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_ P0041
LESS DEBT CASES IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1997

The total number of civil summonses for debt recorded during the first quarter of 1997 decreased by 8,2% (from 351 144 -
to 319 150) after seasonal adjustment compared with the fourth quarter of 1996. Furthermore, the total number of civil
Judgements for debt decreased by 1,3% (from 160 068 to 154 833) after seasonal adjustment during the same period.

The decrease of 8,2% in the total number of civil summonses for debt can be attributed to less summonses issued in respect of -
goods sold on open account (-4,0%) and non-professional services (-35,3%). In contrast to this, increases occurred in respect
of summonses relating to instalment sale transactions (+34,5%), money lent (+14,3%) and non-professional services (+5,8%).

The total number of civil judgements for debt issued during March 1997 was 33 650 and the total amount involved was R342,2
million. Of this, R157,2 million or 46,0% was for civil judgements relating to money lent, while R37,4 millien or 10, 9% was
for civil judgements in respect of promissory notes, bills, R/D cheques, credit cards and other acknowledgements of debt.

ENQUIRIES:

el. {012) 310-8095/310-8040
(012) 310-8351/310-8390
(012) 310-810% (technical enquiries)
Private Bag X44, Pretoria, 0001
Fax:  310-8500
E-mail: info @ css.pwv.gov.za
Internet: http://www.css.gov.za




R

P0041
.
1'-____—___"-”------——---__-—__? _______ ’ Number - | Percantage change |
| Period [=rm==tsc o r e —e- o —seumcocccos=—e==e |====--e—-— - mmmsa_s—ewe e ]
el | summonses for {Civil judgementslSummonses forl| Civil judge- |
' t gebt | for debt lcebt 1 ments for debt :
IR e e e bl I --------------------------------------------------------------------
| | f ;
.1 Actua) figures: [ : .
1 {
! Jan., 1997 - Mar. 1887 | 319 1850 154 833 +9.,0 +15,5 i
| Jan. 1996 - Mar. 1806 | 292 B74 134 00% |l
I ‘ ]
| S5easonally adjusted figures: | r|
1 I
| Jan, 1997 - Mar, 1887 H 327 B9O 162 280 -8.2 -1,3 i
1 Ocx. 1986 - Dec, 1986 | 357 3 164 433 :
I

NOTES

The particulars refer to all civil cases for debt recorded by Magistrate’s Offices.

Except for cases recorded, all other information relates to debt cases only; i.e. claims for damages, ejectment orders and
-other non-debt cases are-excluded.

Default and consent judgements relate to judgements given in respect of undefended debt cases only,
COMPARABILITY

The jurisdiction limit for civil cases handled by magistrate offices (R20 000 for liquid assets and R50 000 for non liquid
assets) was increased to R100 000 as from 1 May 1995. A comparison with the period prior to May 1995 must thus be
handled with circumspection. "

SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

Statistics in respect of small claims courts are updated annually.



3 PO0A41

TIVIL SUMMONSES ISSUED — NUMEBER

Thousongo

t
[

- e Falord
IutCe oz
LA

T o w3 5 m o+ s ©o m 1 s b M 4 s D

LY

53 1994 1995 1996 1997

Scale: Semi-Logorithrmi
i gorithmic . Seasonally ag|.sled

Trend cvce

i JUDGEMENTS FOR DEBT — NUMEBER

Trousanc

& ot — 0 T T I e
|

(L]
o
[
S

L

- . /
LA

= 5——_——; T___— __A_;_\‘_ ,.._.___-,__:/ N ~F }‘ Y
v U A jﬁ\Tr\

—~]

i .
R SfSource A

ne - =) c [N - s o] ] - S [m M NI S D M

RN 1e9a 1995 1998
Scote: Semi- Logarithme

199 7

Se s.naly Jgjusted
Treng cycle



P0OO41

o091 2
o0tz 21
EZL v

Lrs 6L
0zg 9t

9BE 61

vvz 98
OEE L6

z99 €8
ELL v6

LZa 21
60S £
riy S
0Z0 ¥
S0L Z2Z
0gzzZ Sl
98y ¢
ZLL 8L
ZiL 68
LvS 66
199 101
089 zOt
‘qed
LB61

Ltl B
v00 91
o8y b

96€ ZZ
988 S

0BL €
6Zs 0QZ

9EE 96
£80 LOL

121 CcOolL
LEZ SOl

e
vLiB
LG9

L8
699

698
€98

95¢

LEL 199 L1
:4:] £r6 L
zZs1 vig zl
£9 Ziv S
LLE 8Ll ZZ
£91 E8E 21
re L9 2T
LEZ 16l 22
6r0 S6
984 t 690 zOl
86E L6
gLZ L 9Lz SOt
Jaqunn
_ e -1 |
661 |-----
! 9661 |

pry 8
LLE 9L
z96 v

ave vZ
FOL G

LER €
LrS Z2Z

GZ1 01
769 60

609 Z
oLz €

£S6
gz8
SEL

ave
L6l

Qoo
LS50

zBl
886

il ore
8 =14}
91 09s
s rve
sz 290
Ll ovv
r LOE
vz 89¢€
L01

£l ELS
Llt

gLt g9z
J8y |
|||||| |
661 I

v6
agl
69

oveE
EBL

60E .t

43430

) “3g8p 40
siuswabBpa | Mouxn2e L3yl pue
spued 3Lp8JD *SANDIYD g/Y
‘g1l ‘salod AJosSLwouag
jua| Aauopy

juay

48430
LBUDLSSB 3014
. L1 o R AL - Koy

I
SUOL1JBSUBRJY 8| BS JUBW(EISUT
junodoe uadQ

pLos sSpoon

paisnipe A(|euNSeasg

: ' saunbByy [eNnioYy
tejor’

108p 404 SISUCUWWNS Lt LALD
peisnlfpe At|euoseas

saJnbiLy |En3i0Y
pBaPL0DB 3SR

wa3J




PO0OA1

et i crg 659 & £96 & 985 9 t9g Zt 5.9 6 £9¢e ¢ 0L 905 i zao 8 ras £l LW
oy 1 8Lz Z 30z 6 €Ll € vz 9 G642 0L G69€ 9 o09L 2 89 £0r L 050 6 18 €1 | 4
“hmm L LZ6 L 780 8 ezL Z oeg 5§ L¥S & S0z § LvE T - AW oLg 6Z€ S SS0 £l Ir - 88l |
} i
leez 192 1 18 8 0sg ! 619 S SvE 8 29 ¥ 99 Z o0ZL 86 LEO 9 S5 01l la
1491 Z €81 Z 0sZ 01t g0z E 5458 6 L6869 2t rer L rvOE Z L 6rE 1 L1s L2 8ZJ i IN
lezs Z €06 ! 9z6 0Ol agz € g89 01 vLEr S1 216 9 6EE Z oL9 L0s 1 LEL Lt 9zs £l 10
lero 2 r96 cez B £29 £ LZZ 9 96L 2t LS G gLz 2 [5-F% SZ6 L rel 01 ZLeL €L IS
tgoz 2 9tvr Zez & g€9 Z vSE S gLa vt £i18 9 v99 2z Liv LeE9 1 0CcE 8 86 £t Iy
1ases 2 tZE ¢ tgs ai 100 £ Z%L 8 opz z1 59z 9 08t € 658 8v9 |1 Lv8 St ZZ8 Sl Ir [
leso 2 vz £ 86L L 60E aLs 9 sZ8 0L 06s 9 H8E Z €68 are L zee L1 L6 L e .
fg51. 2 gv6 & zZg90 6 ZS1 E . EeLr S 828 01l §959 8§ 558 T SEB rve 1 a0y Ot 6L0 9l W
1206 9gs 1 690 8 960 T SEQ S vy L1 zZ1S§ L v90 € i2:14 €0t L Lyt B 86t E1L Iv [
g1y Z 990 Z L£9 8 gZv Z rzz L EFPO vt LysS 9 Sg€L T 198 589 oLdL L LIE S Iw
lote L tg0 € ZoL 6 oLs Z 860L L 85L Ol 604 9 vSL Z 821 F&L | 600 ¢ £ss 81 14 |
. "Nmm L Sl 1 E9L L £€62.2 ELD 9 ZiZ & §GL S 9LE 2 L69 09 862 L 98z €1 pﬂ - 9661 4
' . |
1920 S2 980 v2 981l L0l 60t LE LL9 ¥E 6LE EVI 69r 08 LYE LE L1L 8 £EZS 8L ZSL O rvzS 0L 9661 |
“mmm rZ 308 91 9zZ 96 pes oO¢f oBe '69 Eve zvl 9LL 68 062 .0€ £€z8 0Ol Sty St BES LV 609 991 “ mmmr“
| | saed(fiq} | ] | | | | | § | | |
|ur@3uoy| ~dapuep | | puey | puEy | Banaql |62nqziL2ew] | uopuos jyyaqez L |3|einNsuLudd | Yivow)
| -wao 8] pue Bul|eLso3ddd]| 1ISOM | 3se] | -sauueyor | uegung | -J4d38Ld|AaiJ4@qweiA | -35e3 | }40d| adey | Jo aedpA|
! [ [ : | | |

[-Byuasian]

S3DI440 $3LVYHLSIODWYW Q3103735 NI QACHOI3IY S3ISVYD TIAID 40 H3IGWNAN 3HL - £ 37avl



| . | |
| 941 LE get SS S8 BE 96z 009 ary 0% g9L8 €9 rre ES GZ8 L8¢L | Z48y3io FAR}
: | | |
- | | iqap 40 b
N " | siuzawalbipa | mOunlde JAYioQ pue [
. | . 1 SPJED 3 LPdJI '‘ssnbayud gsy
! 656 £Z 195 LE 266 EE S8r 2Z9E BeL LZ Ll Z¢ ZSE LE S50 OLlv t ‘S$11tQ ‘S930U AJOSSLwoud a9 i
| 209 SOt ggL 291l 780 6P r0L S6v L ZLL Lt glLEe L1 rEL LS Lzt €8¢ 1 | jusi ABuow St
. | S84 0Ot 6LE 6 008 8 L00 P2t 286 Z1L 129 Z1 664 L1 SQ0Z 0¢tlL | juay oLl
- | | f
¢ | Z60 EI L80 B¢ ZreL BL ZEE SH1L £E8_91 PEY vZ 291 €T 06 vvl | J2u30 Z°€° Lt
S | LEr £ LGL L 088 L. 8¢S 00l 98lL ® 96L 8 00S B8 LLZ Qtl | |2uDis55a30ud LE7 1|
i | . . ! s834AJaS . £ 1L
| i !
- I t80 6 096 02 868 Z1 P90 82! 56. 6 G685 LZ ESY Gl vy Zvt | suOL3IDesSuUR.} B|BS JuUBW|BISUL Z Z L
. | ZLE 81 L9E 0OZ ZEOQ €2 609 LSZ. QgL 82 6ZE. OE 09g SE SvrE. 98E | junoade uado 1771
' | ’ 1 p1os sSpoon AR
| - | |
| 8€8 vrZZ Ssy LEE z96 Z6Z .Sr0 veZ €& Z8e 992 9v6 ZBE ro9L ZveE rel 628 € | le230)L [
| } sjuswabopnr |
e e g R e L Lt bt —mm————— e — e ——————— rm————- | I
I 000 iy ! - T
= m s s e e i i it e e mmmm |
| , . ) | |
. | 90s S 86L 9 3EE 9 €20 v& rS5E 9 sz (L z98 9 r8g 08 | Jauyigo Lo
| - o
- | ’ | igap 30 I
= | | siuawaBpaMauyde 43430 pue {
- o | | spJed 3Lp84D ‘sanbayd gri
B I ZLtZ € EGO S ZiL v £98 6% 1Z9 € £9r S LBD G ovré €S | ‘syLtq 'sa3iou AJOSSLwWOLd 9}
| Zvs & Z9L 8 zZ0 0L 629 08B 6is § 6E6 ® £61 0Ol L8 Z8 | 1uay Asuop S
| +00 2 Log8 i r69 | CLD ¥vZ 6ZS 2 ZEE 2 786 | 956 B¢ | Iuay v
| ' | !
| 965 8 L£9 # ZZE B L8686 011 SEt 6 89G6Z 6 S96 6 Lz6 81!t 1 o d8u30 Z2°€7 1
| 15 ¢ 91z £ gLe £ arg 06 £ZL L 68€ £ Z90 ¢ SG. EB | leuO+583404g L7L7 1
| | 5821 AUBS [l |
! | |
| BES 2.8 299 L4z 8 98§ Zr6 EZL Zs0 6 | SuUOL3DeSURIY B BS JUIW|BISUT Z°Z2°1L
| vS9 6 Sr6 8 04LB B YES 221 6L DI viL © r9L O1L 59 vEL | IUNOD32B WdAQ L TZ7 |
_ | plOsS $POOH AR
| | !
| 128 v SEQO 6P s0v 6¢ 968 bv Giv 2§ £8S ZS | paisn{pe Aileuoseas Z | 1
| £8L v 6L 8v BEY 0S L1Z 19§ 9vZ 9v 0ZE tS 089 £9 grg £09 i saunBL4 (BN3IIY LT
{ | Le3ol S|
B | | sauswebpnr 1)
| | 1
=== et L e e e et ———————— cmmmmm—e | s — e — e e — e msmmm—————— - |
‘ | . Jaquny ' | {
| —~=====- e —————— B T e e ki e mmmmm————————— | i
b TJEW | gad | Tden 1 | TJEN ' "g94 } TJEen | } |
| == ———— _J ||||||||| | === ——- | 9661 | === [mmm = o= | 9661 f wair
| o686t I L661L | L1661 | | 9661 | LE6I I L6861 | I |
[ === - - el e el i [ et e e ————— - ——————r |
| sugssad 931BALJd R | suostad ajeaLad pue sasiasdealus sgduiLsng |
. INISNOI gNY LONvd43d TIAID - £ 378vl

1830 ¥0d4 SiNawaganr




P0C41

SMALL CLAIMS COURTS
NOTES

°  Small claims courts serve as a forum for the adjudication of money claims against individuals or firms, It is for use by the
general public only and not for business enterprises.

°  Up to 30 September 1995 the following actions were excluded from the juﬁsdiction of small claims courts:

- Claims exceeding R2 000 in value;

- Claims against the state;’

- Claims based on cession or the transfer of nghts;,

- Claims for damages in respect of defamation, malicious prosecution, wrongful imprisonment, wrongful arrest, seduction
and breach of promise to marry;

- Claims for the dissolution of a marriage;

- Claims concerning the validity of-a will,

- Claims concerning the status of a person in respect of his mental capacity, and

- Claims in which the performance in accordance with a contract is sought, without an alternative claim for payment of
damages, except in the case of a claim for rendering an account or transfemng movabIe or immovable property not
exceeding R2 000 in value.

®  Asfrom | October 1995 the jurisdiction limit of R2 000 was raised to R3 000.

COMPARABILITY

The information in respect of magistrates courts shown in this statistical release refers to debt cases only and is therefore not
strictly comparable with the information shown for the small claims courts.

CONCEPTS

“Courts” relate to the total number of small claims courts at the end of the months as indicated. “Litigants referred” relates to
the number of persons (plaintffs) referred to legal assistants by clerks of the small claims court.

TABLE - SMALL CLAIMS COURTS, LITIGANTS REFERRED, SUMMONSES ISSUED AND I{EARINGS

1996 1995 1994 1983 1992 1991 1990
Ttem -
Number
Courts 120 113 m 109 106 103 92
Litigants referred 21 230 20 154 20 10 19 502 18 906 - 16 857 16 474
Summonses issued 27 463 24 905 25 112 24 929 24 942 19 520 16 551
Hearings 27 690 25 746 25 356 23 953 23 421 17 814 15 540

Source: Department of Justice



