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for a successful statistical system. Without
continued co-operation and goodwill, the timely
release of relevant and reliable official statistics
will not be possible.

Stats SA publishes approximately three hundred
different releases each year. It is not
economically viable to produce them in more
than one of South Africa’s eleven official
languages. Since the releases are used
extensively, not only locally, but aiso by
international economic and social-scientific
communities, Stats SA releases are published in
English only.
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Key figures for the month ended May 2000
Actual estimates % change % change % change
between between between
May May 1999 March 1999 to January 1999 to
2000 and May 1999 May 1999
May 2000 and and
March 2000 to January 2000 to
| May 2000 May 2000
\
Number of civil ‘
summonses for debt 148 834 +72 | -3,5 -1,7
Number of civil ‘
judgements for debt 98 148 +18,9 +5,8 +12,7
Value of civit !
judgements for debt |
(R million) 6274 -123 -11,8 -12,2
Seasonally % change % change:
adiusted ‘ between | between
-]_ May April 2000 } December 1999 to
estimates 2000 and February 2000
May 2000 | “and
‘ March 20090 to
! May 2000
| :
Number of civil ‘
summonses for debt 142 371 +32,5 -4,4
|
\
Number of civil 1
judgements for debt 92 888 +330 +5,0
Value of civil
judgements for debt |
(R million) 608,1 +58 | +2,8

Key findings for the month ended May 20?0

. \
The total number of civil summonses for debt issuéd lower than a year ago

The rotal number of civil summonses for debt Ls'sued Jor the three months up to May 2000
decreased by 3,5% {(from 409 356 to 394 936) compared with the corresponding period of 1999.
Furthermore, the total number of civil summonses for debt recorded for the three months up to
May 2000, after seasonal adjusiment, decreased by 4,4% compared with the previous three
months.

The major contributors to the decrease of 3,5% in civil summonses for debt issued were civil
summonses issued in respect of promissory notes (-1,7 percentage points), “other services”
(-1,3 percentage points) and money lent (-0,3 of a percentage point).
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The total number of civil judgements for debt recorded higher than a year ago

The total number of civil judgements Jor debt recorded for the three months up to May 2000
increased by 5,8% (from 239 457 to 253 444) compared with the corresponding period of 1999.
Furthermore, the total number of civil judgements for debt recorded for the three months up to
May 2000, after seasonal adjustinent, is 5,0% lower than the previous three months.

The major contributors to the increase of 5,8% in civil judgements for debt recorded were civil
judgements recorded in respect of “other services” (+3,3 percentage points), promissory notes
(+3,1 percentage points) and money lent (+1,8 percentage points).

The total value of civil judgements for debt recorded lower than a year ago

The total value of civil judgements for debt recorded for the three months up to May 2000
decreased by 11,8% (from R2 036,8 million to RI 796,3 million) compared with the
corresponding period of 1999. Furthermore, the total number of civil judgements for debt
recorded for the three months up to May 2000, after seasonal adjustment, decreased by 2,8%
compared with the previous three months.

The major contributors to the decrease of 11,8% in the value of civil judgements for debt recorded
were civil judgements recorded in respect of money lent {-7,2 percentage points), instalment sale
transactions (-0,7 of a percentage point) and professional services (-0,3 of a percentage point}.

During May 2000, 98 148 civil judgements for debt were issued amounting to R627,4 million.
The largest contributors to the R627.4 ml]hon were civil Judgements relating to money lent
(37,7% or R236,5 million), other services' (12,8% or R80,0 million) and promissory notes
(12,7% or R79,7 million}.



Number of summonses issued

Mumber of judgements for debt
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Figure 1 - Civil summonses for debt
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Notes

Forthcoming issues

Purpose of the survey

.P0041

Issue Expected release date
June 2000 24 August 2000

The Survey of Civil Cases for Debt covers a sample of magistrates' offices in South
Africa excluding the former Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei (TBVC
states). This survey collects information regarding civil cases recorded, civil
summonses issued, civil judgements recorded in order to provide users with
information on the extent of unpaid debt in South Africa. The results of the survey
are used by the private and public sectors as an indicator of economic performance.




P0041
Contents
|
Editorial ! Page
i
NOEES .. v s eee s eeeeeee e st et et ee e ee e ren st ee e e et et 4
Tables ‘
Table 1  Number of civil cases recorded and summonses for debt issutlad according to business enterprises
and Private PELSOMS ..vvvvvvrrrerrreeernereerieeiii e eeraenaaens ! ............................................ 6
Table2  Number of civil cases recorded according to selected magistrat?s offices .....oooeeiiiiii 7
Table 3 Number of civil default and consent judgements for debt according to business enterprises and
PrIVALE PEISOMS touivrniiverinsrsrreeeeerearnermraeianrraeenneaasres ! ............................................. 8
Table 4  Value of civil default and consent judgements for debt accfording to business enterprises and
PIIVALE PEISOTIS 1evvmenninnerneeninnninnernenseneniarteraenienieanes o g

Table 5  Number of small claims courts, litigants referred, summonses i:ssued and hearings: 1990 to 1999 ... 10

Additional information

EXPlANatory NOES ......iuiiiueiinerimmiarerrerarreinren e s s s 11
TECHRICAL QIOIES -...vervcerimeeeeereeesbes e tb et s e e e n e nb et e e s s 12
GIOSSHLY «.vvmveeerercunnnnaraissassstee s et e e e e e e eeee e e e e e re b s e e e s UOTTRIT 13

FOr IO € SN Ol TR 0N - . eeur s eeerisenetnesseneanensemeene it eraraanaaastsrasas it insiasstenmansssneensaistateenssnsssnsness 14




PO0O41

| STL OET orsS 56 €L9 BTT
1 919 £€1 90T V6 1Sy 221
|

|

| 6PE 91 9Ly 1T 6L0 LT
|

I~

|

|

| LS9 L 806 ¥ 858 8

| 28T OF vL8 LT €91 PZ
| vLe s 9t € PET ¥

l

| zoB z£ STE ¥2 895 TE
I 86% ST BOY Z1 8EY PT
|

|

| €se 2 00Z 2 8LZ T

| TEY €T 6LY LI 902 o0z
|

|

|

I 68T 8¥1 STS 60T BS6 BZT
| LLT 28T 965 90T 195 E€T
I

[

{ === ————

| Koy cady | Aen
[EEE -l---- 1-

| 0002 ¢ooz | 6661

sucsrod 93BvATIg

6E9

Tr6

EET
TT0
6EL

ros
6ZP

LTS
g9z

8oe’

-1 4 4

LET

80T
LIE
67

€SE
891
Tt

(444

998 1

TiE
pES

TEL

ESE
L1E
995

85z
GLE

vae
569

b4:1
PIE

crT
8YT

8T

(4

SE
9T

g8P
0BE

G6T

sZo
66T
128 4

ree

962

144

9g5§
ESY

LOT
T0T

ET

6T

9z
€T

[4A
51T

L00O
008

zZv0

667
i1 4
PEOD

EZE
oo

T6E
6LE

69T
ESL

CET
BET

6T

LE
9T

(44

£Vl
151

688

]

189
TEY
ero

61Z
159
6
LZE

805

788 1

122

91T
SEE
19

£8E
6LT

9E
8re

peysnlpe A{Teucsees z'1'z|
sexnbTy Tenyov 1'[-Z|

™0l 1zl

|

Iy Lzl

i

Iqep 30 }

sjuewsbpeTuouyce 1Teo pue ]
epIes jtperd ‘senbeyo q/y f
‘8T1Tq ‘sejou KjogsTmozd 9z
jueT Aeuow gzl

L S A A

T8I0 Z°€° 2|
Teuotssezoid T°g ¢zl
seotTaTes gzl

SUOTIOREURI} ©TES JUBWIEISULI Z°Z Z|
qunosoe wedo Tz z|

pTos spoos gzl

Iqep I0F sesucuums TTATD 4|
:lu..m.w:m.m..n..i%n \..m.mwm...‘_.Ouwmm 2 Tl
semnbry Temjov [Tl

POpPICOBI SOFED "Il

sucszed ejeatad pue segradiejue sgeutsng o3 ButpIosce pensseT jgep I0J SEEUCIINE PUR PEOPICOBI €858 TTATO JO ISGUNN - [ Tdel



P00AL

IvLE € zZoL £ PZT 12 6T S
loEZ T T8 Z ¥19 8 90Z £
iove € oT9 ¥ 9Z¢ OT P69 ¥
IT9e €  ZTOE S~ 66 8T  ¥¥B &
L1y T 8L9 T £80 8 TZZ £
|

lese 1 66E b 18y TIT 6L €
ITEL Z 88s € ZES TE LOT ¥
1856 2 61T T Z0T £1 &v0 ¥
izov ¢ 0zZ9 £ LVL T1 3zZ0 ¥
ITTL 1T 669 S BrZ 0T 1ze §
ezt z IZT L g1z ot 3.8 v
1v69 Z aLy 9 £1S 0T 298 €
IS0€ £ L6L ¥ F6¥ 0T BSL €
199T Z 91S € LBT 8 €TL 2
186 € 4:t A ] 98 vI BD9 £
1995 Z 660 § 6Z5 0T tGL ¥
18EE T L6T ¥ £PS 8 ZIE T
!

lovo 62 116 5 LL6 ESQT T¥9C 9P
l6pe zZ S0E OF 928 £ETT ET9 LY
| —_—

] I yxedrlyq) |
|utejuoy| -zepuea| 1 puey
| -weotda| pue Burt|eTrIOleag| 3I50M
{ | -BrusoIea | |

PS0 L
€08 9
6TL L
TeL 9

828 L

16T 9
arz L
LE6 9
Z8s 8
GGT 8
60QF 8
LLE B
L6T L
STZ L
809 L
ZLL 9
LEL S

LZ8 B8
cL8 98

ST9 6 62L 6 €9L T LS9 T
LOZ L vis 8 ESY Z 4 A
89c Z1 9Z8 6 ¥z € LG6 T

_ 599 6 __LEO ZTT €GP € 0v8 T
6¥E 6 029 L £60 Z 9T T
9Z0 L EVT L vrS T SEQ0 T
TLT OT 921 TT B6Z € 006 T
¥66 0T 06€ TT T1€9 2 90L T
rov 0T 0EL 0T SZT 2 ES9
£EY 8 £LZ 0T 6EL T BzE 1
£2T 01 81z § PGOE - - TP 1
0Z06 TT 85T 6 L?6 2 vv0 1
£66 8 ZBT 6 SES E 668 T
826 6 152 6 269 2 oLs
€00 €T ¥TE €1 6L T 0Ly T
566 0Z 638 6 ov8 T 99z 1
68E 9 S L ZLE T vLL
6LY LZT  BLT 8TT 89S £E 98t ST
OLP SET 978 OTT Z9E 62 S§T6 L

| | I |

[ Banq| | Bangz3 Taew|

| -sstuetopr | ueqing | -79306Tg | ReTI0qUTN |

LeL T S19 01 L9s 12 W |
sov 2 TE6 ¥ 0BO 8T ¥ |

SL0 S 9£9 6 9LE T2 124 |

__ 6ZS_€_ 6T9_0T___ TBO-BT |J |
8oy § 950 I1 859 0T e - ooozl

| 1

TLE T 8zZZ § veL 01 1a |

625 € 260 9T 9LE T 1N {

ST6 € 0oL 8 BP9 ZT 1o 1

8T9 v £6T 6 LIE ¥T Is I

768 € SBD 1T 2TT ST e |

9Z9 1 995 1T ST0 91 e |

ZeL ¥ 11¥ 91 vL9 6T I |

€SL T 065 ST £00 61 [k |

BIO € 0ET 1T 965 P1 A4 |

¥6S S GOL L £96 LT b4 |

688 T 212 L 95, 971 la i

SLY P 128 1 025 T ID - 666T)

i i

297 6€ 8ZL PET 828 EBT 66611

B9 LZ LLY €T  PZO IBT 866 TI
|||||||||||||||||||||||| et —— e — et e ——— | c e ————
| | | |

uopuoy |yeqeziTy|eTnsuTued | YIUom|
ln—mMH _ UHON_ ﬂm.mU _ I HMGH_

| | | f




POO41

| OEY &8 9zZ8 99 EPS EL i8B 26 798 69 LLO 8L | pejsnlpe AtTeuosees z- L 1|
I 0v9 €6 E£TIS 19 886 L¢L LGB 668 8PT 86 6LS 99 LTS Z8 052 £56 | s8InbTy Ten3ovw T LTI
I | TE3eL  L°TI
l | |
! 9sv 1T 89T L 608 21 516 15T EST 2T 809 L 9TV £1 928 19T | 1830 97Tl
1 | |
| 1 qep Fo |
| I sjusmebpeTAOUYOR IBYI0 pUR |
{ I spred 3Tpeasr ‘senbeyr g/ |
I LvZ 6 £E88 9 620 9 08S 69 6L9 & 81z 9 Evy 9 0TE vL | ‘8T1Tq ‘sejou AIossTmord S Tl
| v09 SZ BTE ST 6LZ 0Z 899 teZ EL6 ST 8L 91 ¥ZL o2 TES LEE | juet Aeuok vt
| or € Zre 2 rPTE 2 €87 LT LIT ¥ 66 T 818 2 YEZ TE 1 Jusy E"TI
1 | !
{ 656 8T €09 21T OLL ET 8T9 29T 918 6T 9ZT £1 [3 108 4 0LZ ZLT ! IR0 2211
| ZEY 6 08Z 9 £9T 6 8¥S S6 08T OT .yes 9 19 1 8T 66 I Teuotssegoad 12Tl
| | BODTATOS tAR 4!
| | i |
| 919 T 851t 1T 965 T Z¥8 LT T9L T Z¥Z T L69 1 oTF 61 1 BUOTIORBURIY &T@E JUSHWTEISUI Z°T 1|
| 925 ET 19€ OT 8§90 21 LET TP 695 rT IrT T TEE ET S8€ PST | Junosow wedp I°T-7T)
| | PIOS spood 11!
| | ° s3usmebpne Tl
| | |
| mrmmmm e ittt e mmm e mm— e T e e e e S s mm e |
| e 1 cadvw ) few | | few 1 radw | Kep | | |
[ | === e e 1 666T IR R D P L |——mmem—— ] 666T I weyl |
| 0002 | 0002 | 666T i | 0002 | 0002 | 666T 1 I |
|mm e e e e e s m e mmm——fm———— e m————————— m———————— -————— { |
| suosIod 9IRATIZ | sucsred ejeatzd pue sestidrejue ssautsng | |

suogzed e3entid pur sestidIejue sgouTEn oj HUTDIODOR JOpP I03 Ejuswebpnl JUBSUOD purR FTNEIOP TTIATO JO I6qUNK — £ S1qel



P0O041

[
| PPT TES  TOS ZS¥

1

8TP 219 LI8 697 9 PSE LZ9 691 PES BIT STL T9L BBL L | Telor 1Tl

1 T T T | I
| ZEL EL 165 29 BOZ TLT 20T 9EY T GOB €6 ETT LL 979 v0Z GLZ €66 T | IBYI0 L Tl
1 | |
| | IqReP JO |
| | sjusmebpeTiouyne Ieylo pue |
1 | spIvd 3TPOas ‘senbeyd g/y |
I z26L 29 Tiv 82 e9L 9% 120 69§ T¥L 6L %8 PE 9L9 Z9 18T €99 | ‘gITTq ‘sejou KrossTmoad 9°1Tl
| g8 Pte 9Z8 BLT TES ¥YEZ 090 Zv8 Z TS¥ 92 s4Z 0TZ LEL EST ZB0 040 € | JuaT Aeucy g Tl
| veZ ZZ 9L6 V1 9rZ 61 Z0oL S8BT 909 62 S6T 12 099 ST 8LE 952 | Juey VT
| [ |
| €00 EL BLS Z2E LTS LY 969 STy L66 6L S¢6 BE LLT ¥S €49C 625 | I9Y0 2Tl
I 906 ST L9E 6 LS9 PT TZT 6LT L¥L LT TES OT LBT LT PEE £0Z | Teunorssezoxd T'€ 1l
I ] 880 TATBE [ 4
1 | I
| Ze0 S2 Ps9 LZ £BE TE PLL OTE 9ES 67 vz 1€ 0og 9¢€ 65 OTV | |uUCTloRSURI} BTRs jusaTelsur g 'z Il
| 095 ¢v B86L L6 110 LE Z%Z OLY TLY 09 S50 01T SST 09 005 Z89 | Aumesoe uwedp 171!
| { PTO8 8pOCH z° T
| | sjuewebpnp ‘T
| | f
fmmm e et | e e e e e e e e mm e m e e e e ——————— e |
! Rew | rxde | Kew | | ey | -ady | Kot | { I
R el L e et | 666T |=wmmmm——— mmmmmmmee | mm e | 6661 ! wa3 T !
| 000z { oooZ | GG6T I | oooz | 000z | 666T | | |
R Tt Rt i J e e e e 1 |
I suosxad 83RATAZ | suoszed sjearzd pue sesrrzdivjue seoutsud | |

suoszed egeaTId pue sestidrajue eseursnq o3 BurtpIcooe jqep 263 syueweSpn( juesucs pue IINE3eP TTATO 3O nTeA - § of{del



11
P0041

Additional information

Explanatory Notes

Introduction

Scope of the survey

Comparability

Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) conducts a monthly sample survey of civil
cases recorded and civil summonses for debt issued in South Africa excluding
the former Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei (TBVC states). This
information is obtained from selected magistrates' offices.

This statistical release reflects the results of civil cases recorded and summonses
issued against business enterprises and private persons in a sample of selected
magistrates' offices.

Except for cases recorded, all other information relates to debt cases only,
therefore claims for damages, ejectment orders and other non-debt cases are
excluded.

This survey covers:

*  Number of civil cases recorded.

* Number of civil summonses for debt issued.
+ Number of civil judgements for debt.

*  Value of civil judgements for debt.

Small claims courts serve as a forum for the adjudication of money claims
against individuals or business enterprises. Only the general public may use the
small claims courts and not business enterprises. '

The following actions are excluded from the jurisdiction of small claims courts -

* claims exceeding R3 000 in value;

* claims against the state;

* claims based on cession or the transfer of rights;

* claims for damages in respect of defamation, malicious prosecution,
wrongful imprisonment, wrongful arrest, seduction and breach of promise to
marry;

* claims for the dissolution of a marriage;

* claims concerning the validity of a will;

* claims concerning the status of a person in respect of his mental capacity;
and

* claims in which the performance in accordance with a contract is sought,
without an alternative claim for payment of damages, except in the case of a
claim for rendering an account or transferring movable or immovable
property not exceeding R3 000 in value.

The information in respect of magistrates” courts shown in this statistical release
refers to debt cases only and is therefore not strictly comparable with the
information shown for the small claims courts.

The jurisdiction limit for civil cases handled by magistrates' offices (R20 000 for
liguid assets and R50 000 for non-liquid assets) was increased to R100 000 as
from 1 May 1995. A comparison with the period prior to May 1995 must thus
be handled with circumspection.
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The statistical unit for collection of information is a magistrates’ office.

. S | .
Magistrates' offices include the small claims courts.

|
The largest magistrates' offices in South Africa which account for approximately
95% of all the civil cases in Soutp Africa are included in the monthly sample
survey of civil cases recorded and civil summonses for debt issued, The smallest
magistrates' offices are not used ‘in the sample. A sample of 152 magistrates
offices is drawn using only the number of civil cases recorded as the measure of

size.
The survey is conducted by mail each month from 152 magistrates’ offices.

Seasonally adjusted estimates of dll items are generated each month, using the
X-11 Seasonal Adjustment Progrz;im developed by US Bureau of the Census
Economic Research and Analyses Division, 1968. Seasonal adjustment is a
means of removing the estimated effects of normal seasonal variation from the
series So that the effects of other ‘inﬂuences on the series can be more clearly
recognised. Seasonal adjustment‘ does not aim to remove irregular or non-
seasonal influences which may be present in any particular month. Influences
that are volatile or unsystematic‘ can still make it difficult to interpret the
movement of the series even afu‘ar adjustment for seasonal variations. This
means the month-to-month movements of seasonally adjusted estimates may not

be reliable indicators of trend behaviour.

The trend is the long-term pattenfl or movement of a time series. The X-11
Seasonal Adjustment Program is used for smoothing seasonally adjusted
estimates. !
i
Users may also wish to refer to the|following publications:

I

+  Bulletin of Statistics issued quarterly.
*  SA Statistics issued annually.

In some cases Stats SA can also make available statistics which are not
published. The statistics can be made available in one or more of the following
ways: computer printout, CD or diskete. Generally a charge is made for
providing unpublished statistics. ! :

R/D Refer to Drawer ‘

CD Compact Disc

Stats SA  Statistics South Africa

TBVC  Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, Ciskei.

The response rate for May was 100%.



Glossary

Acknowledgement of
debt

Bills

Civil judgements
Civil summonses

Consent judgements

Default judgements

Hearings

Instalinent sale
transactions
Litigants

Litigants referred

Open account
transaction

Other services
Plaintiff
Promissory note
Reference month
Refer to drawer

{RD) cheques

Small claims courts
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Acknowledgement of debt is a statement by a person/debtor in which he admits that
he owes money to an individual or a company or a bank.

Bills are statements of charges for services rendered or for amounts owed.

Civil judgements are decisions taken in a civil matter or a dispute between two people
or parties.

Civil summonses are notices to appear before the court of law where a'dispute
between two parties or people has to be heard, i.e not for a criminal offence.

Consent judgements refer to where a debtor agrees to subject himself/herself to obey
or accept a judgement of a court against him for a debt he owes without defending the
action. This usually happens before the debtor signs a binding contract, e.g. a loan
agreement.

Default judgements refer to where the court gives a judgement or a ruling against the
defendant who is not present in court and was previously given a notice that was
ignored, i.e. a judgement was given against & party or an individual while not present
in court.

Hearings are proceedings in a court where the court listens or hears the submission or
presentation in support of their cases where the two parties submitted the evidence in
support of their cases.

Instalment sale transactions relates to where a person buys goods on credit and pays
for them in instalments, e.g. every week or month, until he/she settles the debt.

Litigants are people who take part in court proceedings, usually against each other,
like a debtor and a creditor.

Litigants referred relates to a case where the parties have been referred to another
instance/court.

Open account transactions are revolving credit, i.e. where an account does not have a
final payment date and a person can always take more goods and keep paying as long
as he has credit.

“Other services” refers to municipal services (except outstanding assessment rates),
plumbers, builders, mechanics, panel-beaters and electricians.

Plaintiff is a person/party in a civil case who asks the court for judgement against
another person.

Promissory notes are written notes, signed by one person, in which he promises to pay
money to another person, or to the bearer of such a note cn a specific date or on
demand.

Reference month refers to one calendar month,

RD Cheques refer to dishonoured cheques. The drawer is the owner of the cheque.
When a person issues a cheque and there is no money in the cheque account, the bank
will refuse to pay the bearer. The cheque will be referred back to the drawer.

Small claims courts refer to courts where claims of R3 000 or less are heard. The
presiding officer in these courts is called the commissioner. Litigants in the small
claims courts do not have to make use of legal representatives.
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For more information .

Stats SA publishes approximately 300 different statistical releases each y;ear. It is not economically viable to produce
them in more than one of South Africa's eleven official languages. Since the releases are used extensively, not only
locally but also by international economic and social-scientific communiti‘es, Stats SA releases are published in English

only.

Stats SA has copyright on this publication. Users may apply the information as they wish, provided that they
acknowledge Stats SA as the source of the basic data wherever they process, apply, utilise, publish or distribute the
data: and also that they specify that the relevant application and analy';;is {where applicable) result from their own
processing of the data.

Stats SA products

A complete set of Stats SA publications is available at the Stats SA Library and the following libraries:

National Library of South Africa, Pretoria Division
Library of Parliament, Cape Town

National Library of South Africa, Cape Town Division
Bloemfontein Public Library

Natal Society Library, Pietermaritzburg

Johannesburg Public Library

Stats SA also provides a subscription service.

Electronic services

A large range of data are available via on-line services, diskette, CD and computer printouts. For more details about
our electronic data services, contact (012) 310 8095. !

You can visit us on the Internet at: http://www.statssa.gov.za

Enquiries

Telephone number: {012) 310 8095/8390/8351 {user enqt%iries)
(012) 310 8220 (technical enquiries) :
(012) 310 8161 (publications) ‘
{012) 310 8490 (library) !

Fax number: {012) 310 8332

e-mail: CorrieB @statssa.pwv.gov.za
DeidreN@statssa.pwv.gov.za

Postal address: Private Bag X44, Pretoria, 0001

Produced by Stats SA




