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Co-operation between the Central Statistical Service and
the residents of the RSA, the private sector and the
government institutions is essential for a successful
-statistical system-in the RSA. Without this continued co- .
operation and goodwill, the timely release of relevant and
reliable official statistics will not be possible.

Embargo: 09:30

The €SS publishes approximately five hundred different Date: 26 AuguSt 1996
releases per year. In the light of expenditure restraints in 7
government, it is no longer economically viable to produce #

them in more than one of the eleven official languages in
South Africa. Since the releases are also extensively used
by the international economic and social-scientific
communities, from 1996 CSS releases will be published in
English. : R Cy




' ',Publlshed by the

Central Statistical Service
.anate Bag X44
) PRETORIA

0001~ g
Iell-. (012) 310-8911

‘§” The CSS has copyright on this information. You are, however, free to
“§ " apply it as.you wish provided that you acknowledge the CSS as the source
“"of the basic data wherever you process, apply, utilise, publish or

distribute the data; and also that you specify that the relevant application
“and analyses (“ here applicable) resuit from your own processmg of the
5-'data. T

S - IR L

#

I

CSS Library Cataloguing-in-Publication (Cl1P) Data

Statistics of civil cases for debt / Central Statis-
tical Service. -~ 1996-
Pretoria: Central Statistical Service, 1996-
p. ; 30 cm. (Statistical reléase; P004T) - 0~ SR
Series formerly available as: Statistiese nuusberig
- Statistical news release; P0041 and P13.2 and
Statistiese vrystelling ‘= Statistical release; PQ041
Title continues in English only
Monthly
1. Debts, public. I, South Africa. Central S5ta-
tistical Service. 1II. Title. III. Series,

(LLCSH 16)

B I
o

A complete set of CSS publications is available at the CSS Library and the following libraries:

State Library, Pretoria BT
Library of Parliament, Cape Town T T .
South African Library, Cape Town Lo e '
Bioemfontein Public Library T e o
Natal Society Library, Pietermaritzburg '

-~ Johannesburg Public Library
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P0041
MORE SUMMONSES AND JUDGEMENTS FOR BEBT

Netwithstanding a decrease in June 1996 compared to May 1996, the total number of civil summonses for debt and civil
judgements for debt for the second giarter of 1996 increased by 9,4% and 7,9% respectively after seasonal adjustment
compared with the first quarter of 1996. )

The increase of 9 4% in civil summonses for debt between the first and the second quarter of 1996 can mainly be attributed to
increases in respect of goods sold on an open account (+8,7%), professional services (+10,6%) and non-professional sefrvices
(+25,2%). The largest contributors to the increase of 7,9% in civil judgements for debt were professional and non-professional
services with increases of 12,1% and 24,7% respectively.

A total of 104 237 civil summonses for debt were issued in June 1996. Of these, 20,8% was in respect of goods sold on open
account and 13,8% and 27,1% in respect of professional and non-professional services respectively. ) '

POO41
1 . | Number \ Percentags change |
i Puriod S e Lt ]
[ I8 | summansas for 1¢ivit judgemants|Summonses far{ Civil judga- |
% { debt jfor debt jdebt | ments for dabt |
------------------------------ l-_---..--___._--_-_--___4.___.....,-..--.-...._-__-.------—_.._-..-_--q-—-_—-----|
| . | i
| Actual figures: | |
I | |
i Apr. 1998 - Jun. 1996 ! 320 788 149 314 +6.% 0,8 b
[} Apr. 1985 - Jun. 1995 | A01 234 .135 867 I
i [ [
{ Seasonally sgdjusted figures: | ]
i | . |
| _Apr. 199€ - Jun., 1906 | 323 244 149 722 +9,4 - +7.8 !
| Jan. 1988 - Mar, 1996 ) 285 383 138 @88 |
| f {

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOTES
The particulars refer to all civil cases for debt recorded by Magistrate's Offices.

Except for cases recorded, all other information relates to debt cases only, i.e. claims for damages, ejechment orders and other
- non-debt cases are excluded, )

Default and consent judgements relate to judgements given in respect of undefended debt cases only. -
COMPARABILITY L

The jurisdiction limit for civil cases handled by magistrate offices (R20 000G for liquid assets and R50 000 for non liquid‘assetsj
was increased to R100 000 as from 1 May 1995. A comparison with the period prior to May 1995 must thus be handled with
circumspection.

SMALL CLAIMS COURTS
Statistics in respect of small claims courts are updated annuaily.
PP !

Dr F M Orkin
Head: Central Statistical Service

EN E3:

Tel. (012) 310-8095/310-8040

(012) 310-8351/310-8390

{012) 310-8109 (technical enquiries)
Private Bag X&4, Pretoria, 0001
Fax: 310-8500 310-8501

BLOEMFONTEIN  (051) 447-7767 KEMPTON PARK (011) 394-3420/1 NELSPRULT (013) ~ 753-2455/6
DURBAN (037) 305-3304 KIMBERLEY {0531) 33965 PIETERSBURG {0152) 295-7521
CAPE TOWN (021) 23-1040 KLERKSDORP {018) 462-4008 PORT ELIZABETH (041) 52-2801/2

BISHO (0401) 99-2457 UMTATA (0471) 305-2038
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P0O041

SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

.NOTES

* Small claims courts serve as a forum for the adjudication of money claims of not more than R2 000 against individuals or firms.

It is for use by the' general public only and not for business enterprises.
The following actions arg excluded from the jurisdiction of the small claims court:

- Claims exceeding R2 000 in-value.
- Claims against the state.
- Claims based on cession or the transfer of rights.

- Claims for damages in respect of dcfamanon malicious prosecution, wrongful imprisonment, wrongful arrest, seduction
and breach of promise to many.

- Claims for the dissolution of & marnage.

- Claims concerning the vahdlty of a will.

- Claims concerning the status of a person in respect of his mental capacity
- Claims in which the performance in accordance with a contract is sought, without an alternative claim for payment of
* damages, except in the case of a claim for rendering an account or transferring movable or immovable property not
exceeding R2 000 in value.

COMPARABILITY

The information in respect of magistrates courts shown in this statistical release refers to debt cases only and is therefore not
strictly comparable with the information shown for the small claims courts.

CONCEPTS

“Courts” relates to the total number of small claims courts at the end of the months us indicated. “Litigants referred” relates to
the number of persons (plaintiffs) referred to legal assistants by c]erks of the small claims court.

TABLE 1 - SMALL CLAIMS COURTS, LITIGANTS REFERRED, SUMMONSES ISSUED AND HEARINGS

1995 1994 1993 1992 [ 1991 L 1990 i " 1989
Item
Number
Courts 13 T 709 . 106 103 92 8
Litigants referred 20 154 20 10 19 ‘502 18 906 16 857 16474 | 16 391
Summonses issued 24 905 25 112 24 929 24 942 13 520 16 551 15 560
Hear ngs 25 746 25 356 23 953 23 431 17 814 15 540 14 292

Source: Department of Justice -




