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different relcases per year. In the light of expenditure
restraints in government, it is no longer economically
viable to produce them in more than one of the eleven
official languages in South Africa. Since the releases
are also extensively used by the international economic
and social-scientific communities, from 1996 CSS
releases will be published in English.
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CIVIL SUMMONSES AND JUDGEMENTS FOR DEBT HIGHER THAN A YEAR AGO

The total number of civil summonses for debt recorded for the three months up to January I 998 shows an increase
of 5,2% compared with the corresponding period of a year ago, but shows a slight decrease of 0,8% after seasonal
adjustment compared with the previous three months. The total number of civil judgements for debt for the three
months up to January 1998 increased by 20,3% (from 149 906 10 180 329) compared with the corresponding period
of a year ago, and is 3,7% higher after seasonal adjustment than the previous three months.

The 5,2% increase in civil summonses for debt can be attributed to more civil summonses issued in respect of *other
services” {+11,0%) and civil summonses pertaining to money lent (+23,0%). 29 821 or 28,4% of the total civil
summonses for debt issued during January 1998 was for civil summonses relating to “other services”, while 18 281 or
17,4% was in respect of money lent.

During January 1998, 60 728 civil judgements for debt were issued and the total amount involved was approximately
R420,0 million. Money lent and promissory notes, bills, R/D cheques, credit cards and other acknowledgements of
debt contributed 38,4% and 12,4% respectively to the total amount involved.

| ] Number | Percentage change
Period T [-=mmmmmmmeommmommmmsmes—marsooo

|5 | Summonses for |Civil judgements|Summonses for| Civil judge-

| | debt | for debt |debt | ments for debt

| s mmmmemm o s ammm oo TRl S eSSt

l !

| Actual figures: {‘

} Nov. 1997 - Jan. 1998 | 330 685 180 329 +5,2 +20,3

| Nov. 1996 - Jan. 1997 I 314 287 - 149 906 ]l

\ |

| Seasonally adjusted figures: | \|
!

|| Nov. 1997 - Jan, 1998 | 367 854 200 471 -0,8 +3,7 ]

] Aug. 1997 - Oct. 1997 | 370 714 193 380 t
|
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Dr F M Orkin

Head: Central Statistical Service
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Fax: 310-8664
E-mail; info @ css.pwv.gov.za
Internet: http://www.css.gov.za
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NOTES
The particulars refer to all civil cases for debt recorded by Magistrate's Offices.

Except for cases recorded, all other information relates to debt cases only; i.e. claims for damages, ejectment orders
and other non-debt cases are excluded.

Default and consent judgements relate to judgements given in respect of undefended debt cases only.
COMPARABILITY

The jurisdiction limit for civil cases handled by Magistrate's Offices (R20 000 for liquid assets and R50 000 for non
liquid assets) was increased to R100 000 as from 1 May 1995. A comparison with the period prior to May 1995 must
thus be handled with circumspection.

SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

Statistics in respect of small claims courts are updated annually,



CIVIL SUMMONSES ISSUED - NUMBER

POO41

| 180000
‘ 160000 \
140000
120000 - me
100000 //\/\/\/\/ \/J/\ .
80000
M J s D M J D L] J 5 0] M J ) D 4 D
1994 1995 1996 1897 1998
Scale : Semi-logarithmic -
____Seasonally adjusted
—- Trend cycle
CIVIL JUDGEMENTS FOR DEBT - NUMBER
70000
60000 \—f\_\j :
| 50000 _/‘\-/K\}/
‘ g
* avasiag
40000 v V
Source : CSS
30000
M ¥ s D (1] d 3] L] ] 5 o M 4 5 0 4 s D
1994 1985 1996 1997 1998

Scale : Semi-logarithmic

|___ Seasonally adjusted
- Trend cycle




POO41

¥e8 OL 9te ol L¥L ZL 789 7Si 6LL Z) EBS E1L FVPL EL 9ZL ELL asy3o L'z

. iqep 3o
£luUsmebpOTMOUYDe IPYRIO puw
€pavd 3Iypead ‘senbayd q/u

ELS 9 806 ¥ oLy 9 6€0 S8 I5E ¢ 69y 9 ¥S0 ¢ LEL L6 ‘s111q ‘Fejou ArosEymord 9°Z
¥89 ¥i L65 €L 0ZL 9 988 661 98E St 598 ¥i 182 81 LTT £1T auay Keuoy S°7

L0Z ¥ 999 7 965 £ S8E TS LLL ¥ 816 ¥ ary ¢ 0SE SL ey g

£ L98 Lt ve8 €z L SML LT TS% L8¢ 6L5 6L 180 97 128 67 S60 8LY a0yl ¢

. LL9 €L 65 L1 206 L1 EEP LBI €LY ¥l 09 2t 9L6 TL t6L €61 TRUOTEERIOId | €2
n.OU._bkwm E'T

! 905§ T 185 2 55¢ 2 090 6¢ 961 Z 296 2 90L 2 £18 €F SUOTJOVFUNIY @RS JUSBIWISU] Z°Z°Z
6Z0 91 Lz9 Z1 S60 ¥l viL9 vz 015 81 gLz 91 vi6 S 0cy 097 wunooow wadg |°Z7°2

PIOE §po09y Z2°Z

£E8Y LOL 910 0Ll LES LY B¥E TLL vLg LZL (NN 4] pejsnfpe ATreuogweg 2712

: LLE 98 ¥L9 28 9¥8 ¥6 119 91€ 1 €95 S6 vOL €6 Y00 SOL  S9L 9LF L ERInDTF Tenid¥ | °1°¢
eyoL  1°2

3q9p J03 sesucuuns TTATD "z

0.8 vOL zZ9 9L LL6 Sl LZ8 Sl LOL sEL 0EP 6Z1L peysnipe Alyeucsess 2°{

669 88 SLL 98 19, L6 196 ¥LE L S09 L6 Z¥0 £OL 6¥F 801 S9¥Y 9%S L s8InbTF (WNIDY 1"}

pPopIoOIAx EOFRD) ‘1

‘uep | *oeq | -uep | | cuef | soeq | ‘uwp |
Tl EEEE ST EEETEes ---| Lesl  |------ e B e GG T Ll I X114 wa3x
teer | 6L § eeer | ! west | iset | @eer |




1

LIt
180
L60
6L7
ot¥
96S
868
TS50
£9S
£96
gL
ezl

NﬂNN!’TNI"’lF‘\I“IHH‘!N

ISt 9¢€
60E 1€

puey
1sOM

sTL T e e TLL ®
ToE L 0L9 L vIL 9
L6 L 90¥% 9 ¥10 01
vre T F6s § §6L £t
€99 986 £ €57 Ol
oLL 2 180 9 L80 L1
O8E L Zve b 716 6
0E9 Z LEL € 91t 6
orz 1 81 S L8 8
Z6S L £EQF T Lvy 8
LEL L ove 1 659 6
Loy | 8Lz 902 6
Lez L Lz 1 ¥80 8
806 61 £r6 BY 790 Sl
920 ST 960 P2 99l LOL
| wzedrlraf [
uyejuoy| -I18pURA| |
-wsord| pue But [erxo3ead|
| -byuseaes | i

BOV

9

8
9Zr L
750 L
¥oL L
¥E9 6
¥90 8
L6t 1
BSO 6
965 9
¥ez 9
0E8 S

90¢

Z00
L1v6
s00
L9S
978
SLS
SiZ
(313
6LT
L¥S

| -seuueyor |

Lt 008 9 9¥6 T a6y 6¥L L GOt L vib O} r - 8661

Lt 9ty L oie 2 osy ars 1 6¥L 9 096 T1L q

sl ¥YY 6 GLL T £L9 L9 1 £96 6 0tg vlL N

91 66F L1 9G¥ € 09L LSL 1\ LEL T SYe EL 0

oL 9tE 6 9t T vo0s Ty L veL 8 091 LE s

0z L8z 9 g6l 2 969 2Ll £EZ 9 £¥s S  §

1z ¥Ot 6 ozL € L9 €94 L zTOS @ 59L St L

gl 0ey Ot ory T 678 188 1 LEg Ol 266 L r

[4) LtZL 6 00L T €99 Ly t PLE 9L L9 bt H

gl StL 0L 006 Z 909 299 1 ZEY LE 969 Q2 |

zt 5.9 6 £E9L T 904 30§ L 780 6 v0s €L H

oL 69t 9 9L T 6¥9 €0r L 050 6 Gis t1L d

L S0Z S Lve T | 2¥A ols L 6ZE § 650 €l r - Léb6l

[¥AY SEL FOL §Z1 7E 98 L LIE 61 0L0 SEL L6y 081 L66L

thL 69V 08 Lve L€ LiL 8 EZS &1 TSL Ot vZs OLL 9661
! ! | |

bang| Jmu:puuﬁHME_ | uopuorq _:awnmuudm_mﬁsncwcum yiuow

uegang | -1s301d|Aaraequin| -3sed | 1304 | ede] | 10 aeayx

| | , | | | | |

§431440 SILVHISIOVH QILO3TEAS NI QEA¥003y SASVS TIAID 40 HIAWNON dHL - Z 319vd




1

SZ9 L£
050 s&lL
19¢ 6

v80 L1
€09 8

EVL 91
68L 1T

98T EOE

BEZ ¥
LEg L
re L

85t 6
188 9

Evi
v00 &

T80 ES
0EZ 9%

cuwp

....... D B

9¢0 TS L6S 69
L6t SE oor 9%
790 v¥l 629 TS
629 6 SEE OL
LTS LZ 696 V€
osY 6 e 8
069 91 8%¥0 81
792 ¥Z 90§ TZ

€50 61€ 95€ €9

0£0 ¢ 9Py L
S€Z ¥ z08 ¢
8LL Ol 928 7t
SLS 1 615 1
861 ¥l ¥ZE 9t
0L0 9 €LZ 9
ore S€8
¥0 8 L85 8
6EL VO ZSL §9
8¥S 25 ZL9 LS

“paq | ‘uep
t661 |  ®66L

¥6L €64 ZLE 95 SEV L9 ¥eZ S8 P20 Y10 L IPYI0 L1

gep 3o

gjuowabpaiMouyow Ieyjo pue

spaeo 3}1psad ‘seunbayo (/¥
ELL 99V Z9L 9t Z9% 8¢ Ly 2§ 9¥0 8¢S ‘6111q ‘sejou AIossTuold 97t
L 09t S8L T ELL E9L FE9 S61 DEV 191 £FS SZE 2 Juel KeuoW §°|
820 ¥l 189 ¥1L gLl €L 9Ly ¥i €52 6L juay i
SLE 8L¢ 9t0 2z ZZ0 £¢ LBZ &€ 559 8t Yo Z°EL
GL6 9L 0668 6 £99 0t 0 ot L10 0EL TeuoySse3oad L°€°L
gootAIeg €L
YOor 617 TiL L1 89S 61 Lv9 07 LL8 ¥S5Z FUOY}OREURIY @T¥E JusUTVISUI Z°T°L
»¥S LOE 9208 FE GL8 PE 120 Lt 79% 9% junocase uadg LZ° 4
PIOE EpOOCH z°1
£ 159 €¥5 ¥ ZLE SSE ZEB ZLE BL6 61¥ 9L8 56T § Telol 1L
sjuswabpnp "1

000 14

565 €6 880 ¢ €S L £98 ¢ ¥80 10l 9430 Lot

qep 3o

sjusweabpeTMouyse I8yjo puw

gpawo jjpexs ‘senbeyd gq/y
L6B 19 8ES ¥ 09% ¢ 0t0 ¥ 8L6 59 ‘S1T11q ‘sejou Alogsruoxy 971
S08 Zei LZL g 156 Ol 6E0 £1 ¥OL SEIL jyuel Leuoy sl
S6L €T LEE Z oLg L [4%: J" T0t 0% juay L
£ETE ¥S51 £v0 Ot 106 ¥1L ozL L1 STL €9l ABYI0 T°ETL
009 68 001 ¢ . 082 9 69% 9 66€ 76 {euotrssejyoxd L°E°1
§9DTAIBS €1
£E9 01 Lzg oL 06 9£9 L1 FUGT}OUSURI} OTes juswieIsul Z°I°1L
6LT £TL 518 6 006 8 S9¥ 6 96¥% SEL juncaow uadg |L°T°t
PIC8 §pooy [
S¥T LS ¥LS 69 77t 69 peisn{pe ATteucswes 27171
LZ6 689 €98 6F €oL SS ezL 09 ¥9zZ 9tL soanby) [unidy L°L°L
T®310L (SN
g3uswabpn Mt

asquny
| | uep | -coeg | ruep |
£661  |------- emm e fmmemmeem --1  Les6L well
_ " 66t | cesr | ee6L |
_ gsuosied ajearsd pue sesiadiejus ssaursng

_—————me—— ————

1990 404 SINIMADANL INASHOD QWY LIAVAEA TIAID - ¢ T1EYL




P0041

SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

NOTES

Small claims courts serve as a forum for the adjudication of money claims against individuals or firms. It is for use by
the general public only and not for business enterprises.

Up to 30 September 1995 the following actions were excluded from the jurisdiction of small claims courts:

- Claims exceeding R2 000 in value;

- Claims against the state;

- Claims based on cession or the transfer of rights;

- Claims for damages in respect of defamation, malicious prosecution, wrongful imprisonmeni, wrongful arrest,
seduction and breach of promise to marry;

. Claims for the dissolution of a marriage;

- Claims concerning the validity of a will;

- Claims concerning the status of a person in respect of his menial capacity; and

Claims in which the performance in accordance with a contract is sought, without an alternative claim for payment

of damages, except in the case of a claim for rendering an account or transferring movable or immovable property

not exceeding R2 000 in value.
As frem 1 October 1995 the jurisdiction limit of R2 000 was raised to R3 000.

COMPARABILITY

The information in respect of magistrates courts shown in this statistical release refers to debt cases only and is
therefore not strictly comparable with the information shown for the small claims courts.

CONCEPTS

"Courts” relate to the total number of small claims courts af the end of the months as indicated. "Litigants referred"
relates to the number of persons (plaintiffs) referred 1o legal assistants by clerks of the small claims court.

TABLE - SMALL CLAIMS COURTS, LITIGANTS REFERRED, SUMMONSES ISSUED AND HEARINGS

ltem 1997 1996 ] 1995 1994 1993 1992 | 1991 1990
Number
Courts 143 120 113 111 109 106 103 92
Litigants referred 13423 | 212301 20154| 20101 | 19502 18906 | 16857 16474
Summonses issued 25417 | 27463| 24905| 25112 24929 | 249427 19520| 16551
Hearings 26622 | 27690 25746| 25356 | 23953 | 23421 | 17814 15540

Source: Department of Justice




