion, de-

creased from

10,8%
present 7,8%}).

for March 1989 to the

Relatively 1large monthly increases occurred
in the prices of milk, cheese and eqggs
(1,3%), sugar (3,0%) and other foodstuffs
(3,1%), while a decrease in the prices of
meat (-0,4%), fish and other seafood
(-3,2%), fruit and nuts (-0,7%) and
vegetables (-2,6%) were recorded. (A year

jaar oor die algemeen meer as verdubbel
het, toon bepaalde kategorie& ook
redelike stygings oor die afgelope jaar
{buiten dat groente in April aansienlik
goedkoper as 'n  jaar gelede was).
Hierdie  jaarstygings word egter by
verskeie voedselitems “afgeskaal" deur
die prysverlagings wat die afgelope
maand by hierdie items genoteer is
(waarna hieronder verwys word). Die
jaarlikse persentasietoename in die
totale voedselindeks 1is tans besonder
laag (7,8% sedert April verlede jaar),
Juis omrede die dindekswaarde as gevolg
van die prysverlagings benaderd
onveranderd gebly het oor die afgelope

maand, terwyl hierdie indeks van Maart
tot April 1988 ('n jaar gelede) met by-
kans 3% toegeneem het (daarom daal die

onderhawige jaarlikse persentasieverande-
ring van 10,8% vir Maart 1989 tot die
huidige 7,8%).

Relatief groot maandelikse stygings het
in die pryse van melk, kaas en eiers

(1,3%), suiker (3,0%) en ander voedsel-
soorte (3,1%) voorgekom, terwyl ‘n da-
ling in die pryse van vleis (-0,4%), vis

en ander seekos (-3,2%), vrugte en neute
(-0,7%) en groente (-2,6%) aangeteken



ago price decreases were only recorded for
grain products while meat, fish and other
seafood, vegetables and sugar were subject
to substantial price increases.)

Furthermore, there were large monthly in-
creases in the prices of non-alcoholic
beverages (9,4%), alcoholic beverages
(3,0%), cigarettes, cigars and tobacco
(3,5%), clothing and footwear (3,2%),

household operation (2,6%), communication
(6,2%) and reading matter (18,1%).

Of the various urban areas the OFS Gold-
fields area experienced the largest monthly
increase, namely 2,0%, while the largest
annual rate of increase, namely 15,8%, was
recorded for the Pretoria/ Verwoerdburg/
Akasia area.

The Consumer Price Index for pensioners for
April 1989 dindicates an annual increase of
11,2%. This is 2,8 percentage points lower
than the inflation rate of 14,0% based on
the all income groups index. In the case
of pensioners the largest annual price in-
creases are recorded in the Port Elizabeth/
Uitenhage area, namely 13,3%, while the
Towest price increases (9,4%) occurred in
the Kimberley area.
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is. ('n Jaar gelede is slegs ten opsigte
van graanprodukte 'n prysdaling geno-
teer, terwyl vleis, vis en ander seekos,
groente en suiker aan aansienlike prys-
verhogings onderworpe was.)

Verder het groot maandelikse toenames
voorgekom in die pryse van nie-alkoholie-

se drank (9,4%), alkoholiese drank
{3,0%), sigarette, sigare en tabak
(3,5%), klerasie en skoeisel (3,2%), lo-
pende huishouding (2,6%), kommunikasie

(6,2%) en leesstof (18,1%).

Van die verskillende stedelike gebiede
het die QVS-goudvelde die grootste maan-

delikse styging getoon, naamlik 2,0%,
terwyl die grootste Jjaarliikse toename-
koers van 15,8% aangeteken is vir die

Pretoria/Verwoerdburg/Akasiagebied.

Die Verbruikersprysindeks vir pensiona-
risse toon vir April 1989 'n jaarlikse
persentasieverandering van 11,2%. Dit
is 2,8 persentasiepunte laer as die in-
flasiekoers van 14% gebaseer op die alle
inkomstegroepe-indeks. In die geval van
pensionarisse word die grootste jaarlik-
se prysstygings in die Port Elizabeth/
Uitenhagegebied genoteer, naamlik 13,3%,
terwyl die laagste prysstygings (9,4%)
in die Kimberleygebied voorgekom het.



EXPIANATORY NOTES

1.
1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

GENERAL

Price information refers to the
first seven days of the relevant
month.

The Consumer Price Indices rela-
ting to different urban areas
(table 4) do not permit inter-
urban comparison of price levels
or living costs. They do not in-
dicate whether it is more expen-
sive to Yive in one city than in
another.  They indicate for each
urban area, independently of any
of the other urban areas, the
price changes which have taken
place from time to time.

General sales tax (GST) is inclu-
ded throughout in the prices of
all items on which GST is appli-
cable.

A more comprehensive description
of the weighting system, seaso-
nal adjustment, price collection
methodoiogy, etc., appears in
the Statistical News Release
"The Consumer Price Index" which
was published simultaneously
with the Consumer Price Index
{857 November 1987 on 22 December

1

]
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VERDUIDELIKENDE (OPMERKTNGS

1.
1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

ALGEMEEN

Alle prysinligting het betrekking
op die eerste sewe dae van die be-
trokke maand.

Die Verbruikersprysindekse ten op-
sigte van verskillende stedelike
gebiede soos weergegee in tabel 4
laat nie tussenstedelike vergely-
king van pryspeile of lewenskoste
toe nie. Die indeks toon nie of
dit duurder s om in een stad as
in 'n ander te woon nie. Die in-
dekse toon vir elke stedelike ge-~
bied, onafhanklik van die ander
stedelike gebiede, die prysveran-
derings wat van tyd tot tyd plaas-
gevind het.

Algemene  verkoopbelasting (AVB)
is deurgaans ingesluit by die pry-
se van alle items waarop AVB van
toepassing is.

'n Meer omvattende beskrywing van
die beswaringstelsel, seisoensaan-
passing, prysinsamelingsmetodiek,
ens., verskyn in die Statistiese
Nuusberig "Die Verbruikersprys-
indeks" wat saam met die Verbrui-
kersprysindeks van HNovember 1987
op 22 Desember 1987 gepubliseer
is.
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX VERBRUIKERSPRYSINDEKS
ANNUAL CHANGE JAARLIKSE VERANDERING
PER CENT PERSENT
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MONTHLY CHANGE MAANDELIKSE VERANDERING
SEASONALY ADJUSTED SEISOENSAANGEPAS
PER CENT PERSENT
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TABLE 1 INCOME GROUP INDICES AND TABEL 1 INKOMSTEGROEPINDEKSE EN
PERCENTAGE CHANGE PERSENTASIEVERANDERING
BASE - BASIS: 1985 = 100
Change compared with -
Mar. Verandering vergeleke met -
Apr. Mrt. Apr.
1989 1989 1988 Mar. Apr.
Mrt. 1989 1988
Seasonal-
Actual |ly ad- Actual
Werklik |justed Werk1ik
' Seisoens-
aangepas
Lower income group
Laerinkomstegroep 172,2 169,5 153,9 +1,6 1,0 +11,9
Middle income group
Middelinkomstegroep 172,9 170,5 152.8 + 1,4 1,2 +13,2
Higher income group
HoErinkomstegroep 173,9 171.,8 150,9 +1,2 1,5 +15,2
A1l income groups
Alle inkomstegroepe 173,1 170.9 151,9 +1,3 1,3 +14,0
Food only
Slegs voedsel 182,8 182,6 169,6 + 0,1 0,1 +7,8
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TABLE 2 EFFECT OF PRICE CHANGES ON TABEL 2 UITWERKING VAN PRYSVERANDERINGS
THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX - 0P DIE VERBRUIKERSPRYSINDEKS -
ALL INCOME GROUPS ALLE INKOMSTEGROEPE
Contribution
Bydrae
Non-alcoholic and alcohlic + 0,2 Nie-alkoholiese en alkoholiese
beverages drank
Clothing and footwear + 0,2 Klerasie en skoeisel
Housing + 0,1 Behuising
Household operation + 0,1 Lopende huishouding
Transport + 0,3 Vervoer
Communication + 0,1 Kommunikasie
Reading matter +0,2 Leesstof
Other +0,1 Ander
+1,3
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TABLE 4 URBAN AREAS INDICES

P0141.1
TABEL 4 STEDELIKE GEBIEDSINDEKSE

BASE: EACH AREA COMPARED WITH ITSELF IN 1985 = 100
BASIS: ELKE GEBIED VERGELEKE MET SIGSELF IN 1985 = 100
Percentage change
A1l items compared with -
Alle items Persentasieveran-
Urban area dering vergeleke
Stedelike gebied met -
Mar. Mar.
Apr. Mrt. Apr. Mrt. Apr.
1989 1989 1988 1989 1988
1. Cape Peninsula - Kaapse 172,9 170,8 151,7 +1,2 +14,0
Skiereiland .........o..n.
2. Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage .. 177,1 173,9 153,5 +1,8 +15,4
3. East London - Oos-Londen .. 168,6 166,7 148,3 + 1,1 +13,7
4. Kimberley ....evvvvennnnen. 167,2 165,2 148,8 +1,2 +12,4
5. Pietermaritzburg .......... 169,8 167,1 148,9 + 1,6 +14,0
6. Durban/Pinetown ........... 164,5 - 162,0 145,1 +1,5 +13,4
7. Pretoria/Verwoerdburg/Akasia| 182,6 180,1 157,7 +1,4 +15,8
8. Witwatersrand +vvvevencnen- 173,9 171,8 152,9 +1,2 +13,7
9. Klerksdorp/Stilfontein/ 182,4 179,7 160,0 +1,5 +14,0
Orkney .vevirecnencnnennns
10. vaal Triangle - Vaaldriehoek| 170,5 168,3 150,0 +1,3 +13,7
11. OFS Goldfields - 0OVS-goud- 174,3 170,9 154,6 + 2,0 +12,7
velde o.viiiinniinennnans
12. Bloemfontein ...ccovvvvnnans 159,9 157,9 142,3 + 1,3 +12,4
Weighted average of the twelve
areas - Beswaarde gemiddelde van| 173,1 170,9 151,9 + 1,3 +14,0
die twaalf gebiede -
A1l items, excluding Food only
housing - Alle items, Slegs voedsel
uitgesonderd behuising
Urban area
Stedelike gebied Mar. Mar.
Apr. Mrt. Apr. Apr. Mrt. Apr.
1989 1989 1988 1989 1989 1988
1. Cape Peninsula - Kaapse 175,8 173,4 153,0 190,2 190,9 171.8
Skiereiland ..............
2. Port Elizabeth/Uitenhage .. 184,4 180,6 158,8 191,4 187,2 173,2
3. East London - Oos-Londen .. 172,1 169,8 151,0 161,1 160,8 151,1
4, Kimberley ....oviiiiiannn 173,5 171,1 153,8 176,6 176,1 162,2
5, Pietermaritzburg .......... 174.,8 171,7 153,7 185,1 183,6 169,0
6. Durban/Pinetown ........... 171,0 168,2 145,1 175,7 174,2 162,0
7. Pretoria/Verwoerdburg/Akasia| 189,7 186,8 157,7 194,2 193,44 177.,2
8. Witwatersrand ...vevvenveen 178,8 176,4 157,7 178,2 178,8 169,3
9. Klerksdorp/Stilfontein/ 187,6 184,7 164,34 208,2 206,6 186.,4
Orkney +ovverieerennnnenas
10. Vaal Triangle - Vaaldriehoek| 175,7 173,3 153,8 175,88 176,3 161,7
11. OFS goldfie1ds - QOVS-goud- 179,3 175,4 158,3 197,0 194,0 178,2
velde .ovvivireiionenncnas
12. Bloemfontein .........cuus, 162,6 160,3 145,6 172,8 172,2 160,4
Weighted average of the twelve
areas - Beswaarde gemiddelde van 178,3 175,6 156,2 182,8 182,6 169,6
die twaalf gebiede
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