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Co-operation between the Central Statistical Service and
the residents of the RSA, the private sector and the
government institutions is essential for a successful
gtatistical system in the RSA. Without this continued co-

dperation and goodwill, the timely. release of relevant and. ..

reliable official statistics will not be possible.

The CSS publishes approximately five hundred different -

releases per year. In the light of expenditure restraints in
government, it Is no longer economically viable to produce
them in more than one of the eleven official languages in
South Africa. Since the releases are also extensively used
by the international economic and sicial-scientific
communities, from 1996 CSS releases will be published in
English.
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P0041
SUMMONSES AND JUDGEMENTS FOR DEBT INCREASE

During the last three months up to July 1996 3,2% more summonses for debt and 4,6% more judgements for debt were
- recorded than during the three months ended April 1996. The number of civil summonses and judgements for debt, for
July 1996 mcrea.sed by 28,0% and 15,7% respectively after seasonal adjustment compared with June 1996,

A tots] of 125 578 surnmonses for debt were issued for July 1996, Of these, 20,4% was in respect of goods sold on open

account and 12,3% in respect of money lent, while 14,6% and 26,3% respectively were in respect of professmnal and non-
professional services. *

* = *Thié total mumber of Judgements for debt was 54 740 for July 1996, which involved R342,4 million. The largest amounts were
rworded in respect of money lent (R148 4 million or 43 3%) and goods sold (R50,]1 million or 14,6%). _

! | Number | Percantage change :
Pariod T L L e L et Rl ebk el Kbl bttt
: erie | Summonses for ' 1c1v11 JuugemnntalSummonsal for| Civid Judqo— t
i i uebt |for debrt . ident { mants for debt |
[ L L L L e TR | mmmmm e mm e s e e e e m oS —eEsseesees e ;
{ | '
| Actual figures: e : |
|
3 . MBy 1086 '~ Jul, 1986 | . 346 658 156 736 . +11,1 +9,3 I‘
| May 1995 -~ Jul. 1895 | 312 034 143 381 , '
1 |
i Semsonally sdjusted figuras: : :
: May 1996 ~ Ju). 1996 | 324 -326 149 683 +3.,2 . +4 .8 :
1 Fep., 1986 - Apr., 18996 { 314 229 143 098 i |
i |

NOTES : . | !
The particilars refer to all civil cases for debt recorded by Magistrate's Offices.

Except for cases recorded, all other information relates to debt cases only; i.e. claims for damages, cjectment orders and other
non-debt cases are excluded

Default and consent judgements relate to judgements given in respect of undefended debt cases ouly.

COMPARABILITY - ..

The junsdzctmn limit for civil cases handled by magistrate offices (R20 000 for hqmd assets and R50 000 for non liquid assets) °
_was increased to R100 000 as from 1 May 1995 A comparison with the period prior to May 1995 must thus be handled with
circumspection.

SMALL CLA[MS COURTS

Statistics in respcct of small claims courts are updated annually. -

Dr FM Orkin . ’ . :
Head: Central Statistical Service

ENQUIRJES:

el. (012) 310-8095/310-8040
(012) 310-8351/310-83%0 : - . L
{012} 310-8109 (technical enquiries) :
Private Bag' X44, Pretoria, 0001 - . ' :
Fax: 310-8500 3108501 fe
E-matil: madeh @ CSS, PHV. GOV, ZA :
Internet: http://www.css.gov.za

BLOEMFONTEIN  (051)° 447-7767 KEMPTON. PARK (011} - 394-3420/1 NELSPRUIT . {013) 753-2455/6
OURBAN (031} 305-3904 KIMBERLEY {0531} 33965 PIETERSBURG (0152), 295~7521 .
CAPE TOWN ~ - (021) 23-1040 . KLERKSDORP (018) 462-4008 PORT ELIZABETH (041) 52-3801/2

BISHO (04071) 99-2457 UMTATA (0471) 305-2038
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SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

NOTES

- et T

e

P0041

Small claims courts serve as a forum for the adjudication of money clmms of not more than R2 000 agamst mdmduals or firms.

It 1s for use by the general public only and not for business enterprises. -

The following actions are excluded from the jurisdiction of the small claims court:

-*  .Claims exceeding R2 000 in value.

- Claims against the state.

- Claims based on cession or the transfer of rights.

- Claims for damages in respect of defamation, malicious prosecutmn wrongful imprisonment, wrongﬁﬂ arrest, seduction
"and breach of promise to marry.

- Claims for the dissolution of a martiage.
- Claims concerning the validity of a wiil.

- Claims concerning the status of & person in respect of his mental capac1ty
- Claims in which the performance in accordance with a contrect is sought, without an alternative clmm for payment of
damages, eXcept in the case of a claim for reridering an account ‘or transferring movable or :mmovable property not

exceedmg R2 000 in value..

COMPARABILITY

-

The mformatmn in respect of maglstrates courts showu in-this statistical release refers to debt cases only and i is thereforc not
smctly comparable with' the mfon‘nanon shown for the small cla.lms courts.

CONCEPT S

“Courts” relates to the total number of small claims courts at the end of the months us indicated. “Litigants rcfm‘ed” relates to

the number of p persons (plamnffs) referred to- legal assistants by clerks of the small claims court

ABLE 1- SMALL C LAIMS COURTS, LITIGANTS REFERRED, SUMONSES ISSUED AND HEAR]NGS

, . 1995 1994, J 1993 1992 1991 1990 © 1989
1vem - - — .
p Number
Courts 113 111 109 106 103 ‘ 92 . 68
Litigants referred 20 154 ' 20 101 - 19 502 18 906 16 857 16 474 16 391
Summonses issued 26905 | 25 112 .24 929 22 942 19 520 16 551 15 660
Hear“ings 25 746 25 356 23 953 T 23421 17 814 7| 15 540 14 292

Source: Department of Justice



