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Co-operation between the Central Statistical Service
and the residents of the RSA, the private sector and the
government institutions is essential for a successful
statistical system in the RSA. Without this continued
co-operation and goodwill, the timely release of
relevant and reliable official statistics will not be

possible. Embargo: 09:30

The CSS publishes approximately five hundred . :
different rcleases per year. In the light of expenditure Date: 23 Aprll 1998

restraints in government, it is no longer econamically
viable to produce them in more than one of the cleven
official languages in South Africa. Since the releases
are also extensively used by the international economic
and social-scientific communities, from 1996 CSS
releases will be published in English.
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CIVIL SUMMONSES LEVELLING OFF WHILST CIVIL JUDGEMENTS CONTINUE TO INCREASE

The total number of civil summonses has been levelling off since the middle of 1997. However, the number of civil

Jjudgements for debt continues ta show an upward trend since the middle of 1996. The total number of civil
summonses for debt recorded for the three months up to February 1998, increased by 10,8% compared with the
corresponding period of a year ago, and was 2,8% higher, after seasonal adjustment, than the previous three
months. The total number of civil judgements for debt increased by 24,1% compared with the same period of a year
ago and was 6,5% higher after seasonal adjustment compared with the preceding three moniths.

The largest contributors to the 10,8% increase in civil summonses for debt were civil summonses pertaining to “other
services” and money lemt, with increases of 32,0% and 22,8%, respectively. During February 1998, 30 836 or 26,1% of
the total civil summonses for debt issued were for civil summonses relating to “other services”, while 20 023 or 16,9%
were in respect of money lent.

During February 1998, 65 545 civil judgements for debt were issued and the total amount involved was R475,6 million.
Civil judgements for debt relating to money lent continue to constitute the targest portion (R178,3 million or 37.5%).
followed by “other services™ (R48,9 million or 10,3%).

] i Number 1 Percentage change 1
I Period | = —m e c s s e m o s s S R bttt |
! ' summonses for jCivil judgements)Summonses for| Civil judge~ |
i 4 debt [£or debt | debt | ments for debt |
[~-rmmsmmmr oo o mm oSS mm S o T bttt |
i | {
| Actual figures: i i
) | I
! Dec. 1997 - Feb. 1998 | 321 318 181 976 +10,8 +24,1 |
{ Dec. 1996 - Feh. 1937 ! 209 082 146 620 i
I . i |
| Seasonzlly adjusted figures: | 1
1 \ l
] Tec. 1997 - Teb. 1998 | 372 349 206 165 +2.8 +6,5 |
] Sept.1997 - Nov. 19%7 ] 367 300 193 599 f

1 !

.....................................................................................................
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Dr F M Orkin
Head: Central Statistical Service

ENQUIRIES:

Tel. (012) 310-8095/310-8040
(012) 310-8351/310-8390
(012) 310-8109 (technical enquiries)
Private Bag X44, Pretoria, 0001
Fax: 310-8664
E-maijl: info @ css.pwv.gov.za
Internet: htip://www.css.gov.za
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NOTES
The particulars refer to all civil cases for debt recorded by Magistrate’s Offices.

Except for cases recorded, all other information relates to debt cases only; i.e. claims for damages, ejectment orders
and other non-debt cases are excluded. T

Default and consent judgements relate to judgements given in respect of undefended debt cases only.
COMPARABILITY

The jurisdiction limit for civil cases handled by Magistrate's Offices {R20 000 for liquid assets and R50 000 for non
liquid assets) was increased to-R100 000 as from 1 May 1995. A comparison with the period prior 10 May 1995 must
thus be handled with circumspection.

SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

Statistics in respect of small claims courts are updated annually.
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SMALL CLAIMS COURTS
NOTES

Small claims courts serve as a forum for the adjudication of money claims against individuals or firms. It is for use by
the general public only and not for business enterprises.

Up to 30 September 1995 the following actions were excluded from the jurisdiction of small claims courts:

- Claims exceeding R2 000 in value:

- Claims against the state;

- Claims based on cession or the transfer of rights;

- Claims for damages in respect of defamation, malicious prosecution, wrongful imprisonment, wrongful arrest,
seduction and breach of promise to marry;

- Claims for the dissolution of a marriage;

- Claims concerning the validity of a will;

- Claims concerning the status of a person in respect of his mental capacity; and

- Claims in which the performance in accordance with a contract is sought, without an alternative claim for payment
of damages, except in the case of a claim for rendering an account or transferring movable or immovable property
not exceeding R2 000 in value.

As from 1 October 1995 the jurisdiction limit of R2 000 was raised to R3 000.

COMPARABILITY

The information in respect of magistrates courts shown in this statistical release refers 1o debt cases only and is
therefore not strictly comparable with the information shown for the small claims courts.

CONCEPTS

*Courts” relate to the 1otal number of small claims courts at the end of the months as indicated. "Litigants referred”
relates 10 the number of persons (plaintiffs) referred to legal assistants by clerks of the small claims court.

TABLE - SMALL CLAIMS COURTS, LITIGANTS REFERRED, SUMMONSES ISSUED AND HEARINGS

Itemn 1997 ] 1996 1995 1994 1993 [ 1992 ] 1991 | 1990
Number
Couns 143 120 113 1 109 106 103 92
Litigants referred 13423 21230 20154] 20101 | 19502 18906 | 168571 16474
Summonses issued 25417 | 274631 24905 25112} 24929 249421 19520 16551
Hearings 266221 27690| 25746] 25356 | 23953 | 23421 17814 15540

Source: Depariment of Justice



