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P0041
CIVIL DEBT CASES CONTINUE TO INCREASE

The total number of civil summonses for debt recorded for the second quarter of 1999 increased by 0.9% {from
401 333 to 405 091) compared with the corresponding period of 7998. However, the total number of civil
summonses for debt recorded for the second quarter of 1999, after seasonal adjustment, is 6,7% lower than the
previous quarter.

The total number of civil judgements for debt recorded for the second quarter of 1999 increased by 22,9% from
191 639 to 235 457 compared with the corresponding period of 1998, Furthermare, the total number of civil
Jjudgements for debt recorded for the second quarter of 1999, after seasonal adjustment, is 10,3% higher than the
preceding quarter.

The largest contributors to the 0.9% increase in civil summonses for debt were summonses relating to money lent
(+19,8%) and goods sold on open account {(+7.5%). During June 1999, 29,7% or 43 085 of the total summonses issued
were for civil summonses relating to “other services” and 19,2% or 27 840 were in respect of money lent.

During June 1999, 79 258 civil judgements for debt were issued amounting to R838.4 million. The major contributors
to the R838.4 million were civil judgements relating to money lent (33.0% or R277.0 million), followed by civil

judgements in respect of services (10,195 or R84,9 million) and goods sold on open account (6,3% or R52,9 million).

Figure 1 - Civil summonses and judgements for debt
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

1. General

The particulars in this publication refer to all civil cases for debt recorded by Magistrates’ Offices.

Except for cases recorded, all other information relates to debt cases only, i.e. claims for damages, ejectment

orders and other non-debt cases are excluded.

Default and consent judgements relate to judgements given in respect of undefended debt cases only.

2. Comparability

The jurisdiction limit for civil cases handled by Magistrates’ Offices (R20 000 for liquid assets and R50 000 for
non- liquid assets) was increased to R100 000 as from 1 May 1995. A comparison with the period prior to May

1995 must thus be handled with circurnspection.

3. Small claims courts

Statistics in respect of small claims courts are updated annually.
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NOTES REGARDING SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

1.

General

Small claims courts serve as a forum for the adjudication of money claims against individuals or firms. It is for
use by the general public only and not for business enterprises.

Up to 30 September 1995 the following actions were excluded from the jurisdiction of small claims courts:

- claims exceeding R2 000 in value;
- claims against the state;
_  claims based on cession or the transfer of rights;

- claims for damages in respect of defamation, malicious prosecution, wrongful imprisonment, wrongful arrest,

seduction and breach of promise to marry;

- claims for the dissolution of a marriage;

- claims concerning the validity of a will;

- claims concerning the status of a person in respect of his mental capacity; and

. claims in which the performance in accordance with a contract is sought, without an alternative claim for
payment of damages, except in the case of a claim for rendering an account or transferring movable or
immovable property not exceeding R2 000 in value.

" As from 1 October 1995 the jurisdiction limit of R2 000 was raised to R3 000.

Comparability

The information in respect of magistrates’ courts shown in this statistical release refers to debt cases only and is
therefore not strictly comparable with the information shown for the small claims courts.

Concepts

o "Cgurts” relate to the total number of smatl claims courts at the end of the months as indicated.
°  “Litigants referred” relates to the number of persons {plaintiffs) referred 1o legal assistants by clerks of the

small claims court.

TABLE 4 - NUMBER OF SMALL CLAIMS COURTS, LITIGANT: S REFERRED, SUMMONSES ISSUED

AND HEARINGS
Year Small claims courts Litigants referred- Summonses issued Hearings
1990 92 16 474 16 551 15 540
1991 103 16 857 19520 17814
1992 106 18 906 24942 23 421
1993 109 19 502 24929 23953
1994 111 20101 25112 25 356
1995 113 20154 24905 25 746
1996 120 _ 21230 27 463 27 690
1997 143 13 423 25417 26 622

Source: Department of Justice



