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Co-operation between the -Central Statistical Service
and the residents of the RSA, the private sector and the

government institutions is essential for a successful

statistical system. in:the RSA. -Without:this continued

_ co-operation and goodwill; the timely release of

relevant and reliable of_ﬁclal statistics will not be
possible

The CSS publishes approxlmately five hundred

different releases per year. In the light of expenditure

restraints in government, it is no longer economlcally .

viable to produce them in more than one of the eleven
official languages in South Africa. Since the releases
are also extensively used by the international econemic
and social-scientific . communities, from 1996 CSS
releases will be published in English.
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DEBT CASES INCREASE ' -

* The fotal number of civil summonses Jor debt !ssucd dunng July 1997 shows anincrease of 18,6% (from. 108 082 to

128 160) after seasonal adjustment compared with the previous month, and is 7,8% higher than the figure for July 1996.

- 'The seasonally adjusted total number of civil judgements for the month of -July 1997 shows an increase of 11,2% (from

57 877 to 64 377) compared with the previous month, and is also 27,4% higher than for July 1996.

- The increase of :7,8% in the number of cml summonses for debt can mamly be’ attnbuted to substantial increases in the

number of crvrl summonses issued in respect of rent (+36,2%) and money lent (+28 2%)

The fairly hlgh rise of 27,4% in the total number of civil judgements can be ascnbed to sharp increases in civil Judgements for

cases pertaining to money lent (whrch doubled) and non-professional services (+47 5%)

It is interesting to note that the average amount involved per Judgement for July 1997 (R7 084) is substantrally lower than that’
for.June 1997 (R§ 922). This decrease is mainly due 10 a considerable drop in the average amount involved per judgement for

cases relating to money lent from R25 508 in June toR16 185in Ju]y a

The decrease of 8,1% in ‘the number of civil summonses for debt for the three months up to July 1997 compared wrth the

previous three months as reflected in the table below, is due to the excepuonally high figure for April 1997,

I y -
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‘l ] Summonses for JCivil Judgements|Summonses for| Civil judge-

[ ] debt _ ifor debt ldebt | ments for debt |
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|8 | i

|vActual figures: 1 _ !

. | - .

: May 1997 - Jul, 1987 | 387 3886 191 3B6 - +11.7 +22 1 i

i May 1936 ~ Jul. 19986 1 346 ©63 . 158 736 - B }

1 :

| Scasonally adjusted figures: | ¢ {

| . | - -

t Hay 1997 - Jul, 1987 | 359 370 184 151 - -8, +6,6 !

i Fab. 1997 - apr. 1987 ° | KRR oo 169 9861 :

1

pp
Dr F M Orkin
Head: Central Statistical Service

ENQUIRIES:

Tel. (012) 310-8095/310-8040

(012) 310-8351/310-8390

(012) 310-8109 (technical enquiries)
Private Bag X44 Pretoria, 0001 i
Fax: 310-8500° , - s
E-mail: info @ css.pwv.gov.za ’

Internet: http://www.css.gov.za



NOTES . : | ST .
"+ The pamculam refer to all cml cases for debt recorded by Maglstrate‘s Offlces
o~ ‘ ,
.-wExcept for cases recorded all other information relates to debt cases only. . 1e clalms for damages, ejcctment orders and-other
-.non-debt cases aré excluded. .. . ‘ - : . o .

: Default and consent Judgements_ relate to judgements given in respgét of undefepded debt cases only.
: 4 . N v T
COMPARABILITY ‘ ’ '

The ]unsdlcuon limit for civil cases handled by Magistrate's Offnces (RZO GO0 for liquid asséts and R50 000 for non llql.lld assets)
was increased to R100 000 as from 1 May 1995. A companson with the penod pnor to -May 1995 must thus be handled with .
cnrcumspectlon AR , _ ) L . o .

fFSMALLCLAIMSCOURTS' : ST

Statistics in respect of small claims courts are updated annually:

&

J




CiviL SUMMONSES ISSUED — NUMBER
Thousond ) ’
180
160 A
140
120
100
ao Source : €55
M- S D M J S o M J S [w] _'.J.l he J
1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

Scole: Semi—Logcr‘nthhic

Seasonclly adjusted
‘ Trend cycle . - _ —

CIVIL JUDGEMENTS FOR DEBT — NUMBER

Thousand

70

Scurce : CSS
s

™M 4

199 3

Scole: Semi—Legarithmic

s

=}

1994

Seosono

1995

lly odjusted
Trend cycle — _ _ _

Me 97

Poo41 .



@yl LUz

‘3q8p 40
sj)uPwabpe (MOuXDE JBYIC puw
SpJED 3| pPaJ4s. ‘soanboayd g/H

| |
| |
| |
| |
. | {
(175 P8 985 9 ¥69 £ LIE vE giLe B toe ¢ BED B E5Q o 1 ‘sttiq *sozou Auossiwold 8z
tSL ¥1 29z L. €62 81 L8 zsli BGE Gt £E6Z 8L EvL 61 0es 091 | . © 3uay Keuow 5§ Z|
LEZ S SE9 ¥ 0BE 9 LS9 €S 408 9 £EZ¥F L 598 @8 reg8 89 | Juay LA
: J |
LLO tE zZ06 6¢ L6868 62 LEB L LE 60 €€ * LEL. EE E69 vE L90 OvE | 48430 Z'E€°Z|
LES LI S0%5 S1 ove 914 699 €81 S6z 81 £€9Z 91 ZES B! Ovv E61 | LBUD|$8B40ud L°E"Z]
- | S8ILAIBS gzl
E ) . | . i
[ A 4 Zgz € ris € 698 v 6y Z 9L5 € 900 ¢ L0E 82 ] SUO{3DBSURIY B|EBS JuUBWIBISUL Z'Z°Z|
L09 Z2Z 8L6é 91 8Lz L2 €98 LET 1Z9 S2 ELL 61 LvE ¥Z 89€ 042 I junoda® uedg | °z°2|
[ p(os spoog Al
| : o i
681 Ot 90y Z0i 996 €11 £89 8Bl Z80 B8Ol 091 B8Z1 | paysnfpe £||euoswes z ' 2|
95Z S LS5 60! p9L BI! 98Z 981 I B82S SZ! €80 e2Zi ZEer SEI £:6 §0 1 | §e.nBy4 en3dY 171z
| 18301 (S A
| 1g8p JOj3 S8SUOWWNS JLALD “Zi
| , !

peL 21 geg L0l LB6S L1} 99L ZzZ1 9zZ6 til z08 EEL | paisn{pe A||euoseas F AN
a6z 91 CLE. LI s9% EBZ1 vOlL 8t2° L 0BE 6zl S0E QEL 8953 Oovli B9Z 6PE | | seunBij |wnioy (S|
- . _ papJoled sase) 1l _
| |
—— e m—— e m—— - e i S—omme— e —m e m—m e — - ————————- e e il DD T ] mm—mmm = ————— ~——m—m——- R ittt
Jaquny 1 4
IIIIIIIII IIIIIIIllllllllllllIIl|||l|lllF|[|II.l1IEi.rl1IIII1I.|.IIl.ulIIIlIIIIlIIIlIIIllIlII _ —
inp | s unr | “inr { | anp | sTunr | ne | | |
|~ mrr e e e - il | 9661 i e el e e et 96861 | weil S
| 9661t I - £661 ! 466 { 1 9661 | LESL 1 LE6L l . 1 {
—||||J||||| |||||||| ,Emm—ESem—_—— ————mem———— m—————— _ lllllllllllllll e T T e e T - - |-||||_ _
| - wcomLmn 8318ALJdd " ] suosJad 8jeAtuad pueg $SIsLadaB3UD ssauLsng | I




1

L4

toge 1 Zve v Zl8 & 969 € rED &
|0e9 T LEL E 91E 6 868 Z r90
lorz 1 sglL § 1£8 8 ZS0 € LBE L1
1256 1 gor Z Ll 8 £9S 2 8580 6
lLer L ove 1 659 8 £96 2 985 9
litoy "1 8Lz 2 90Z 6 ‘€LL € vZzZ 9
_hmm L 126 1 v80 g £ZL T 0E8 S
1Ltz 1 19z 1 tLg 9 0s8 | 618 §
feoy 2 £S5t 2 DSZ 01 90Z € 558 6
leza 2 €06 | 9zZ6 01 gozZ € 989 Ol
leL0 2z v96 L 06Z & £Z9 ¢ LzZz 9
leaz 2z gevy 2 ZET 6 8€9 T ¢SE &
losL 2 1zZg 2. 189 01 100 ¢ ZSL B8
leso Z vzz-z 866L L 60€ Z 015 9
1§51 2 9v6 2 ZBO 6 zZSL € EEL S
1o 1 9gg 1 690 © 960 Z GE0 §
t91y 2z 990 Z lE9 @ gZvr T vzz L
1016 160 2 Z0L 6 018 Z 80L £
“Nmm L S61 L £8L L £6Z Z £L0 9
lazo sz 950 vz 9GL 20l 60E LE LL9 vB
1682 vZ 806 91 9ZZ 96 069 0€ OBE 69
| | damd[iq} | |
fureiluoy| -—sopuepl| ] puey | puey
| -weo(q]| pue Buli|eyuo3auadl Isam ] isel
|

| |=Byuasaapnl|

498 |2 vO0E 6 0zl £ ZL9 €92 1
9zZg8 9l CEv 01 ot 2 Bzg Lgg |
StS 21 LZ1 & 0oL 2 EQ9 Lev
S1Z 9t SEL 01 Q08 Z 909 899 |
L9E T4 5.9 6 £9L 2 8904 9065 1
6.2 Ol 69€ 9 09L 2Z 69 E0t 1
LS L S0z S IlvE 2 rri oLs 1
SvE 8 ZEQ ¢ gavr Z ozL re6
LB9 It vey L voe T Lyvi ev¥e
rir Sl £1L6 9 6EE 2 a19 LoL L
964 21 8LS8 S oz z Lol SZ6 |
gLe vt €18 9 va9 Z Lit Leg
ooz zi 89z 9 o8l € 6958 89 1
sz 01t 06s 9 B86E ¢ E&B By |
BZO 01 S59 6 688 ¢ S€6 vty |1
Zve L1 ZLts.4L ¥90 € rat EQL L
€Eva vi LvS 9 Gegl 2 L98 S89 |
654 01 60L 9 vSL 2 6ZL veL 1
ZLzZ 6 8sL S 9.8 2 LE9 509 1
6LE EPI 69v 08 LPE LE L1l 8 €ZS 81
EvE ZP1 9L 68 ogZ OE €28 D1 Svy St

| [ | I ]

Bing| |Bungzysacuwl { 4opuon |

—-sauueyor| ueqJng | ~Jdalatd|Aa|4aquiy | --3S583 |

| I l | |

S3JI430 SALVHYLSIOVW g3LI313S NI g3Jy0I3H SISVD

205 8 591 Gi Ir |
18 01 «ZB6 vl Ir I
rie 91 ZL9 vl W |
Zev LE 959 0z Iv |
Z80 6 rOS €1 In |
050 6 SLS £1 ) b
BZE S S50 E1l “ﬂ - BB
|

L£0 9 SES Ol la |
FAR - 8Z0 ¥\ IN |
LLL i 92S €1 o {
vEL Ol ZLL €1 s |
ooe 8 re6 El lv |
78 S1 zz8 si Ir |
ZHE {1 ELE L1 ir |
90t Ot 610 91 I |
Lre 8 g86r £1 | v |
oLeL | L9E S | W |
600 2Z £€LL B4 14 |
862 |1 982 €1 “a - 9861)
i

ZS1 Ot vZS 041 9661 I
BEQ v 809 991 S66L1
........ el B |
| ! | }
uiageziyilensuLtuad | Yiuowi
3J40d| adu) | 40 Jeaa|

| ( |

TIAID 40 HIAANN IHL - 2 I4vi



Po0OAl1

| . T
| ¥99 ¥ zZgZ 09 605 929 96z 009 ZED 09 LDV L& LOp LB SZ8 184 )
| : |
| |
{ ]
| : |
| 658 £€ 6Lp 6 £er 9t cgp 29¢€ 669 9t ss0 £ 89t Z9 SS0 OLb I
| 8r0 zZrd €90 zdt 60L°Z0Z vOL S6F t LLE Bt 698 S¢2Z LbZ 9t2 1zZL €85 . |
| zsv €1 9r9 1Ll L80 t1 - LOO pZ1 LLL L 801 S1 15 61 50Z OLL
| {
I s9Z vt AR 1 toz 8z ZEE §6i 6v8 Lt 9zZ0 ¥§ 588 SE Z06 vvZ {
| zSL © €ZZ 6 Z60 £1_ BrS 00L 808 0Ol GL8 6 188 v L1z Qv |
| : : 1
| o
| eos Ot ZolL vl sgL ZZ ¥90 871 vE8 L1 8vzZ 91 gLt L2 vSe Zvl |
| Le8 r2Z S6v 9Z 8c0 82 609 LSZ S5Z BE 68¢ 6¢ 8£0 1V SyE 98E
1 |
| . . . - |
| ‘06t 662 Z58 L6E Y6 ZZv Sr0 P9Z £ SZY ZvE LLB 0ES ZEL ver reL 6Z8 £ |
| i
| mm e e e e e e e e e e e e e e m——m o — - R |
! . 000 L4 |
“illlllllllllll lllllllll e o o A —  n - R A - - e o
- |
oLy L 099 ¢ ¥Z6 6 EZ0 vL £E€9 ¢ vz 8 5ZL 0L +89 08
| |
| . |
} |
| . ’ |
| zze v zZZL S £e8 S £989 6v 5Z1L § " G80 9- r6L 9 ové €9 ]
) zivr 9 £8F 0L ELL €1 629 08 rS9 9 Si8 01 19 €1 168 Z8
| 80§ 2z 661 2 588 oL0 v2Z LoL g 010 €. 851 2 856 62 1
| i ’ . |
| ezz & 668 1} BEL €I 186 D1 988 © Lo0e Z1 8LS P 126 811
| L82 6 0sL 9 Los 8 avg 06 r9S 6 886 9 96L @ 65L £6
| |
I )
| 914 164 res 1Lz 8 108 568 ELE ZS0 6 |
| OE8 01 061 0L LLg L1 reES ZZ1 0L6 L1 <0z Lt 996- 21 S99 pel
“ |
|
| s81 v 649 ES 1S9 Q9 599 0§ LL8 LS LLE ©9 i
| 526.08 ¥St 5§ L9L §9 ZLZ 195 aré S FLS 65 zZs: 69 g8 £09 ]
| |
| [
| |
IR e R et ———————— mm e m e e m e m e - ----
| J8qunN ]
[-====-=-- e R e e e e e e e e o l
| Tior | a unp | Tinp | | Tunr | #-unp | inr | |
[ e e e 9661 |mmmmmm e e |2 e e e | e e e - | 9661 |
9661 ! L661 | L6861 | | 9661 { LEGL i L6661 | {
|
|

suosJaad eljentdd ]

suosJad ajeaiJdd pug s9siudid3jud ssaugsng

1834 ¥0d SLIN3W3I9ANr

12430 L1

109p 40

sjuawabpa |mouyde Juayld pue
SPJRD 3Lpa342 ‘sanbayd g/d
‘$111Q *s2@iou Alossuwodd
jus| H#ouoy

juey

43430
LBUQOLSS@30ud
$804AIBS

-N

SUDL}IRSURLY B|BS JuBw|wISU] Z°
juno22e wadp |
p|lOs spogg

-maOk a._
sjuswabBpnp "

1343 Lo

|
|
{
|
I
|
|
t
|
|
|
|
[
!
|
[
|
|
[
|
|
|
(
i
|
' 1g@p 30 |
sjuswabpa | mOouyIdE JaYID pue i
SPJBD 3 1paJd 'sanbayd g/y ]
‘s1|11q *s8jou AJosSsSiwodqd 9 |
. jua| Kauoy g |
jusy ol

|

g1

|EUOSS@404d 1 "€ 1L
S@3AIBG B

]

|

|

§

|

|

!

|

i

!

|

|

!

|

|

I

|

|

SUQLIDEBSUBL] B BS judw{elysu] Z° z°'|
jungooe wuadp L "z°4
plOS spooy z°1

pajisnipe A||RuOosSeds Z°'("|
saunbBii 1en3ay | "))
i810) [ S

sjuawabBpnp 1

walr

PZNWZOU.nzq 170vd43d TIAID - E 378Vl



-

R

PO041

* SMALL CLAIMS COURTS
' NOTES

Small c[alms courts serve as a forum for the ad_]udlcatmn of money claims against individuals or firms. It is for use by the general .
public onty and not for business enterprises.

Up to 30 September 1995 the following actions were excluded from the jurisdiction of small claims courts:

- Claims exceeding R2 000 in value;

- Claims against the state;

- Claims based on cession or the transfer of rights;

- Claims for damages in respect of defamation, malicious prosecution, wrongful imprisonment, wrongful arrest, seduction and
breach of promise to marry;

- Claims for the dissolution of a marriage;

- Claims concerning the validity of a will;

- Claims concerning the status of a person in respect of his mental capacity; and

- Claims in which the performance in accordance with a contract is sought, without an alternative claim for payment of damages,

except in the case of a claim for rendering an account or transferring movable or immovable property not exceeding R2 000 in

value. '

As from 1 October 1995 the jurisdiction limit of R2 000 was raised to R3 000.

COMPARABILITY

The information in respect of magistrates courts shown in this statistical release refers to debt cases only and is therefore not
strictly comparable with the information shown for the smali claims courts.

CONCEPTS |

“Courts” relate to the total number of small claims courts at the end of the months as indicated. "Litigants referred” relates to the
number of persons (plaintiffs) referred to legal assistants by clerks of the small claims court.

TABLE - SMALL CLAIMS COURTS, LITIGANTS REFERRED, SUMMONSES ISSUED AND HEARINGS

Item 1996 [ 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 1990
Number .
Courts - 120 113 111 109 106 103 92
Litigants referred 21230 20154 20101 19502 18 906 16 857 16 474
Summc;nses issued 27 463 24 905 25112 24 929 24 942 19520 16 551
Hearings 27 690 25 746 25 356 23953 23421 17 814 15 540

Source: Department of Justice



