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P0041
CIVIL CASES FOR DEBT INCREASE

The total number of civil swmmonses for debt for the three months up to October 1996 shows an increase of 6,8% after
seasonal adjustment compared with the previous three months. le default and consent judgements for debt increased
by 6,6% after seasonal adjustment. “
The increase of 6,8% in civil summonses for debt can mainly be annbuwd to more civil summonses issued in respect of goods
sold on an open account (+2,8%), money lent (+17,4%) and non-pmfessmnai services (+3,0%). The largest contributors to the
increase of 6,0% m civil judgements for debt were civil judgements regardmg goods sold on an open account and money lent -
with increases of 9,6% (+3 274) and 27,4% (+5 430) respecuvelyf

A total of 132 425 summonses for debt were lssuedmOctober 1996 fOfthesc 19,3% were in respect of goods sold on an open
account and 13,2% and 31,1% were in respect of professional anq non-professional services respectively.

i | Number 1 Percantage changa |
| Period === 0Jeeresemc et e A e e e - !
I | Summonses for (Civil judpements|Summonses for| Civil judge- 1
t | debt |for debt {dabt : | ments for debt
e L T LT T et el et S PRSPPSO U E PR U
! : ! !
{ Actua) figures: ] | i
| f i
| . Aug. 18996 - QOct. 19886 ] 351 614 165 744 +13 .1 +17 .1 I/
H Augg. 1995 - Oct. 1985 | 310 776 149 12t :
| |

.| Seayonatlly sdjusted Figuras: | i
! | |
H Aug,. 1986 - Oct. 1896 i 3424 182 157 BB2 +6.8 +6,0 f
| May 1996 - Jul. 1998 1 322 156 148 984 :.
! I
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Dr F M Orkin
Head: Central Statistical Service

ENOUIRIES:

al. {012} 310-8095/310-8040

{012) 310-8351/310-8390

{012} 310-8109% (technical enquiries)
Private Bag X44, Pretoria, 0001
Fax: 310-8183  310-8501
E-mail: info @ css,pwv.gov.za
Internet: http://www.css.gov.za
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NOTES
The particulars refer to al} civil cases for debt recorded by Magistrate's Offices.

Except for cases recorded, all other information relates to debt cases only, i.. claims for damages, ejectment orders and other
non-debt cases are excluded.

Default and consent judgements relate to judgements given in respect of undefended debt cases only.

COMPARABILITY

‘The jurisdiction limit for civil cases handled by magistrate offices (R20 000 for liquid assets and R50 000 for non liquid assets}
was increased to R100 000 as from 1 May 1995. A comparison with the period prior to May 1995 must thus be handled with
circumspection.

SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

Statistics in respect of small claims courts are updated annually.
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SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

NOTES

Small claims courts serve as a forum for the adjudication of money, claims of not more than R2 000 against individuals or firms.
Tt is for use by the general public only and not for business enterprises. ’

The following actions are excluded from the jurisdiction of the small claims court:

COMPARABILITY .

Claims exoeeding R2 000 in value.
Claims against the state.
Claims based on cession or the transfer of rights.

Claims for damages in respect of defamation, malicious présecution, wrongful imprisonment, wrongful arrest, seduction
and breach of promise to marry. i
Claims for the dissolution of & marriage. /
Claims concerning the validity of a will. ‘

Claims concerning the status of a person in respect of his mental capacity. _ _ _

Claims in which the performance in eccordance with a contract is sought, without an altérnative claim for payment of
damages, except in the case of a claim for rendering an account or transferring movable or immovable property not
exceeding R2 000 in value. ! :

The information in respect of magisirates courts shown in thisistatistical release refers to debt cases only and is therefore not
strictly comparable with the information shown for the smail claims courts.

CONCEPTS

“Courts” refate to the total number of small claims courts at thej end of the months as indicated. “Litigants referred” relates to
the number of persons (plaintiffs) referred to legal assistants by clerks of the small claims court.

TABLE 1 - SMALL CLAIMS COURTS, LITIGANTS REFERRED, SUMMONSES ISSUED AND }[EARINGS

1995 l 1994 T 1993 T 1992 J 1991 l 1990 1989
Item -
| - Number
Courts . 13 1 . 109 106 103 92 68
Litigants referred 20 154 20 101 19 502 18 906 16 857 16 474 16 391
Summonses issued 24 905 25 112 24 929 24 942 19 520 16 8§51 15 660
Hearings 25 746 25 356 23 953 23 421 17 814 15 540 14 292

Source: Department of Justice ' w



