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citizens of the country, the private sector and . 3
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successful statistical system, Without continued

co-operation and goodwill, the timely release of

relevant and reliable official statistics will not be

possible.

Stats SA publishes approximately four hundred
different releases each year. It is not
economically viable to produce them in more
than one of South Africa’s eleven official
languages. Since the releases are used
extensively, not only locafly, but also by
international economic and social-scientific
communities, Stats SA releases are published in
Enalish only.

Private Bag X44 « 000! Pretoria » South Africa ® Steyn's Building ¢ Steyn's Arcade = 274 Schoeman Street « Pretoria
Users enquiries Tel: +27(12) 3108600 + Fax: +27(12) 310 8500 .

€-mail address: info@statssa.pwv.govza + Website: http.//www.statssa.gov.za

Stats SA



Published by
Statistics South Africa
Private Bag X44
Pretoria

0001

© Copyright,1998

Users may apply or process this data, provided Statistics South Africa is acknowledged as the original source of the
data; that it is specified that the application and/or analysis is the result of the user's independent processing of the
data; and that neither the basic data nor any reprocessed version or application therecf may be sold or offered for sale
in any form whatsoever.

CONTENTS

KEY FINDINGS 1
GRAPHS _

1. Civil summonses issued : 1
2. Civil judgements for debt ' 3
EXPLANATORY NOTES : 2
SUMMARY TABLE 2
TABLES

1. Number of civil cases recorded and summonses for debt issued 4
2. Number of civil cases recorded in selected magistrates’ offices 5
3. Civil default and consent judgement for debt - 6
SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

NOT.S

TABLE

4. Small claims courts, litigants referred, summonses issued and hearings 7

A complete set of Stats SA publications is available in the
Stats SA Library, and in the following public libraries:

State Library, Pretoria

South African Library, Cape Town
Natal Society Library, Pietermaritzburg
Library of Parliament, Cape Town
Bloemfontein Public Library
Johannesburg Public Library

Private Bag X44 « Q0O0I Pretoria * South Africa ® Steyn's Building « Steyn's Arcade * 274 Schoeman Street « Pretoria
Users enquiries Tel: +27(12)310 8600 + Fax: +27(2) 3108500

€-mail address: info@statssa.pwv.goviza * Website: http//www.statssa.gov.za




PQ041
CIVIL SUMMONSES FOR DEBT DECREASE WHILE CIVIL JUDGEMENTS FOR DEBT INCREASE

The total number of civil summonses for debt recorded for the third quarter of 1998 decreased by 7.3% after
seasonal adjustment compared with the second quarter of 1998 and was 3,5% lower than the third quarter of 1997.
The total number of civil judgements for debt increased by 24,2% after seasonal adjustment compared with the
second quarter of 1998 and was 26,0% higher than the third guarter of 1997,

The decrease of 7,3% in civil summonses for debt can mainly be anributed to fewer civil summonses issued in respect
of “other services” (-24,4%) and goods sold on open account (-3,0%). During September 1998, 30,1% or 37 678 of the
total summonses for debt issued were for summonses relating to “other services” and 17,3% or 21 634 were regarding
money lent.

During September 1998, 83 073 civil judgements for debt were issued which involved R557,4 million. The major
contributors to the R557,4 million were civil judgements for debt relating to money lent (R236,2 million). followed by
promissory notes, bills, R/D cheques, credit cards and other acknowledgements of debt (R53,0 million) and goods sold
on open account (R46,4 million).
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! | Number | Percentage change |
| Pariod | mmm=itamrommmmmme——emm— o mwe oo om oo l---.'--—_-----_---.--. ............ |
| }  Summonses for  |Civil judg ts|s ses for| Civil judge- |
| | debt {for debt |debt | mants for debt |
| memmw——————————— | - -— e mmmm R ————————————— - --]‘
i i |
| Actual figures: | |
f |

| Jul. 1998 - Sapt.1998 | 72 938 256 €78 -3,8 +26,0 i
| Jul. 1997 - Sept.1997 1 386 473 203 754 ‘
i : l

[ Seasonally adjustecd figures: i }
| i

i Jul. 1998 - Sapt.1998 | 359 657 240 276 . -7,3 +24,2 |
1 Apr. 1998 - Jun. 1998 | 387 928 193 368 . |I

i

EXPLANATORY NOTES
The particulars refer to all civil cases for debt recorded by Magistrates’ Offices.

Except for cases recorded, all other information relates 10 debt cases only, i.e. claims for damages, ejectment orders and
other non-debt cases are exciuded.

Default a..d consent judgements relate to judgements giver in respect of undefended debt cases only.

COMPARABILITY

The jurisdiction limit for civil cases handled by Magistrates’ Offices (R20 000 for liquid assets and R50 000 for non-

liquid assets) was increased to R100 000 as from 1 May 1995. A comparison with the period prior to May 1995 must
thus be handled with circumspection.

SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

Statistics in respect of small claims courts are updated annually.
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SMALL CLAIMS COURTS
NOTES

Small claims courts serve as a forum for the adjudication of money claims against individuals or firms. It is for use by
the general public only and not for business enterprises.

Up to 30 September 1995 the following actions were excluded from the jurisdiction of small claims courts:

- Ciaims exceeding R2 000 in value;

- claims against the state;

- claims based on cession or the transfer of rights;

- claims for damages in respect of defamation, malicious prasecution, wrongful imprisonment, wrongful arrest,
seduction and breach of promise to marry;

- claims for the dissolution of a marriage;

- claims concerning the validity of a will;

- claims concerning the status of a person in respect of his mental capacity; and

- claims in which the performance in accordance with a contract is sought, without an alternative claim for payment of
damages, except in the case of a claim for rendering an account or transferring movable or immovable property not
exceeding R2 000 in value.

As from 1 October 1995 the jurisdiction limit of R2 000 was raised 1o R3 000.

COMPARABILITY

The information in respect of magistrates’ courts shown in this statistical release refers 1o debt cases only and is
therefore not strictly cornparable with the information shown for the small claims courts.

CONCEPTS

"Courts" relate 1o the total number of small claims courts at the end of the months as indicated. "Litigants referred"
relates to the number of persons {plaintiffs) referred 10 i< 2al assistants by clerks of the small claims court.

TABLE 4 - SMALL CLAIMS COURTS, LITIGANTS REFERRED, SUMMONSES ISSUED AND HEARINGS
ltem 1997 1996 J 1995 1994 L 1993 T 1992 { 1991 L 1990
Number
Courts 143 120 113 111 109 106 103 92
Litigants referred 134231 21230 | 20154 | 20101 19 502 18 906 16857 | 16474
Summonses issued | 25417 | 27463 | 24905 | 25112 24929 | 24942 19520 | 16551
Hearings 26622 27690 | 25746 | 25356 23953 | 23421 17814 | 15540
Source: Department of Justice




