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" Co-operation between the Central Statistical Service and

the residents of the RSA, the private sector and the
government institutions is essential for a successful
statistical system in the RSA. Without this continued co-

reliable official statistics will not be possible. Co _ o
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STATISTICAL SERVICE

The CSS publishes approximately five hundred different. - Datfﬁ 21 October 1996

releases per year. In the light of expenditure restraints in
governient, It 1s no longer economically viable to produce
them in more than one of the eleven official languages in
South Africa. Since the releases are also extensively used
by the International economic and social-scientific
communities, from 1996 CSS releases will be published in
English. .
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MORE CIVIL SUMMONSES AND JUDGEMENTS FOR DEBT

PG041

=7 7 ) .
Despite fluctuations in the total number of civil summonses and judgements for debt, the seasonally adjusted figures are
* showing an upward trend (see graphs). The total number of civil summonses and judgements for debt for the last three
months ended August 1996 showed increases of 11,8% and 8,9% compared wnth the corresponding three months of 1995.

A total number of 112 163 summonses for debt were 1ssued for August 1996 of wtuch 21 9% was in respect of goods sold on
open account and 13,3% in respect of money lent, whereas 15,6% and 23,8% were in respect of professional and non-

professmnal serwces respecnvcly

[

The total number of Judgcments for debt was 52 294 for August 1996 whxch invelved R352 2 miliion. The largest amounts
were recorded in respect of money lent (R164,1 miltion or 46,6%) and goods sold R46,4 millicn or 13,2%).

CIVIL SUMMONSES ISSUED — NUMBER
Trousand .

CIVIL JUDGEMENTS FOR DEBT — NUMBER

Thousand
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8500  310-8501
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Internet: http://wew.css,gov.za
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SUMMARY - CIVIL ‘SUMMONSES AND JUDGEMENTS FOR DEBT - ' ' o
—— . S L S S A LS . : :
| l -;;;;;; ..................... b
T Partod. U i os AU et 2IContage chanes .. !
: . . | Summonses for [Civil judgements|Summonses for| Civil judge- |
[ S S AT : -debt' ttor debt . . |dent - | mants for dabt |
oA Lo T e e e anaeee |
1 -Actual figures; | ’ :
1 1
) Jun. 1896 - Aug. 1996 1 341 978 155 ¢85 + '
. . t1.8 +
; Jun.. 1985 = Aug. 1995 1 305 857 143 270 . 8.9 iI
. - |
: Seasonally adjusted figures: | . :
' 1
| Jun, 199€ - Aug. 1896 ! 315 800 145 304 - I
I*  Mar. 1996 - May 1096 | az1 sza 146 599 e 0.9 :
. l--- B . l . -~ |
L
e .
. 1 >
Ll 1
NOTES: : 1
1 o -

 The pa‘rticulafs‘refer to all civit cases for debt recorded by Magistrate's Offices. .

Except for cases recorded, all other information relates to debt cases only; i.e. claims for damages, ejectment orders and other
non-debt cases are excluded.

v

Default and consent judgements relate to judgements given in respect of undefended debt cases only.

COMPARABILITY

‘The jurisdiction limit for civil cases handled by magistrate offices (R20 000 for liquid assets and R50 000 for non liquid assets)

was increased to R100 000 as from | May 1995, A compariscn with the period prior to May 1995 must thus be handled with
circumspection.

SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

 Statistics in respect of small claims courts are updated annually.
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_ SMALL CLAIMS COURTS

NdTEs

Ttis for use by the genera.l public only and not for business enterpnses

‘ The following actions are excluded from the jurisdiction of the small clanns court:

" - .. Claims exceeding R2 000 in value.

-7 Claims against the state.

7

* - Claims bascd on cession or the transfer of nghts

-

A

PQ041

C Small claims courts serve as a forum for the adjudication of money claims of not more than R2 000 against mdmduals or firms.

- Claims for damages in respect of defamation, malicious prosecutlon wrongful imprisonment, wrongful arrest, seduction
and breach of promise to marry.

S Claifns for the dissolution of a marriage.
- Cla:ms concemmg the Vallchty of a will.

.

- . Clau'ns concerning the status of a person in respect of his mcntal capamty :
»~ Claims in which the performance in accordance with a contract is sought, without an alternanve claim for payment of
-~ damages, except in the case of a claim for rendenng an account or transfemng movable or immovable property not

exceedmg R2 000-in value.

' COMPARABIL!TY.P '

‘l -

* The information in respect of magistrates courts shown in this statistical release refers to debt cases only and is therefore not
strlctly camparable with the information shown for the small claims courts.

" CONCEPTS

© “Courts” relates to the total number of small claims courts at the end of the months us indicated. “Liti gants referred” relates to
: the number of persons (plaintiffs) referred to legal assistants by clerks of the small claims court. -

TABLE 1-SMALL CLAIMS COURTS, LITIGANT S REFERRED SUMMONSES ISSUED AND HEARINGS

. 1995 ’ 1994 ‘ 1593 l 1992 1997 1990 1989
Ttem :
- Number,
Courts 113 13 108 106 103 ‘g2 68 -
Litigants referred 20 154 20 101 19 502 18906 | 16857 | 15 472 16 391
. Summonses -issued 24 905 25112, | 24 929 24 942 19 520 16 551 15 660 -
Hearings 25 746 | 25 356 23 953 23 421 17 814 15 540 14 292

- Source: Department of Justice




