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PF0041
MORE CIVIL DEBT CASES IN 1998

The total number of civil summonses for debt for 1998 showed an increase of 2,2% (from 1 476 165 t0 1 508 999)

compared with 1997. The o1al number of civil judgements for debt increased by 1 7,4% (from 736 264 to 864 554
during the sume period.

The largest contributors 1o the 2.2% increase in civil summonses for debt were summonses relating 10 money lent
(+22,5%) and promissory notes, bills, R/D cheques, credit cards and other acknowledgements of debt (+10,1%).

Although the Cape Peninsula reported the lérgest number of cases in two consecutive years, there was hardly any
change between 1997 and 1998 (+0.3%). Largest increases were however, reported by smaller magisteria! offices such
as East London (+43.3%) and West Rand (+31.7%).

During 1998, 864 554 civil judgements for debt were issued which involved R6 388,1 million. Of this amount. 37.8%

or R2 413,2 million was for civil judgements relating to money lent, while 10,06% or R638.8 million was for civil
judgements in respect of promissory notes, bills, R/D cheques, credit cards and other acknowledgements of debt.

Figure 1- CIVIL SUMMONSES AND JUDGEMENTS FOR DEBT
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Percentage change

| ments for debt

+13,0

=-7.2

2
| Number |
Pariod | i ===
| Summonaes for |Civil judgements|Summonses for| Civil judge-
| debt |for debt |debt
...... I ———
]
Actual figures: f
|
Oct. 1993 = Dac. 1998 | 378 740 219 032 +4,3
oct. 1997 - Dec, 19987 | 363 M 193 893
f
Seasonally adjusted figures: |
|
oct. 1998 - Dec. 1998 | 383 912 222 D46 +7,.2
Jul. 1998 - Sept.19%8 ° | 358 166 239 3315
|

EXPLANATORY NOTES

1. General

The particulars in this publication refer to alt civil cases for debt recorded by Magistrates’ Offices.

PO041

Except for cases recorded, all other information relates 1o debt cases only, i.e. claims for damages. ejectment
orders and other non-debt cases are excluded.

Default and consent judgements relate to judgements given in respect of undefended debt cases only.

2. Comparability

The jurisdiction limit for civil cases handied by Magistrates' Offices (R20 000 for liquid assets and R50 000 for
non- liquid assets) was increased to R100 000 as from 1 May 1995. A comparison with the period prior to May

1993 must thus be handled with circumspection.

3. Small claims courts

Statistics in respect of small claims courts are updated annually.
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NOTES REGARDING SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

1. General

Small claims courts serve as a forum for the adjudication of money claims against individuals or firms. It is for
use by the general public only and not for business enterprises.

Up to 30 September 1995 the following actions were excluded from the jurisdiction of small claims courts:

claims exceeding R2 000 in value;

claims against the state;

claims based on cession or the transfer of rights;

claims for damages in respect of defamation, malicious prosecution, wrongful imprisonment, wrongful arrest,
seduction and breach of promise to marry;

claims for the dissclution of a marriage;

claims concerning the validity of a will;

claims concerning the status of a person in respect of his mental capacity; and

claims in which the performance in accordance with a contract is sought, without an alternative claim for
payment of damages, except in the case of a claim for rendering an account or transferring movable or
immovable property not exceeding R2 000 in value.

As from 1 October 1995 the jurisdiction limit of R2 000 was raised to R3 000.

2. Comparability

The information in respect of magistrates’ courts shown in this statistical release refers to debt cases only and is
therefore not strictly comparable with the information shown for the small claims courts.

3. Concepts

<

-]

"Courts" relate to the total number of small claims courts at the end of the months as indicated.
"Litigants referred" relates to the number of persons (plaintiffs) referred to legal assistanis by clerks of the
small claims court.

TABLE 4 - SMALL CLAIMS COURTS, LITIGANTS REFERRED, SUMMONSES ISSUED AND HEARINGS

Ttem 1997 L 19951 1995 j 1994 T 1993 | 1992 f 1991 J 1990
' Number _
Courts 143 120 113 111 109 106 103 92
Litigants referred 13423 | 21230 | 20154 | 20101 19502 | 18906 | 16857 | 16474
Summonses issued | 25417 | 27463 | 24905 | 25112 24929 | 24942 | 19520 | 16551
Hearings 266221 27690 | 25746 | 25356 23953 | 23421 17814 | 15540
Source: Department of Justice
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